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Vital Signs: Evidences of True Discipleship
We've entitled this series “Vital Signs: Evidences of True Discipleship.” John gives several proofs or evidences of genuine salvation, as opposed to empty claims. Many Christians struggle with this issue—how can one be sure that he is truly saved? John gives us several marks of genuine discipleship. If these marks are found in one’s life, then he can be assured that his faith is genuine. If not, he can have no such assurance. As we progress through the study, students should examine their own lives to evaluate the reality of their own profession of faith. 

First John is one of those books in the Bible that every believer ought to read on a regular basis. The book reminds readers of some very important truths and warns them against straying from what they were taught. In this introductory lesson, we'll discover some important background information that will help us grasp the meaning of the book.

[Divide the class into three groups. Provide each group with books that will provide the necessary information—commentaries, introductions, encyclopedias, etc. Have each group find the information and present their findings. ]

Group 1
Author: Who was it?  John, the same man who wrote the gospel of John. Some have suggested John the Elder or John Mark, but the evidence points to the apostle John, the son of Zebedee.

Does the author identify himself?  No. Apparently his identity was so well known to his “children” that he knew they would recognize him by what he wrote. 

List the evidences for determining who wrote it.  Early Christian writers say it was John, the writer was an eye-witness of Jesus, there are parallels between 1 John and the book of John, the book has a tone of apostolic authority, the phrase “my little children” suits the apostle John. (Estes)

Which came first—the gospel of John or 1 John?  The gospel of John.

Background:  


What did Irenaeus say about the author? Irenaeus quotes copiously from 1John and attributes it to John the disciple of the Lord.

Where was the author when he wrote it? Apparently John was in Asia when he wrote it.  Irenaeus: “Afterward John, the disciple of the Lord, who also had leaned upon his breast, himself published his gospel, while he was living at Ephesus in Asia” (Contra Haereses 3.1.1).

Who was Cerinthus and what did he teach?  An opponent of John (potentially) who taught heresy.  Irenaeus preserved a description from Polycarp of an encounter between the apostle and Cerinthus in a public bathhouse, which John hurriedly left so that he would not have to bathe in the same place with such an enemy of the truth. Irenaeus also described in some detail the heresy of Cerinthus. Cerinthus, he said, “represented Jesus as having not been born of a virgin, but as being the son of Joseph and Mary according to the ordinary course of human generation, while he nevertheless was more righteous, prudent and wise than other men. Moreover, after his baptism, Christ descended upon him in the form of a dove from the supreme Ruler, and that then he proclaimed the unknown Father, and performed miracles.” However, the attempt to identify the false teachers with Cerinthus or his followers is dubious. (Contra Lenski, pp. 363-64)

What led to the writing of the book? It is clear from the internal evidence of 1John that a developing schism (division) within the Christian community led to its writing. The difficulty had already reached a point where some members, including teachers, had separated themselves from the others and were in the process of setting up their own community (1John 2:19). Although the breach was complete, the defectors continued to keep in touch with the rest of the membership and were actively trying to entice them to join the new group (2:26). With the breach of fellowship, there came also a breach in understanding the faith.  

The author of 1 John attempts to reassure those to whom he writes, because their Christian community has undergone a serious split whereby a substantial part of the community has withdrawn from fellowship over doctrinal issues. The author of 1 John describes the group which has left as made up of 'antichrists' and 'false prophets' (strong language by any account). (Harris)
What was the author's goal in writing?   The basic purpose is given in 5:13—”These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.” I.e., to strengthen the faith and resolve of true believers in the church by encouraging them to maintain the apostolic gospel; to foster Christian assurance and to deal with false teachers and those who had broken off from the community. Also see 1:3, 1:4, and 2:1. To fortify Christians and keep them from falling into error.

Group 2
Structure: 

Describe the organization of the book. In some places it seems intricately structured; in others it seems rambling and disconnected. The author takes up themes, leaves them, and then returns. This makes it hard to outline the book. It's notoriously difficult to trace a logically flowing argument in 1 John—not like Paul's letters.

Write out two basic outlines.

Prologue. 1:1-4
    1. First Cycle. 1:5-2:28. The Christian life as fellowship with God (walking in the Light), tested by righteousness (1:8-2:6), love (2:7-17), and belief (2:18-28).

    2. Second Cycle. 2:29-4:6. Divine sonship tested by righteousness (2:29-3:10a), love (3:10b-24a), and belief (3:24b-4:6).

    3. Third Cycle. 4:7-5:21. Closer correlation of righteousness, love, and belief.

    Prologue. 1:1-4.

    I. God is light. 1:5-2:27.

        1. Communion with God and confession of sin. 1:5-2:2.

        2. Communion with God and obedience. 2:3-11.

        3. Attitude toward the world. 2:12-17.

        4. Warning against the antichrists. 2:18-27.

    II. God is righteousness. 2:28-4:6.

        1. The righteous children of God. 2:28-3:10.

        2. The righteous love of the children of God. 3:11-18.

        3. Confidence before God. 3:19-24.

        4. Warning against the spirit of antichrist. 4:1-6.

    III. God is love. 4:7-5:12.

        1. The nature of true agape. 4:7-21.

        2. Cruciality of faith in Jesus. 5:1-12.

    Epilogue. 5:13-21.

    Prologue--the Word of life. 1:1-4.

    Walking in the light. 1:5-2:2.

    Keeping his commands. 2:3-11.

    The new status of believers and their relation to the world. 2:12-17.

    A warning against antichrists. 2:18-27.

    The hope of God's children. 2:28-3:3.

    The sinlessness of God's children. 3:4-10.

    Brotherly love as the mark of the Christian. 3:11-18.

    Assurance and obedience. 3:19-24.

    The spirits of truth and falsehood. 4:1-6.

    God's love and our love. 4:7-12.

    Assurance and Christian love. 4:13-5:4.

    The true faith confirmed. 5:5-12.

    Christian certainties. 5:13-21.

(Smalley)

I. Preface: The Word of Life (1:1-4)

II. Live in the Light (1:5-2:29)

A. God is Light (1:5-7)

B. First condition for living in the light: Renounce Sin (1:8-2:2)

C. Second condition: Be Obedient (2:3-11)

D. Third Condition: Reject Worldliness (2:12-17)

E. Fourth Condition: Keep the Faith (2:18-29)

III. Live as Children of God (3:1-3)

A. God is Father (3:1-3)

B. First Condition for Living as God's Children: Renounce Sin (3:4-9)

C. Second Condition: Be Obedient (3:10-24)

D. Third Condition: Reject Worldliness (4:1-6)

E. Fourth Condition: Be Loving (4:7-5:4)

F. Fifth Condition: Keep the Faith (5:5-13)

IV. Conclusion: Christian Confidence (5:14-21)

[This is the one we'll roughly follow for this series.]

Date:

Why is it difficult to find an exact date for the writing of 1 John? Not given in the letter; few historical references in the book; it depends largely on our ability to reconstruct the history of the Johannine community. 

When was the book probably written?  Somewhere around 85-90 (so EBC), or 60-65 (So Bible Knowledge Commentary)

Relationships to Other Writing:

1 John is directly related to what other NT books?  2 & 3 John and the Gospel of John.

Name some things that argue for the common authorship of the Gospel of John and 1 John.  Their common vocabulary and syntax, similar style, overlapping ideas, a singular point of view, and a shared theology.

Group 3
Explain the idea of the “Johannine community” or school. The Johannine community or school was a group of teachers who lived, taught, and ministered within a common theological heritage. Members of this association traced their roots to the apostle John. Or it could refer to the community or congregation composed of house-churches around Ephesus who were greatly influenced by John and his gospel.
What are the major themes in the book?  Person and work of Christ, refuting ethical error, showing that belief influences behavior, love of God, eternal life, assurance, obedience, unity.

What type (genre) of literature is 1 John?  A “paper” which expounds Johannine teaching and ideas for the benefit of misled members of John's community (so Smalley); a pastoral letter to a congregation (So Intro to NT). An encyclical letter intended for the congregations under John's care (so Lenski).

How is 1 John different from other epistles?  No opening greeting, no addressee, no thanksgiving or other formal touches common to letters of this time.

In what sense is 1 John a “catholic” document?  “Catholic” means “universal” or “general”; thus, the book is applicable to all believers

What are three tests or marks that John gives for true believers?  1) belief in Jesus as the Christ who came in the flesh; 2) righteousness-obedience; 3) love for one another

Give some background on 1 John 5:7-8a.  Almost certainly added to the text later—not original. In no Greek text prior to 11th century, and very few thereafter. No early church father quotes it. None of the ancient version have it. It likely was first a marginal note that a scribe added to the text.

Conclusion: Examining the background information of any Bible book is an essential step in understanding that book. Knowing the author, setting, themes, original audience, date of writing, and other similar information will vastly increase your likelihood of correctly interpreting the book.


Lesson 1: Prologue


The Word of Life  1:1-4

Theme: A right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ is necessary for salvation, the basis of fellowship, and a cause for rejoicing.

Remember from our introductory study that John wrote his letter to several house-churches in Ephesus that were under his care. What was his intent or purpose in writing?  To help them maintain their commitment to Christ, to teach them sound doctrine, and to prevent error. He's trying to reinforce their doctrine, to build them up in the faith. He's also strongly arguing against error and the false teachers who were producing it.

These verses (1-4) serve as a prologue or introduction to the letter. How is this introduction different from other NT letters?  No author mentioned, no greetings, no prayer or thanksgiving. Cf. Gal 1:1-3.

The prologue introduces the reader three important themes which will be more fully developed later in the body of the work: (a) the importance of eyewitness testimony to who Jesus is (cf. 4:14, 5:6-12), (b) the importance of the earthly ministry of Jesus as a part of God’s revelation of himself in Jesus Christ (cf. 4:2, 5:6), and (c) the eternal life available when one believes in Jesus Christ (5:11-12, 5:20). These first four verses are John's basic, fundamental statement regarding the person and work of Christ. The rest of the book is builds on and explains the concepts contained in these four verses.

John begins his letter with an uncompromising declaration of the life-giving gospel about Jesus and confronts his critics at the outset with the very truth they were busy denying. The key to understanding the Preface lies in the fact that John's readers were in danger of accepting false teaching about the person and work of Christ.

Read John 1:1-4. Note at least three similarities between the first four verses in the Gospel of John and the first four verses in 1 John.  Both talk about Jesus, both refer to what happened in the beginning, both refer to Jesus as the “Word,” both talk about “life.”

Most scholars who have studied the Prologue of 1 John have noticed that they consist of one long, grammatically complex, awkward sentence. The main verb “we proclaim,” which controls the whole sentence, does not appear until v. 3 (some English translations [e.g., NIV] move it to the end of v. 1 in order to help the readers). Instead, the Preface opens with the object of the verb, which consists of four relative clauses, all starting with “that which.” The complexity of the Prologue is likely due to the intensity of the author's feeling when he reflects on the nature of the Christian message. John was clearly moved by the truths he was writing, and this comes out in the grammar of these verses. The effect of this odd grammatical structure is that the message gets the emphasis instead of the messenger.

These four verses contain a great deal of doctrinal content. Note several significant truths that John asserts here:

1. Jesus was “from the beginning” (v. 1). 

· While the introduction to John's Gospel deals with the eternity of Christ and his entrance into time, the prologue to the Epistle centers on the earthly life of Jesus, that which the apostles heard and proclaimed (cf. Acts 5:20; Phil 2:16). John and the other disciples experienced Jesus’ earthly ministry from the very beginning of it. They were first-person experts regarding the life of Christ.
· This message, the gospel, is from the beginning because it is of God. It precedes creation, time, and history.
· John's message, unlike that of his opponents, has not changed. It was there from the beginning. John is arguing against his critics by asserting that his message is the original gospel. 

· John calls Jesus “the Word of life,” using the same terminology employed in the first words of the Gospel—”In the beginning was the Word…” It's clear that the Word is the eternal Second Person of the Trinity. Jesus both is the living Word and is the central message of the Gospel.

2. John and the other apostles (“we”) had a personal, physical relationship with Jesus (v. 1-2). They heard him, saw him and touched him, both before and after the resurrection. 

· How many ways does John state that the apostles had seen Jesus? “…we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon … the life was manifested, and we have seen it … was manifested unto us … That which we have seen.”
· What are the other words in the passage that John uses to convey the idea that the apostles had first-hand experience with Jesus?  Heard, hands have handled
· John is giving his testimony as a first-person eyewitness to the events. Why do you think it was important to John to get this point across?  This is important because his opponents were suggesting that Jesus was a phantom or a ghost of some sort and not truly a human being in the flesh. Later in the letter John states that it is necessary to believe that Jesus came in the flesh. 

Also, first-hand experience helps establish John's authority and credibility. One of John's purposes in writing was to build his readers' confidence in the Gospel that they had been taught. He was showing them that the truth of the Gospel was beyond dispute.

· John's unstated assertion here is that the false teachers who were causing the Ephesian church so much distress were not first-person eyewitnesses of Jesus, so they had less credibility than John did. What have the false teachers heard, seen, and handled? Nothing. Unlike the apostles, they had no first-hand knowledge.

· Who is the “we” in these verses?  The plural pronoun “we,” links him with the other apostles. The apostles, not the false teachers, were there in person, seeing and experiencing Jesus' earthly ministry. What John is saying is the testimony of all the apostles. 

· What should be the desire of all those who have experienced a relationship with Christ?  They should naturally want to share that truth with others. Like John, they should declare that which they have experienced.
3. Genuine fellowship is based on correct doctrine (v. 3).

· Note that John is writing about what he has seen and heard so that he and his audience may have fellowship together and with God. Those who do not share a common set of beliefs cannot have genuine fellowship.

· Define fellowship: having something in common, partnership, association, community, communion, joint participation. Its root meaning is “common” or “shared” as opposed to “one's own.”
· Fellowship (koinonia) is not just social interaction, nor does it have anything to do with potluck dinners. Rather, fellowship speaks of common participation in the blessings of Christ. In the NT it refers to Christians who share a common faith (Philem 6), who share possessions (Acts 2:44, 4:30), or who are partners in the gospel (Phil 1:5). Koinonia, with its derivatives, occurs over sixty times in the NT in reference to the supernatural life that Christians share. Believers enjoy a common bond with other believers, with Christ, and with God the Father. This is what causes the unity of faith.

· There can be no fellowship with the Father or with the Son that is not based on a correct set of beliefs. John's point is that if one rejects the original message, he is also rejecting any fellowship with Jesus and God the Father.
· Any relationship one has with the Father is due to his relationship with the Son. See John 14:6, 9, 23. If one does not have a correct relationship to Jesus, he cannot be rightly related to God the Father.
· John is trying to show his readers that the false teachers that were influencing the church really had no common doctrinal agreement with the apostles. He's suggesting that if his readers want fellowship with God, they have to break fellowship with the false teachers.
· False teachers at the time this epistle was written (and today) regarded Jesus as less than equal with God. They usually suggest that he is some sort of created being, but not essentially God. This fundamental error rules out any true fellowship between them and genuine believers. How people view Christ (Christology) determines whether they are able to participate in the benefits of Christian fellowship.
· Are there ever valid reasons for true believers to break fellowship with each other?  Yes, cf. 2 Thes 3.14. If you think a fellow Christian is in serious theological error or in sin, you should have no fellowship with him. Some call this “secondary” separation. “Primary” separation is from the ungodly/unsaved.
4. Eternal life is in Jesus Christ and is available through Him (v. 2-3).

· John and the other apostles had personally experienced the living Word, and they had communicated the Gospel to those in Ephesus. They had testified and proclaimed this life to people everywhere they went. Those who accepted the Word of life received eternal life.
· The apostles had personal contact with the Word of life. The life appeared, they had seen it, and John was now proclaiming it. John seems to talk about Jesus and eternal life synonymously because they are inseparable.
· He's reminding his readers that true fellowship is based on the reception of eternal life.
5. Fellowship in the Gospel is a source of joy (v. 4).

· The fellowship that believers experience together, as well as that fellowship they enjoy with God through Christ should be a great source of encouragement to them. Christianity is not a dull, lifeless religion. Christians have good reasons to be filled with joy.

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 3 John 4

· Some texts read “that your joy may be full” (KJV) while others have “that our joy may be full.” As in English, the Greek words for “your” and “our” are different by only one letter (hJmw'n or uJmw'n) and could easily have been confused by a scribe somewhere along the way. The reading “our” is most likely correct, although either reading makes sense.
Conclusion: John and the other apostles are the authoritative communicators of the message regarding Jesus Christ. A right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ is necessary for salvation, the basis of fellowship, and a cause for rejoicing. Those who reject this message have no fellowship with God or with true believers.

Application:

· The Apostles were eyewitnesses of the events described in the Bible. What we have in the NT is an accurate, dependable record that we can trust.

· Do you truly have fellowship with God? That is, have you put your faith in Jesus Christ? If not, you can have no fellowship either with God or with believers.

· Are you taking time to fellowship with other believers in the context of the church?

· Do you separate yourself from false teachers and false doctrine? Any “religion” that does not uphold the fundamental truths of the Gospel is false. Believers should not cooperate or “fellowship” with those who compromise on the Gospel.

· Doctrine is the basis of unity. It’s vital that all members of a church subscribe to the same doctrinal concepts. The teaching of doctrine should be a significant aspect of education in the church.

· Do you rejoice in the fact that you are a Christian?

Discussion:

1. Why must truth be the basis for fellowship?  Because truth is the one thing that does not change; because any other basis requires the compromise of truth.
2. Consider the following scenario: All the other churches in your town decide to work together to host an evangelistic campaign. A representative of the group calls you to ask if you and your church will be involved. How would your respond?  If these churches are typical of most main line churches, they are not committed to the truth of the gospel. Thus, you should have no fellowship with them. You can't, since you don't agree on many significant doctrines. While there is much agreement among professing Christians, there are also serious areas of disagreement which prevent cooperation. In order to cooperate, you'd have to compromise or ignore these disagreements. 
3. What is the context in which believers are to fellowship?  The local church. The church should be the center for fellowship, because members of that church have things in common. They should all share a common set of beliefs and theology.
4. How is John's definition of fellowship different from the typical idea of fellowship?  We usually think of fellowship as talking, eating, and relaxing together. John is talking about a truth that binds believers to each other and to God. Participation in the Gospel, not a common meal or any activity, causes fellowship. All believers have fellowship based on their position in Christ. 
5. You've maybe heard the idea of a Christian being backslidden, in sin, and therefore “out of fellowship” with God. Is this an accurate use of the word “fellowship”?   No, if you are a true believer, you have fellowship with God. If you are not a believer, you don't have fellowship with Him. Thus, the phrase “fellowship with God” is roughly synonymous with salvation.
6. If a correct relationship with God is based on a correct understanding of the person and work of Christ, what is true of those whose Christology is in error?  They are not saved. You can’t believe false doctrine about Jesus and be saved. This is one of the key points of 1 John.

Lesson 2: Walking in the Light (1:5-2:2)

Theme: True believers live a holy life.
We've entitled this series “Vital Signs: Evidences of True Discipleship.” John gives several proofs or evidences throughout the book that one's profession of faith is genuine. The first major section of the book (after the Preface) is one of the clearest statements of such conditions. John strongly states that a holy lifestyle is the most significant and telling proof of true fellowship with God. Since God is light, those who claim to have fellowship with God must walk in the light.

Recap:  The first four verses of 1 John are introductory. They set the tone and give the theme of the book. A right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ is necessary for salvation, the basis of fellowship, and a cause for rejoicing.

Today we'll examine the first major section of the book, 1:5-2:2. The key to understanding this part of 1 John is found in the summary statement in verse 5: “God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.” John's goal in this section is to show the direct connection between belief and behavior. One cannot have true fellowship with God and still live a consistently sinful lifestyle. Truth and purity are incompatible with error and sin. However, even the believer cannot claim to be without sin. Fortunately, the work of Christ has paid the penalty for believers. Christians may enjoy daily cleansing from sin.

Structure: John starts with a mistaken claim (v. 6 “if we say…”) followed by a true statement of the case (v. 7 “But if we walk…”). He repeats this claim and counter-claim format three times. The statements reflect the real concern of the author that some of the Christians to whom he is writing are being (or will be) influenced by the teaching of the opponents.

Note several reasons John gives why true believers must live a holy life.

1. Believers Should Live Holy Lives Because God is Holy (v. 5).

· The first error John addresses is the claim that sin is unimportant, i.e., that it's possible to be in a right relationship with God and still live a consistently sinful lifestyle.

· John asserts that God is light and is without darkness. What truth is he communicating by the light and darkness comparisons?  “Light” in the Bible is symbolic of good, purity, holiness, while darkness symbolizes sin and error. This is legitimate symbolism, clearly found in the text, and surely what John means by these terms. The OT uses the same symbolism (Ps 27.1, 119:130; Isa 5:20; Mic 7.8). John uses the same ideas in the Gospel (Jn 1:7-9). Also Paul (2 Cor 6.14).
· Those who have fellowship with God must reflect the holy character of God in their own lives. Belief always affects behavior. That’s why doctrine is practical.
· Check out what John says about light and darkness in John 3:18-21. The picture painted here suggests that one's affection for 'light' and 'darkness' reveals one's inner nature. You have to choose one side or the other; one cannot just remain neutral. Either one comes to the light, and it becomes evident that one belongs there, or one hates the light and shrinks back into the darkness to hide from it. 
· John's statement about God being light is the basis for the rest of this section. The following statements are logical conclusions from the fact that God is pure and holy. The fact that God is holy has practical results for believers.

1 Peter 1:15-16 According to the Holy One who has called you, you also become holy in all conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
2. Believers Should Live Holy Lives because a Sinful Lifestyle is Characteristic of Being Unsaved (v. 6).

· Can one claim to have fellowship with God and not have fellowship with Him?  Yes. John is likely addressing the false teachers/opponents at Ephesus—they are the ones claiming fellowship with God, yet living a sinful life. 
· John's opponents, who profess that they have “come to the light,” have not in reality done so, and their deeds prove it, because they are continuing to “walk in darkness.” What does John mean by “walk in darkness”? live an unrighteous lifestyle
· What is true of those who claim to be saved yet walk in darkness?  They lie and do not the truth.
· True faith is much more than a claim. False professions of faith are very common. One of the proofs of salvation is the desire to live a holy life. Those who persist in sin show that they never truly were saved. Time normally tells whether one is truly saved. Believers must persevere in faith. Fruit, or lack thereof, will eventually tell if one is saved or not.

· Remember the proper definition of fellowship: the connection believers have with God and with each other based on common spiritual realities. Fellowship with God is synonymous with salvation. Thus, true believers cannot be out of fellowship with God.  

· What is the significance of the present tense verb “walk”? It suggests continual, habitual behavior. He's not talking about occasional sin, but a lifestyle of unrighteous behavior. If someone should claim to have fellowship with God, and yet continues walking in the darkness, then it follows that he is lying and not practicing the truth.
· Darkness and light are mutually exclusive—you can't have both at the same time. The same is true of righteousness and sinfulness—if you are one, you won't be the other. Living in darkness makes fellowship with God impossible. We're talking about habitual lifestyle and behavior here. Although believers are still sinful, the overall trend in their lives should be toward righteousness, not sinfulness.

2 Cor 6:14-16  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
3. Living Holy Lives Results in Fellowship with Other Believers (v. 7).

· What is the basis of “fellowship with one another”?  Walking in the light, i.e., living a holy life, which is the result of salvation.
· Again, the idea of walking in the light suggests a continual (present tense) reality, a habit of life, a righteous behavior pattern.

· What are the two benefits of walking in the light?  Fellowship with one another; the blood of Christ cleanses us from sin. 
· “One another” here either means among believers or between the believer and God. Either makes sense, although the former (among believers) is probably what John means.

· The “blood” of Jesus refers to the bloody sacrifice of Christ on the cross. In his suffering and death, Jesus offered the true and final sacrifice for sin.

· Cleansing from sin is an ongoing benefit of being saved. At the point of salvation, all sin is cancelled from the believer’s account. But because we go on sinning even after salvation, we need continual cleansing from the daily defilement and contamination that sin produces. The confession of sin for believers is to maintain the close personal relationship that they enjoy with God. Although all sin is forgiven at the point of salvation, it is still necessary for believers to confess and forsake sins on a daily basis.
· Walking in the light most likely refers to what one does after one has “come to the light,” that is, to the process of sanctification. John is not worried about his readers' initial salvation experience. What he wants to do here is reassure them about their forgiveness of sins committed after having become Christians. This is in stark contrast to the condition of the opponents, who (in 1:6) profess to have fellowship with God (i.e., to be justified), but deny their profession by their lifestyle (i.e., by continuing to “walk in darkness”).

Titus 1:15-16  Unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.
4. Living Holy Lives Does Not Demand Sinless Perfection (1.8-2.2).

· Walking in the light does not guarantee that believers won't sin occasionally. Overcoming sin is a continual battle throughout the believer's life. No believer ever achieves sinless perfection in this life.
 Perhaps the heretics that opposed John were claiming to be without sin or that sin didn't really matter. Freedom from the Law is not a license to sin. Such an idea is called “antinomianism.”

· What is true of those who claim to be without sin?  They deceive themselves and the truth is not in them; make God a liar and his word is not in them. Deceive themselves—refuse to face the facts, refuse to admit their behavior as sinful. The truth of God has no place in such people.
· What should we do when we sin?  Confess it as sin.
· The word “confess” literally means “to say the same thing.” This agreement expresses itself in an act of commitment, promise, or confession in a court or legal contract. Derived from this legal usage, “confess” here means the acknowledgment of sins. The one who makes the confession faces a fact. He tries neither to hide nor deny it. When someone acknowledges his fault honestly, he experiences God's forgiveness.
· John uses the plural “sins” here, suggesting that believers ought to confess individual acts of sin. The prayer “God, please forgive me for all my sins” is not adequate. Instead, we should confess each individual sin to God.
· What two characteristics are true of God (v. 9)?  Faithful and just. Faithful = reliable, trustworthy. Just = righteous
· The word “forgive” literally means “to release or let go.” God both forgives sin and purges it from the believer. Should believers continue in sin just because they know that God will forgive them anyway?  No, that's the wrong attitude to take. If that's your attitude, it shows that you are still walking in darkness. The fact that God forgives sin is no excuse for continuing in sin.
· John's opponents appear to be saying that one's behavior is unimportant and sin is not capable of interfering with a Christian's relationship to God. John says that a Christian who denies the guilt attached to sin is self-deceived. Sins need to be confessed to God, and when this is done, the believer may be sure that God, because he is both faithful and righteous, will forgive the sins confessed as well as cleanse the believer from all unrighteousness.

· What is true of those who claim to be without sin (.10)?  They make God out to be a liar and such a claim proves that His word is not in them. That is, they attack God's character and reject his Word. God repeatedly states that man is sinful. To deny it is to deny both God and His Word.
· John intended that his readers quit sinning (2:1). John wants his readers to recognize the seriousness of sin, and also to “walk in the light” by living blamelessly. However, in the next sentence he shows them what to do if they do sin. So while the standard of pure holiness is still valid (“sin not”), one must admit that no believer will ever achieve such sinlessness in this life.

· What is an advocate?   A lawyer, one argues on your behalf. Cf. Heb 7.25. “Intercession” is the same idea.
· The word “advocate” comes from two words, “along side” and “to call” (para + klhtos). The verb means “to summon to one's aid.” The noun form suggests someone called alongside to help. The idea of a lawyer helping a client at court seems to be the idea. An advocate intercedes on behalf of others. Thus, in our need of forgiveness, we have an effective intercessor to act for us and to present our case to God the Judge.  Note: The description of the Holy Spirit as “Paraclete” is unique to the Gospel of John (14:16, 14:26, 15:26, and 16:7). Here, in the only other use of the word in the NT, it is Jesus, not the Spirit, who is described as Paraclete.
· What does the name “the righteous” suggest about Jesus’ ability to advocate on behalf of believers?  He's the best person to advocate for us before God, since God Himself is righteous. 
· What does the word “propitiation” mean? Averting, appeasing, or turning aside divine wrath. Sin excites or enflames God's wrath against sin. The death of Christ satisfied God's righteous wrath against sin. God has no wrath against us because He poured it all out on Jesus. Some newer versions translate the word “atoning sacrifice.”
· Note that Jesus is both our advocate and our sacrifice for sin. He presents our case on the basis of His own work on our behalf.

· When John refers to “the whole world,” is he implying that God's wrath is satisfied regarding every person in the world?  No, he's talking about the universal scope of salvation, i.e., everyone without distinction regarding ethnic or geographic considerations. Cf. John 4:42 “… this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.” There is some sense in which the propitiatory work of Jesus on the cross (the substitutionary atonement) extends not just to believers but to the entire world. John is not implying that the benefit of Jesus' propitiatory work will extend to every individual in the world.

Conclusion: The main purpose of John's letter is to urge his readers to respond to his message, the fact that God is light, by living in the light. To live a holy life means to renounce sin. Unfortunately, sin is a continuing reality in the life of believers, so they must confess their sin to God, who will forgive and cleanse. Anyone who claims not to sin clearly displays the fact that he rejects both God and His Word. We cannot avoid the fact of sin, but we can avoid its habitual practice. There is hope for the sinner, since God's forgiveness is possible through Jesus Christ. He is the one who enables believers to “walk in the light.”

Application:  
· Are you actively trying to live a holy life by renouncing sin? Is your life characterized by darkness or light?

· Do you seek out opportunities to enjoy fellowship with other believers?

· Do you claim to be without sin, or consider sin to be unimportant?

· Do you struggle against sin, but confess and forsake it when it happens? Do you continue to feel guilty about sin you have genuinely confessed and forsaken?

Discussion:

1. In what way is God like light?  Light speaks of purity and holiness—that's what God is like.
2. Why does John picture sin as darkness?  Darkness suggests error and immorality. Much sin occurs during the night/darkness.
3. Why is it impossible to both have fellowship with God and live a sinful lifestyle?  The two are mutually exclusive. If one is saved, his life will be changed. If one is not saved, his life will be filled with sin.
4. How does fellowship with God produce fellowship with other believers?  The fellowship believers have with God is the common ground that binds fellow believers together. The one thing believers have in common is their relationship to God.
5. How do we know that it’s impossible for believers to live a perfectly sinless life?  These verses clearly teach that believers will continue to sin. Even the greatest Christians, like Paul, continued to struggle with sin (cf. Rom 7:14-21).
6. How could someone abuse the truth that God is merciful and delights in forgiving?  He could think “Let’s continue to sin since God will forgive anyway.” Cf. Rom 6:1-2.
7. How do we maintain a healthy sensitivity to sin?  Don't deny it—confess it; keep short accounts; flee from sinful activities; don’t allow yourself to become callused to sin.
  Lesson 3: The Necessity of Obedience (2:3-11)
Theme: True Believers Obey God’s Word

and Love God’s People

Recap: John gives several proofs or evidences (vital signs) throughout the book that one's profession of faith is genuine. The first four verses of 1 John show us that a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ is necessary for salvation, the basis of fellowship, and a cause for rejoicing. John next explains that one cannot have true fellowship with God and still live a consistently sinful lifestyle. Truth and purity are incompatible with error and sin.

In the section of his letter we’ll study today, John shows his readers the importance of obeying Christ's commandments, especially regarding love for fellow believers. One cannot both love God and hate other believers. Those who claim to be saved yet fail to love fellow believers are liars.

Structure: This section contains three claims to intimate knowledge of God, expressed by the three participles (“the one who says”) at the beginning of verses 4, 6, and 9. Each claim is followed by the author's evaluation of the claim and its implications.

John’s purpose here seems to be to show the difference between profession of salvation and possession of it. Many people claim to know God, but few show it by their obedient lifestyles. Obedience and love are the two tests by which professing believers may evaluate the reality of their faith.

1. True Believers Obey the Commandments of Christ (v. 3).

· One of the bases of assurance of salvation is a desire to obey Christ's commandments. Jesus himself said “If you love me, keep my commandments” and “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him” (John 14.15, 21). A lack of obedience should produce a lack of assurance.

· John is concerned that his readers can know for certain that they know God. Believers can be assured that they are genuinely saved. Salvation is not a “hope so” or “maybe so” condition. Believers should be confident in their spiritual status.

· John switches the tense of the two verbs “know” in verse 3. He literally writes, “We are knowing (present tense) that we have come to know (perfect tense) him.”  The perfect tense involves both past completed action and existing results, but emphasizes the existing results. John is interested in reassuring those whom he considers to be believers already: they came to know God at some time in the past, which results in a sure and continuing relationship in the present.

· Knowledge of God produces obedience to God. However, John is not talking about sinless perfection, as we’ve already seen. The overall pattern of the believer’s life should be one of obedience.

· What disproved the opponents’ claims to know God? Their disobedient lifestyle.
· John uses the verb “to know” (gnowskein) many times in this book. John’s opponents may have been teaching a form of early Gnosticism, which valued a special form of knowledge that was available only to the elite. John may have been using their own pet phrases, like “we know that we know,” against them. He is arguing that all believers have true knowledge of God.

2. One's Claim to Love Christ is Invalidated by Lack of Obedience (v. 4).

· A person can claim to know God, as John's opponents were doing, and yet not truly know God. False professions of faith are very common. Just because someone claims to be a Christian does not guarantee that he really is. 

· What two expressions does John use to convey the idea that a false professor is not telling the truth?  A liar, not in the truth
· Works test words. What a person does is a more accurate indicator of true belief than what he declares. Profession without practice is prevarication. Habitual disobedience invalidates any profession of faith. Your walk talks louder than your talk talks.

· When John concludes that the false professor is “a liar, and the truth is not in him,” he’s not just saying the person is in error. This is a very clear and forceful statement that such a person is not saved. Such a person did not lose salvation; rather, habitual disobedience proves he never was saved in the first place.

3. Obedience to the Commandments of Christ is a Basis of Assurance (v. 5).

· What is true of those who are keeping Christ's word?  In him the love of God is truly perfected/made complete. Note that “keepeth” is in the present tense. Lit. “whoever might be keeping…” Assurance is based on the existence of present-tense obedience, not just a past decision or experience.
[E.g., Don Heinz—missionary, began to doubt his salvation because of the details of his conversion experience. Assurance should be based on what is true currently, not solely on what happened at conversion. Your conversion experience may be fuzzy, but if you know that you are currently a repentant believer, and if there is evidence of fruit in your life, then there is no reason for any lack of assurance.]

· How can one know that he is “in him”?  If one has the desire to keep Christ's commands. 
· Those who have no desire to obey Christ’s commandments give evidence of what?  That they are not truly saved.
· What do you think John means by God’s love being perfected or completed in those who obey Jesus’ commandments? The love of God being made perfect/complete/brought to its goal seems to be synonymous with salvation. Those who display love for the brethren demonstrate God’s love at work in them, i.e., that they are really saved. Godly love for others is a clear evidence of regeneration. 
4. True Believers Seek to Live as Jesus Did (v. 6).

· True believers should walk as Jesus walked (v. 6). What does that mean?  Live like He lived. Try to follow the example of Jesus. Remember that “walk” implies continual action. The walk or conduct of Jesus is the model for everyone who claims that he is in union and fellowship with God.
· When John talks about abiding or living “in him,” he’s referring to the permanence of relationship between God and the believer. This is similar in concept to the Paul’s frequent use of “in him.” God indwells the believer through the Holy Spirit, and the believer is “in Christ” through faith.

· Being “in him” is a positional arrangement that is true of every believer. Every genuine Christian has this type of relationship with God, and the person who does not have this type of relationship is not a believer at all (in spite of what he or she may claim). 

· The example or pattern for every believer’s life is Christ’s life. The life of the believer must be consistent with the life of Jesus. We cannot claim to abide in him if we do not behave like him. Obedient discipleship is the idea. As Jesus lived, so must the follower of Jesus live.

· In some ways, it’s impossible to follow the example of Jesus. Name a few.  Walking on the water, raising the dead, other miracles that he did, anything he did that only God can do.
· Suggest some of the ways in which we can emulate the life of Jesus?  By trying to follow his character and morality. E.g., being gentle, forgiving, kind, gracious, friendly, obedient, etc.

· John uses several phrases to denote the same idea: knowing him (v. 4), being in him (v. 5), and abiding/remaining in him (v. 6). In each of these phrases is the idea of a close personal relationship with God through Christ. Cf. John 15:4-5.
5. Love for Other Believers is a Characteristic of True Believers (vv. 7-11).

· Vv. 7-8: The author means that what he writes is not a “new” commandment in the sense that it does not originate with him. John’s message and emphasis is one that has been “from the beginning” and does not represent an innovation, as the teaching of the opponents does. Although in verse 7 the author had designated this commandment as an “old” one, he now adds that in one sense (“again” in v. 8 could be translated “on the other hand”), it could be considered new: it is “new” in the sense of having fresh applicability to the readers rather than being “new” in the sense of time. Jesus Himself referred to the love believers are to have for each other as a new commandment (John 13:34-35).

· John’s words “the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth” probably refer to the change the Ephesian believers had experienced when they became Christians. They had moved spiritually from darkness into light, and their behavior had had an accompanying change for the better.

· When John talks about love in these verses, he’s not talking about a romantic feeling or even warm affection. Rather, he’s talking about a godly concern and care that is based on the fellowship believers have together with God. Because believers are part of the same family, they should demonstrate love for each other. Godly love is the desire to do what is best for the person loved.

· The words “occasion of stumbling” (v. 10) translate the word skandalon, from which we get our word “scandal.” This term is from a root meaning “jump up or snap shut,” and originally referred to the piece of wood that kept open a trap for animals. Metaphorically speaking, a skandalon implies a temptation to sin, error, or apostasy. It is also used of that which causes offense or scandal, or divisions, or hinders faith. Thus, those who live in the light and show the reality of their faith by loving other believers have no reason to worry about falling into error or unbelief.

· Love for Christ and a desire to obey Him are directly linked. Christian behavior must be consistent with the nature of God.

· What is true of those who claim to be “in the light” but hate other believers? He is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him. I.e., unsaved.
· What is true of those who love other believers?  They are in the light (i.e., saved) and there is nothing in him to make him stumble.
· What does he mean by “walking in darkness”? “Walking in darkness” is synonymous with unbelief. Those who hate believers give evidence that they are not truly saved. 
· To “reside/remain/abide in the light” implies adhering to the apostolic eyewitness testimony about Jesus (as opposed to the false teaching of the opponents). John wants his readers to remain in what they have been taught instead of siding with the opponents. However, it also involves commitment to the “new commandment” of 2:8, that is, the commandment to “love one another,” a summary term for obedience to all of God’s ethical demands. The person who “resides/remains in the light” continues to “walk in the light” (1:7) and to imitate the character of God, who is light (1:5). 

Conclusion:  In this section John gives two marks by which people can know if they genuinely know God. Those who know God keep His commandments. In particular, they obey God’s commandments to love one another. If a person does not practice obedience and love, then he is walking in the realm of darkness, not in the light. A profession of faith by itself is worthless; such a claim must be worked out in practical deeds of love. 

Application: 

· Are you living a lifestyle that could be characterized as “walking in the light”?

· Do you openly display godly love and concern for other believers?

· Are you actively trying to obey the commands of Christ?

· Does your behavior back up or deny your profession of faith?

Discussion:

1. How does obedience to God’s Word demonstrate that a person truly knows God?  If salvation actually occurred, then one’s life is going to be characterized by obedience. Cf. 2 Cor 5:17.
2. Why is disobedience equated with lying about knowing God?  Because if you know God, you’re going to seek to obey him. Those living in habitual sin show their lack of genuine faith.
3. How can love be a command?  Because godly love is not a feeling; it’s a choice to care for the one loved. One need not feel anything special to display love.
4. How was John’s command both old and new?  It was old in the sense that it came from Jesus, not from John. It was new in the sense that John was re-applying it to his readers. Also, Jesus said it was a new commandment.
5. Why does love for God and love for others go together?  Because believers are all in God’s family. It makes sense to love God and love his children.
6. How is Christian love different from the world’s definition of love?  The world defines love in terms of romance, feelings, and emotion. Godly love is a choice rather than a feeling.
7. Does the Bible allow for one who professes to be saved to live in a continual, habitual state of disobedience? No; a true believer may backslide and sin, but the overall character in his life will be one of obedience, not sin. Those who continue to live in sin prove that they never truly got saved.
Lesson 4: The Danger of Worldliness (2:12-17)
Theme: True Believers Reject Worldliness

Thus far, John has told his audience that a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ is necessary for salvation, is the basis of fellowship, and is a cause for rejoicing. He then goes on to give several marks or proofs of genuine salvation. True believers obey God’s Word and love God’s people. In today’s passage, we’ll see that true believers reject worldliness.
Worldliness is one of those terms people frequently use without defining what they mean. One person’s definition is likely miles away from someone else’s. What believers once considered to be worldly behavior may now be common among believers. Can you think of any examples?  Playing cards, going to movies, wearing makeup, wearing shorts, playing sports on Sunday, etc.

Before talking about worldliness (2:15-17), John pauses briefly (2:12-14) to explain to his audience why he is writing this letter. The first section encourages the various groups in the church at Ephesus to remain faithful to the Lord. The second section exhorts readers to reject worldliness. It’s in this second section that we’ll find a true definition of worldliness.

[As we’ve previously learned, the book of 1 John is difficult to outline because John does not follow a logical argument or train of thought. He addresses a topic, goes on to the next, then returns to the first topic.]

Without realizing it, believers may forget their true spiritual condition and live in a way that is contradictory to God’s value system. But if we keep in mind what John is telling us in this passage, we’ll be less likely to do so.

1. True Believers Appreciate Their Spiritual Standing (2:12-14)

· Some suggest that John is addressing three separate groups in this text, but that seems unlikely. Instead, there are two groups of people in view here, addressed first as a whole (“little children”) and then as individual groups (“fathers” and “young men”). This is confirmed by the author’s use of  “little children” elsewhere in 1 John to refer to the entire readership, rather than a select group within it (2.1, 2.28, 3.7, 3.18, 4.4, and 5.21). “Young men” may refer to those new in the faith, while “fathers” likely refers to the more mature believers in his audience. 

· Three times in these four verses John uses the term “know.” The biblical concept of knowing goes far beyond mere intellectual understanding. Knowing somebody implies a close personal relationship with that person. For example, Jesus will say, “I never knew you” to those who reject him (Mt 7:23). This is important because John’s opponents were claiming some sort of special knowledge for themselves that the average believer did not have. John is saying that all believers have a true knowledge of God.

· Note what John says to his readers:

· Little children: a term of endearment referring to everyone in the church

· your sins are forgiven — Forgiveness is “for his name sake,” or on account of his name. The “name” of Jesus refers to Jesus himself. In the NT forgiveness is directly related to the person and work of Jesus. God forgives people based on the sacrificial death of Christ on the cross. This is the one and only basis of forgiveness of sin.
· you know the Father — All knowledge of God the Father comes through God the Son. Read John 5:22-24. To say that one knows the Father implies that one is correctly related to him.

· Fathers: you have known him who is from the beginning (twice) — The word “fathers” is a term of respect suggesting advanced age and/or mature spirituality. The grammar of the phrase “you have known” suggests a past knowledge with still remains and grows; an established relationship with God through Christ which continues to develop in the present. Who is “him who is from the beginning”?  The entire phrase is so similar to “what was from the beginning” in 1:1 that a reference to Jesus Christ is most likely here. John is talking about the beginning of Jesus’ self-revelation to his disciples in his earthly ministry. 

· Young men: this may be addressed to young men in particular or (more likely) to young people in general.

· you have overcome the wicked one (twice) — the sense is that of an accomplished fact with continuing consequences. God has given believers the victory over sin and death (1 Cor 15:57; 1 Jn 5:4). Who is “the wicked one”?  Satan, our arch-enemy, who walks about like a lion, seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet 5:8). Over this source of evil the Christian, through the victory of Jesus, is able to be triumphant (cf. Luke 10:18; Col 2:15; Rev 20:5). Note that overcoming Satan is linked with the Word of God living within them.

· you are strong — John is likely referring to spiritual strength and maturity rather than mere physical vitality.
· the word of God lives in you — By “word of God,” John likely means the Gospel, the message about eternal life revealed by Jesus Christ to his disciples from the beginning of his earthly ministry. The Word of God is “living and powerful” (Heb 4:12), continually operating and influencing the lives of believers. A superficial acquaintance with God’s Word doesn’t give this kind of strength. He’s talking about a serious commitment to learn and follow the Word as a pattern of life. The strength to conquer the wicked one is directly linked to one’s access to the Word of God.

· You may note that John changes from “I write” (v. 12-13) to “I have written” (v. 14). This change in tense (from present to past) is likely just part of John’s writing style, and has little or no bearing on the meaning of the passage.

· John’s point here is to reassure his readers of the truth of their spiritual condition. A good understanding of one’s spiritual condition will prevent worldliness, which John addresses next.

2. True Believers Reject Worldliness (2:15-17)

· In verses 12-14 John has been describing the positive spiritual condition of true believers. Now he shows how this theological truth (belief) affects everyday life (behavior) by exhorting his readers to reject worldliness. Those who know God have no need or desire to find happiness in what the “world” has to offer.  John also moves from the present and perfect indicative (suggesting what is true) to the imperative (the mood of command). Practice is always based on doctrine.
· John again seems to be criticizing his opponents, who apparently do “love the world,” since they “are of the world” (4.5a), they “have gone out into the world” (4.1), they “speak from the world’s perspective” (4.5b), and “the world listens to them” (4.5c).

· The word “world” can refer to many things. Suggest a few.  The universe, the Earth, the people of the Earth, all unsaved people, or any value system in opposition to God. 

· What does John mean by “the world” here?  All forces in opposition to God; a system of values that contradicts God’s system of values and is adopted by those who oppose God. Not the world as God made it, but the things of the world that have been corrupted under Satanic control.
· It is impossible to love both God and the world. The love of one cancels out one’s desire for the other. Worldly attitudes work against commitment to God. God’s love finds no place in those who love the world. That place is already occupied, so God’s love is kept out.  Example: somebody gets a job and a car, then has to work on Sunday, and pretty soon their love for God diminishes—never come to church, never read Bible, start participating in sinful behaviors.
· “Love not . . . the things that are in the world.” These things are the treasures, pleasures, honors, wealth, power, wisdom, etc. that the world has to offer. Whatever is hostile to God, no matter how attractive and pleasant it may seem, is a thing “of the world,” to which believers must be hostile since they belong to God. We must not adopt the value system of an ungodly world or esteem the ungodly things the world pursues.

· How does John describe what he means by “all that is in the world”? The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.
· Where else in the Bible do we find someone tempted by these three worldly temptations? Genesis 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, and that it [was] pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
· What is lust?  The word for “lust” is simply “strong desire” that may be directed for good or bad things. In this case, it’s obviously bad.
· Note how John describes “all that is in the world” —

· Lust of the flesh — Neither the word “lust” (desire) nor “flesh” always implies something negative or sinful. Some desires of the human body are sinful, but others are neutral, and some could even be considered noble. But in this case, John is clearly talking about fulfilling immoral human desires. The “flesh” here refers to fallen human nature in general, a disposition of hostility toward God. One who fulfills the lust of the flesh lives as if human, earthly life is all there is. His main concern is pleasing himself by fulfilling all his bodily appetites. God is irrelevant to such a person. Take a look at the “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5:19-21.

· Lust of the eyes — This phrase focuses attention on desires that are related to one’s surroundings. Genesis 3:6 mentioned that the forbidden tree was “pleasing to the eyes and desirable….” So “lust of the eyes” is roughly synonymous with greed, materialism, and/or a craving for what one can see. One who fulfills the lust of the eyes focuses on external appearances. See Matthew 5:28 and 6:22-23.
· Pride of life — One could translate this phrase as “the arrogance produced by material possessions” or perhaps “the pride of one’s lifestyle.” John seems to be referring to the temptation to boast about one’s wealth, show off one’s posses​sions, or brag of one’s social status or lifestyle. John is warning his audience against a boastful overconfidence in themselves or their possessions. The person who thinks he has enough wealth and property to protect himself and ensure his security has no need for God (or anything else outside himself). Also see Romans 12:3.

· What is a worldly person? A worldly person is selfish, greedy, and arrogant, and rejects God’s value system. A worldly person seeks to fulfill his every human desire. He operates on a purely human level and has no spiritual dimension to his existence. His affections are all centered on the world; he has no love for God or spiritual things (“the love of the Father is not in him,” 2:15). Such desires are stimulated by what he sees and expressed in his showy lifestyle. 
· Worldliness is primarily a matter of the heart. Rather than setting one’s heart on God and the things of God, a worldly person sets his affections on himself and the things he can see and feel. Earthly realities are all that are attractive to him.

· What does James 4:4 say about those who are friends of the world?  They are the enemies of God.
· How do you explain the fact that in John’s Gospel, we read “God so loved the world…” while here we read “Love not the world…”?  John is using the term “world” in two different senses. In the Gospel, he’s talking about the people of the world; in the epistle he’s talking about that system that is in opposition to God.
· John gives 3 reasons believers should distance themselves from “the world”:

· You can’t love both God and the world at the same time.

· All that is in the world is not of the Father

· The things of the world are temporary, as opposed to the things of God.
· What does John mean by his statement that the world is “passing away”?  It’s temporary, superficial, and of little value. The world offers nothing that can satisfy the deepest desires of the heart. By “world” here, he’s not talking about the Earth, but about the “things of the world.”
· The world, human existence, and material possessions are not sinful in themselves; it is man’s wrong attitude to these, and his insistence on seeking them apart from God, which produces a worldly character. Anyone who claims to live “in the light” must avoid worldliness.

· John stresses obedience to the will of God by the believer, and this amounts to imitating the obedience of Jesus Christ by walking (conducting one’s life) just as Jesus walked (see 2:6). By this obedience to God a person may demonstrate his true allegiance (to God and not to the world) and thus strengthen his assurance that in fact he possesses eternal life. Thus, “the one who does the will of God” is the believer, and it is in the doing of God’s will (obedience) that the believer demonstrates to himself and to those around him that he is a believer.

· In opposition to the world and the things in it, those who do the will of God “abide forever.” The person who loves God is the obedient Christian, the one who does God’s will. Such a person experiences the eternal, permanent love of God.

Conclusion: True believers appreciate their spiritual position: they are forgiven, they know God, they have overcome the power of Satan, they are strong and mature, and the living Word of God is working in them. In light of such a rich spiritual heritage, Christians should love God rather than the world. All the world offers is at best temporary and superficial, while obedience to God provides permanent benefits. Loving God and choosing His will is the path to true and lasting fulfillment.

Application:

· Have you come to know God through faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior?
· The “young men” were able to overcome the wicked one because of the Word of God dwelling within them. Can you say that the Word dwells within you? Do you read it, meditate upon it, memorize it, obey it, and love it?
· What’s more important to you, making money or serving God? Would you rather be rich or holy?
· Do you love the things of the world more than the things of God? 
· Worldly attitudes produce worldly behavior. Are you allowing worldly attitudes (like selfishness, covetousness, and pride) to influence you?
· Do you love, value, and esteem what unsaved people love, value, and esteem?
Discussion:

1. What do we mean when we say that the Word of God is “living”?  It’s active, continuing to affect us.

2. Give an example of how people today fulfill the lust of the flesh.  The emphasis on pleasing your self; the prevalence and acceptability of immorality.

3. Give an example of how people today fulfill the lust of the eyes.  Materialism/covetousness; basing choices on appearances alone.

4. Give an example of how people today fulfill the pride of life.  The desire to be admired; how showy and ostentatious people are; flashy displays of wealth.

5. Suggest some “things of the world” that we should not love.  Anything that is clearly in opposition to God’s value system. E.g., Hollywood entertainment industry, the night club scene, any books or magazines that advocate for an ungodly value system.

6. How can worldly values influence the choices believers make?  What you believe or think always influences/dictates how you behave. Those who adopt a worldly value system will behave in worldly ways. Even believers may display selfishness, materialism and pride.

7. Why is what “the world” has to offer so appealing?  Because it corresponds to our fallen human nature. We naturally desire to fulfill our immoral desires, to get more material possessions for ourselves, and to show off so others admire us. The world seems to offer immediate satisfaction of our desires.

8. We sometimes say that believers are to be “in the world but not of the world.” What does this expression mean?  That we live in society and function as part of the system, but we don’t adopt/buy into the world’s ungodly set of values. We live distinct, separated lives.

9. How does love for the world decrease the believer’s capacity to love God?  The more you love the world the less you love God. The two are in opposition, antagonistic to one another. A worldly Christian is an oxymoron.

10. How does John’s definition of worldliness differ from the common definition?  He’s more general, i.e., he talks about what worldly attitudes are rather than specific behaviors. We tend to talk about rules of behavior rather than attitudes. If we avoid a worldly attitude, we’ll avoid worldly behaviors.

11. Suggest some behaviors that would truly be worldly.  Any form of sexual immorality, gluttony; materialism—buying lots of stuff for your self, covetousness—wanting what others have; self-promotion, wearing showy clothes, driving a showy car, bragging about yourself.


Lesson 5: A Warning Against Antichrists (2:18-29)

Theme: True Believers Keep the Faith

Recap: Thus far we’ve seen that a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ is necessary for salvation, is the basis of fellowship, and is a cause for rejoicing. John next declares that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people, and reject worldliness.

In today’s passage, we’ll see that true believers keep the faith. That is, they persevere in faith and in good works. Those who fail to persevere prove that they never were truly saved in the first place.

Structure: There are three subsections within 2:18-29. In the first (2:18-19) the author mentions the coming of Antichrist and connects it with the departure of the opponents. In the second (2:20-23) he contrasts his readers with the Anti​christ and the opponents. In the third section (2:24-29), he exhorts the readers to hold fast to the apostolic teaching they have heard, to resist the opponents who are trying to deceive them, and to continue living a righteous lifestyle. 

True believers keep the faith. Notice what John says in this regard.

1. Failure to Persevere Reveals False Professors (2:18-19)

· What does John mean by “the last time”?  Some NT writers speak of an extended period of time from Jesus’ resurrection to his final coming as “the last days” (Acts 2:17, cf. Heb 1:2). The final conclusion of these last days, the final act of history, is the “day of the Lord.” The final stage of history has been reached in the interval between the first and Second Advent of Christ. The word “hour” can refer to a period of time rather than a moment of time. The end-time has already begun, and will continue until Christ returns.

· Jesus told His disciples that the time of His return was unrevealed (Matt 24:36), but He instructed them to live in constant readiness for His return (Matt 24:44; 25:12–13; Luke 12:40). He also told them that before His return apostasy and the presence of false prophets would be common (Matt 24:11–12; Mark 13:22–23). As John contemplated the appearing of “many antichrists” in his own day, he was fully aware that the characteristics of the end-time, as foretold by Jesus, were present. John avoided any specific time frame for the return of Christ, stressing instead the urgency of the time.

· John asserts that a particular “antichrist shall come,” and also states that “even now are there many antichrists.” Who is the Antichrist?  Paul described him in 2 Thes 2:3 as “the Man of Lawlessness, the Son of Destruction,” and Jesus himself referred to “the Abomination of Desolation” in Mark 13:14. This individual is also referred to as “the Beast” in Rev 13. He will reveal himself at the midpoint of the Tribulation.

· The meaning of the Greek preposition anti is “in opposition to.” Thus anyone who opposes Christ could be considered to be an antichrist. Jesus warned his followers that “false Christs and false prophets” will arise before he returns, and they will work signs and wonders in order to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 

· The opponents, who are trying to deceive the believers of the community to which the author is writing, are deceivers, and deceit is linked to the coming of the Antichrist, so the opponents themselves may be labeled “deceivers” and “antichrists” since they foreshadow the Antichrist who is to come. False teachers and those who attempt to pervert Christianity could be called antichrists. Anyone who denies that Jesus is the Christ is an antichrist (2:23). 
· It seems clear from the statement that there was once a time (before the present dispute arose) when John’s opponents considered themselves members of the Christian community in Ephesus. The antichrists originated within the church. Now the opponents have withdrawn from the community in a bitter split over Christological doctrine.

What Happened to Mr. Whatzhisname?
People often wonder what happens to those who make a profession of faith, come to church for a while, and then go back to their old way of life. Some would call such folks backslidden or carnal
. But John says that those who “went out from us” prove that they were not really “of us.” They left because their profession of faith was not genuine. True believers remain faithful to the Lord and to his church. This does not imply, however, that temporary setbacks will never happen. True believers do backslide from time to time, but they will not ultimately reject the Gospel, reject the church, or live a habitually sinful lifestyle. They will persevere in faith and in good works.
· The opponents never were genuine members of the group. Their behavior proved them to be false teachers and antichrists. Their leaving demonstrated beyond doubt that they did not belong in the community of believers, even though they had professed salvation, and perhaps still did profess to be saved.
2. True Believers Acknowledge the Truth that Jesus is the Son of God (2:20-23) 

· In this section John contrasts his readers, who have persevered in the truth, with the Liar, the Anti​christ, and the opponents, all of whom deny the central truths of Christianity.

· True believers have “an anointing” (KJV “unction”). This anointing is synonymous with the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which all believers receive at the point of salvation. He’s not talking about a special “zap” from God or mystical power to do miracles. All believers have this same anointing because the Holy Spirit indwells every believer.

The Anointing
You may hear people speak of “anointed” preaching, teaching, or even singing. By “anointed,” people mean “filled with God’s power.” But, strictly speaking, this is an inaccurate use of the word. Biblically speaking, the anointing occurs only once, at the point of salvation. It is not an experiential thing, i.e., you don’t feel it or sense when it happens. It occurs only once, not repeatedly. All Christians have the anointing, and they have it all the time. Filling of the Holy Spirit is a repeatable experience (Eph 5:18), but not anointing. So it is improper to seek or pray for the anointing. If you are a believer, you already have it.
· The Holy Spirit convinces believers of the truths of Scripture, namely, that Jesus is the Christ. Those who reject biblical teaching regarding the person and work of Christ (Christology) give evidence that the Holy Spirit is not working in them. Such people are clearly not saved.

1 Corinthians 2:14 But the [unsaved] man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
· John assured his readers that they truly had the spiritual equipment to resist these antichrists. Believers possess all the resources necessary to meet the current crisis.

· John says that his readers “know all things.”
 Jesus said, “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13). This is significant, because the opponents in Ephesus were claiming a special knowledge for themselves. John asserts that all believers have this knowledge. The Holy Spirit enables believers to know the difference between God’s truth and the deceptive claims of false teachers.
· John makes another important statement: no lie comes out of the truth. Lies cannot come from God. The antichrists and their followers, the false teachers, are liars. So they do not come from God who is the truth.
· Who specifically is John referring to when he talks about liars?  Those who deny that Jesus is the Christ. Such people are antichrists, and deny both the Father and the Son. This apparently was true of the false teachers at Ephesus. They had previously been part of the church, but had broken away and now were teaching that Jesus was not the Christ. It’s no wonder that John stood so strongly against them.
· As in 2:18, the opponents are identified with the Antichrist in v. 22 because they foreshadow the Antichrist who is yet to come. They are liars because they deny that Jesus is the Christ, and since lying is linked to the coming of the Antichrist (John 8:44), the opponents themselves may be labeled collectively “the Liar” and “the Antichrist” (cf. 2 John 7).

· Passages like v. 23
 should remind us that Jesus is the one and only way to God. Those who do not acknowledge the Son deny the Father. There is only one means of access to God—through faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. Those who deny it miss their one and only opportunity to be saved. This is why Christology is so important. If you have a wrong view of the person and work of Christ, you cannot be saved. Name some groups who hold a wrong Christology.  Mormons, JW’s, Muslims.
3. True Believers Hold Fast to Apostolic Doctrine (2:24-27) 

· John wants to encourage his readers to resist the opponents who are trying to deceive them. “That . . . which ye have heard from the beginning” refers to the apostolic eyewitness testimony concerning the significance of the earthly life and ministry of Jesus, as emphasized in the prologue (1:1-4) and mentioned again in 2:7. John is challenging his readers to remain committed to the truth that they had learned previously.

· True believers retain their commitment to the Gospel. Those who remain in the Gospel also remain in the Son and in the Father. He’s not suggesting that loss of salvation is possible. He’s simply urging his readers to renew their commitment to what they had been taught and to not allow themselves to be led astray. The false teachers had left the original faith and had thus proven themselves to be counterfeits.

· How can something that is taught “abide” within somebody?  It continues to be at home and operative in their lives.
· The person who remains in the Son and in the Father has the promise of eternal life from Jesus himself. Consistent with this, 1 John 5:12 (“He that hath the Son hath life”) implies that the believer has this eternal life now, not just in the future, This in turn agrees with John 5:24, “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life.” Eternal life begins at the point of salvation, not at death.
· The opponents are portrayed as attempting to carry out the deception at the present moment. The word “seduce” (KJV) means “to lead astray.” One of the purposes for the letter is to prevent that from happening.

· Verse 27 is an interesting and complex passage. The anointing, as we saw in 2:20, refers to the presence of the Holy Spirit which believers receive upon their conversion. The Holy Spirit permanently indwells all believers. This anointing “teacheth you of all things.” This is just as Jesus promised in John 16:13—”But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.” The emphasis at this point is on the assurance believers possess as a result of the indwelling Spirit. Believers have all the resources necessary for them to stand firm against deceivers.

How Does the Holy Spirit Teach Believers?
John states that the anointing of the Holy Spirit “teaches you of all things.” How exactly does this take place? Should believers expect to hear voices, see visions, or go into trances under the influence of the Holy Spirit? No, what John is talking about is the internal ministry of the “Spirit of truth” (Jn 14:17) which we sometimes call illumination. Jesus promised the disciples that the Holy Spirit would bring to mind and clarify the words that Jesus had already spoken to them. This same teaching ministry is active within believers today due to the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.
 Another way the Holy Spirit teaches believers is through conviction. The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to convince believers of their need to confess their sin, live a righteous life, and be prepared to face God at the Judgment Seat of Christ (see John 16:8-11). So the Holy Spirit works internally, behind the scenes, illuminating the truth, bringing belief, persuasion, and conviction.

· John obviously did not mean that believers don’t need human teachers to instruct and guide them in gaining a fuller and firmer understanding of the Christian faith and life. That is precisely what John was doing in this letter. Christian teachers are Christ’s own gift to His church (1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11; 2 Tim 1:11). John assured his readers that, having received the apostolic message, they had no need to be taught by the false teachers with their supposedly higher spiritual insights.

· Believers do not have to consult learned professors of theology before they can accept God’s truth. The Holy Spirit is the teacher of every believer. With the help of the Holy Spirit, Christians are able to see through the seductions of error and to stand courageously for truth.

· John is not implying here that believers never slip into error or are not at times led astray. His point is that true believers will retain their commitment to the truths about the person and work of Jesus Christ. They may be in error in many other ways, but they won’t be wrong on this vital topic.

[2:28-29 are “hinge” verses—they close this section and open the next. Some scholars put them with the next section, but since they seem closely related to what has come before, we’ll keep them with this section. ]

· John switches from the idea of letting the Word “abide” in believers (v. 24) to exhorting his readers to “abide” in Christ (v. 28). Those who persevere won’t be ashamed at Christ’s coming. 
· The command “abide in Him” calls for an intimate fellowship with Christ as a continuous responsibility. It offers the true antidote to the appeal of false teachers. It is not a call to maintain a stagnant relationship but rather to develop and enjoy a vital spiritual fellowship with Christ.

· As an incentive to a continued commitment to Christ, John adds that those who remain faithful will not be ashamed at Jesus’ return. Present abiding in Christ will assure that in that day “we may have confidence.” There is no fear of judgment for those who abide in Christ. On the other hand, those who waver in their commitment may be ashamed at his coming. This confidence or shame will be displayed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Rom 14:10; 1 Cor 3:12–15; 2 Cor 5:10).

· Note the connection (v. 29) between the righteousness of Christ and the righteous lifestyle of believers. When used in reference to men or their deeds, the word “righteousness” indicates righteous or just behavior, particularly as demonstrated by obedience to God. Those who “do righteousness” prove that they have been born again. He’s not suggesting that everyone who does good is saved. He’s simply stating that saved people do right, and that their good works confirm and testify to the genuineness of their profession.

· The idea of being “born” of God is found in John 1:12-13 — “But as many as received him . . . were born . . . of God.” The word “born” means “to father or to bear,” and is the same as in John 3:16 “…his only begotten son.” 1 Peter 1:3 tells us that God has “begotten us again.” The idea is the same in each passage. God causes the believer to be born again spiritually at the point of salvation.

Conclusion:  Even though false teachers try to lead them astray, true believers will retain their commitment to the Word of God and to the Son of God. They will persevere in faith and in good works, and may thus be confident in the “last hour.” Those who fail to do so prove that they were never saved in the first place.

Application:

· Some who claim to be genuine believers are not. False professions abound within Christianity. Are you a false professor or a true possessor?
· False professors generally prove themselves to be counterfeit by failing to persevere. They usually leave the church and abandon Christian values. Profession without perseverance is phony.
· A church should not be shaken by the removal of counterfeit believers. They may go voluntarily or they may be excommunicated, but when false teachers arise, the church must respond appropriately.
· Believers must develop the ability to discern truth from falsehood. Those who know the Bible and Bible doctrine will be much less liable to the misleading influence of false teachers. Are you actively seeking to learn the Bible better?
Discussion:  

1. Why did John think that it was the “last time”?  Because many antichrists had arisen. John saw in his time the same characteristics that will occur prior to Christ’s 2nd Coming.
2. Define the word “perseverance.”   True believers will continue on in faith and in good works. They will retain their commitment to the Gospel, to Christ, and to the church. This does not rule out backsliding or other forms of sin and error. It means that ultimately, true believers will persevere.
3. What is true of those who fail to persevere?  They were not saved in the first place. 
4. Name a few religions that teach a false Christology.  JW’s, Mormons, Islam, Judaism. Anything other than Christianity.
5. How did John try to prevent his readers from following the false teachers?  By showing them that the false teachers were antichrists, that the false teachers never were truly saved, that the Holy Spirit guides believers into truth, and that the false teachers denied both the Father and the Son by their teaching.
6. How does the Holy Spirit teach believers?  The HS gives us an internal sense of truth. He convinces us of the truth of the Word of God. This is not the same as inspiration or direct revelation. It’s more of a settled conviction that the Word is true, and an agitation when we hear error/falsehood.
Lesson 6: Living as the Children of God (3:1-3)

Theme: True Believers Live Consistently with Their


Spiritual Condition

Recap: We’ve entitled this series Vital Signs: Evidences of True Discipleship because John gives several marks or proofs of genuine faith. Thus far we’ve seen that believers must maintain a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people and reject worldliness, and that true believers persevere in faith and in good works.

Today we’ll examine the truth that the spiritual condition of the believer has a direct effect on his lifestyle. What you believe impacts the way you live. John called on his readers to contemplate the amazing reality of present membership in God’s family, reminded them that this explains the reaction of the world against them, and stressed that this new life as God’s children has present and future implications.

Structure: The second major portion of 1 John begins with 3:1. The first part of the letter focused on the importance of living “in the light.” The emphasis was on combating Christological error and sinful living. In the second part of the book, John concentrates on developing the spiritual life of his readers rather than attacking the opponents.

Today we’ll look at 3:1-3, in which John makes several assertions about the practical results of the believer’s spiritual condition.

1. Being Called a Child
 of God is Evidence of God’s Great Love (v. 1a)

· John calls on his readers to take a heart-moving look at the amazing love which gave them membership in God’s family. See how great the gift of his love really is! God has identified us as being his very own children! And this is exactly what we have become through his grace.
 Clearly the author means to encourage his readers by reminding them of the grace of God they have received through the abundance of God's own love. The love of God is beyond comprehension or description. This is a wonderful truth—God acknowledges us as his children.
· The term “what manner” is a term of astonishment or admiration, and usually describes that which is surprising or excellent. Here, it signifies to what degree. John is amazed and excited about the incredible demonstration of God’s love toward believers.
· John is overcome by the reality of God’s love, a love that ever seeks the true welfare of those loved. This love is indeed amazing when one remembers the depravity of those loved. This love works visible, transforming results in the lives of its recipients.
· What is it about God’s love that John is amazed about?  The fact that believers are called the children of God.
· John describes the relationship between God and believers in terms of a father-children relationship. The love of God for believers is similar to the love a father has for his children. Believers are members of God’s household, part of his family. Thus, they should enjoy and appreciate their great privilege and position as children of God.

· We should appreciate the fact that God reached down to us in his grace “while we were yet sinners” (Rom 5:8). The measure of love is what one is willing to sacrifice for the one loved. God’s love was so great that he sent his one and only son (Jn 3:16). Cf. 1 John 4:10-11.
· Note that God’s love is given (KJV “bestowed”) to believers. No one merits God’s favor. No righteous deeds can earn God’s love. God’s love for the believer, not the believer’s goodness, is the cause of the believer’s positive standing. 

2. Membership in God’s Family Results in Alienation from the World (v. 1b)
· There is a negative aspect of being a child of God. The world hates both God and members of his family. Because believers are the children of God, the author warns them that the world is unable to recognize them or relate to them. That should not surprise them because neither did the world acknowledge God.
 Those who belong to the world live in darkness. They cannot come to the light but must inevitably hate it. This “belonging to the world” becomes also a matter of their choice; i.e., they refuse to acknowledge God in their hearts.
· The unsaved world has only a fictional, false concept of God and of believers. They don’t know God and they don’t understand believers. The old saying, “Like father, like son” applies to believers. Because believers are so closely associated with God, those who reject God will also reject God’s children. 

· “Children of God” are radically different from “the world,” the organized masses of lost humanity in their hostility toward God. As such the world is utterly unable to gain a true understanding of the believers’ new nature. To the world the mystery of the new birth is incomprehensible (John 3:9–12); it can never understand or appreciate those who have received a new nature.
· How did the world respond to Jesus? Read John 1:10-11. The Lord Jesus Christ, though he made the world, and was in it, was not known by it, but was hated, abused, and persecuted. The world failed to understand or receive God’s supreme revelation of Himself in His Son (John 1:10–11). It hated and rejected Him. 
· The world’s negative reaction to Jesus helps explain the world’s reaction to believers. It need not seem strange that believers, who are the children of God by adoption, should be treated in like manner. The world does not appreciate or value God’s children any more than they do Christ. 

1 Cor 1:21 The world through its wisdom did not come to know God.
· The more Christlike one is, the more alienated he becomes from the world. Believers should expect criticism and ridicule from the world. It’s the natural result of the world’s hostility toward God.  Have you ever experienced this sort of treatment because of your faith? If not, it may be because you are not living a very Christlike life.
2 Timothy 3:12  All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
3.  Children of God Will be Like Jesus (3:2)

· It’s interesting that John encourages his readers to persevere in the present by teaching them about the future. Truths about future events have practical implications now.

· Some aspects of the future are hidden. Though they are now God's children, the unveiling of their identity or the complete revelation of their nature still lies in the future. The Christian’s knowledge of heaven and God himself is limited during their earthly lives. We shall know fully only when we see the Lord “face to face” (1 Cor 13:12-13). Meanwhile, we should confess our ignorance about what is not revealed in Scripture.  It’s not wise to speculate too much about what the Bible says nothing about. E.g., what heaven will be like.
· What does John mean by “it doth not yet appear what we shall be”?   He’s likely referring to the revelation of the true character of believers which is still future to the time of writing. Believers will find out the details of their future condition only when Christ returns.
· The bold statement “we know” points to the fact that believers can be confident about their future. What awaits us is a matter of assurance, not doubt.

· Some aspects of the future are revealed. The best is yet to come for believers. We will see him as he truly is; his full glory will be revealed (cf. John 17:1, 5, 24). We will become like him. Paul teaches the same thing—we shall “be conformed to the likeness of his Son” (Rom 8:29; cf. 1Cor 15:49); we are being transfigured into his likeness, from one degree of glory to another (2Cor 3:18); we will behold the glory of the Lord (Php 3:4). Here on earth believers are in a humble state similar to Jesus’ earthly condition, but eventually we shall be in a glory that is also similar to that of Christ.

· Salvation involves much more than simply forgiveness of sin. The NT teaches that the ultimate result of salvation is glorification (Rom 8:30). Believers taken in the Rapture will immediately be transformed. Those who die will receive a glorified body at the resurrection. All believers will eventually be perfect in body and soul (1 Cor 15:35f). The future for the Christian is far beyond what we can imagine (1 Cor 2:9-10).

4. Those Who Claim to be Children of God Must Live Holy Lives (3:3)

· John returns to his theme that belief affects behavior. The believer’s hope for the future impacts his life today. The reality of the new birth reveals itself in daily conduct. To claim that we are God’s children, to have been born of him, to have the hope of glorification, requires purity of life. Those who refuse a righteous lifestyle, yet claim to be saved, are liars (1:6). In light of the fact that they are children of God with a bright future, believers should continue striving after moral purity.

· What is “this hope”?  The combined idea at the end of 3:2b of being like God and seeing him just as he is. This is something that has not yet been revealed; it will not be revealed until the Second Coming. Thus believers must look forward to this in hope and expectation. 

· “Hope” in a biblical sense does not suggest doubt or uncertainty, as in “I hope so, but maybe not.” Instead, “hope” implies confident expectation and assurance. “This hope” is a steady confidence in the fact that the believer, as God’s child, will share fully in eternal life and in all the future blessings that God’s has promised. Christian hope is assured of future fulfillment because it is grounded in the Person of Christ.

· The purification John is talking about is inner moral holiness. The reality of the Second Coming should motivate us to holy living. Those who have been born into God’s family must have a changed lifestyle. Salvation is not just a fire escape; it’s be beginning of a transformed life. 

Matthew 24:44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.

Philippians 4:5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.

2 Peter 3:14  So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to [the return or Christ], make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.
· The present tense (lit. “is purifying himself”) suggests that purification is a repeated experience. And note that one purifies himself—the believer is consciousness of his own need for purification, and he takes steps to purify himself. Because of his hope he cannot live comfortably with sin. In 1 John 1:7, John stated that the blood of Christ cleanses, while here he wrote of self-purification. Both are true and necessary. As the filthy workman must personally apply soap and water to be cleansed, so the believer must employ the God-given means of cleansing from the moral defilement that he comes into contact with in daily life. Theology speaks of this repeated cleansing with the accompanying change of behavior as progressive sanctification.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.
· In this context the use of  “purify” would remind the readers that, if they have the future hope of entering the Father’s presence, they need to prepare themselves by living a holy lifestyle now, just as Jesus lived a holy lifestyle during his earthly life and ministry. 

· All who have their hope in Jesus will also be committed to keeping themselves from sin. They will put away every defilement; they will aim to be like him in purity and righteousness. Once more we have the pattern of Jesus being held up as an example to believers (cf. 2:6; 3:7, 16; 4:17). Those who claim likeness to him must be conformed to his earthly life, even as they wait for his coming. To live in sin or disobedience to his commands is to abandon any hope in him. It is the pure in heart who will see God (cf. Matt 5:8).
· Jesus in his earthly life and ministry is the example of a pure life that believers should imitate (a major theme of the author throughout 1 John). Those who keep their eyes focused on Christ will strive to live as he did.

Conclusion: It’s only because of God’s great love that believers are called the children of God. At the Second Coming, believers will see Jesus and become like him. In light of this truth, believers should live a pure, righteous lifestyle. 

Applications:

· Do you appreciate and value the fact that God loves you and calls you his child?
· Do you seek approval and/or recognition from the world? Approval by the world is to be feared, not desired. To be hated by the world may be unpleasant, but ultimately it should reassure believers that God loves them, which is far more important than the world's hatred.
· Would you rather have love and acceptance from the world or from God? Are you more concerned about what your friends think, or about what God thinks?
· Could your lifestyle be characterized as pure and holy? Have you taken the necessary steps on a daily basis to keep your life pure?

· Are you trying to follow the example of Jesus Christ?

Discussion:

1. Why do Christians often have to endure criticism, ridicule, and even persecution from the world?  Because non-believers hate God and they do not accept God’s children. They hated and persecuted Jesus, so they’ll do the same to Jesus’ followers.
2. What are the future prospects for believers?  Glorification. When Jesus returns or at the resurrection, believers will receive a glorified body. The best is yet to come.
3. Who is the primary example for believers to follow?  Jesus
4. What is the relationship between a holy life and the Second Coming of Christ?  The Second Coming ought to motivate us to holy living.
Lesson 7: God's Children Renounce Sin (3:4-9)
Theme: True Believers Renounce Sin

Recap: John’s letter gives several marks or proofs, what we might call vital signs, of genuine faith. Thus far we’ve seen that believers must maintain a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people and reject worldliness, and that true believers persevere in faith and in good works. Further, the spiritual condition of the believer has a direct effect on his lifestyle. John reminds his readers that they are members of God’s family and that the world will hate them because of this. However, the future is bright for believers, who will be changed when the Lord returns.

Structure:  In this section, John first talks about what sin is and what is true of those whose lives are characterized by habitual sin. He next talks about what is true of those who live righteous lives. Then, as is typical with John, he goes back to the topic of what is true of those who continue to commit sin.

John’s primary theme here is that righteous behavior is characteristic of righteous people. Those who continue in a habitual pattern of sinful behavior give evidence that they are not saved.

John presents us with several reasons why true believers do not live a habitually sinful lifestyle.

1. Jesus Came to Take Away Our Sins (vv. 4-5)

· How does John define sin?  The transgression of the law, lawlessness.
· Here John uses two words to describe sin: “sin” describes the transgression of the law, the breaking of the commandments of God. “Lawlessness” defines sin as rebellion against God and was connected with Satan's rebellion against God. Apparently the false teachers believed that they were incapable of violating the law or that sinful deeds done in the flesh were of no concern to God, and they were therefore “sinless” in his sight. Their lawlessness shows that they do not belong to God but to the devil (3:10). 
· Sin is not just an excusable “mistake” or “error.” Sin is a serious matter because it is an act of rebellion against God.
· What “law” is he talking about?  The word “law” may have one of several different meanings. The ‘law’ for John is the law of love, as given by Jesus in the new command​ment of John 13:34-35. This is the command to love one’s brother, a major theme of 1 John and the one specific sin in the entire letter which the opponents are explicitly charged with (3:17).
· The essence of sin is lawlessness. It is a refusal to live under God’s authority, so it acts in opposition to the will of God. Sin occurs when the creature refuses to submit to the Creator. The sinner exalts himself above God and tries to become a law unto himself, just like Satan did.

· In John’s gospel, John calls Jesus, “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.” How does Jesus take away sin? The sacrifice of Christ is the only thing that takes away sin. When a person responds correctly to the gospel, his sins are forgiven.
· Jesus is the remedy for sin. Since Jesus came to take away sin, it makes no sense for believers to embrace or allow sin in their lives. Christians should not harbor, encourage, or excuse sin, because Jesus died to remove it from their lives. He died to free believers from the power of sin, not so they could continue to live in sin. Christians should engage in a continual fight against sinning, a constant purification of their lives by God’s grace and help. When they do sin, they must confess it and forsake it. Read Rom 6:1-2.

· John says “in [Jesus] is no sin.” See John 8:46 and Hebrews 4:15. John uses the present tense “is no sin” to emphasize that sinlessness is characteristic of Jesus' eternal nature. He was sinless in his preexistence, in his life in the flesh, and in his eternal position as Son. Why is the fact that Jesus is sinless so important? Jesus had to be sinless in order to die for mankind. Also, Jesus' sinlessness reveals what kind of lifestyle is proper for those who abide in him.
2. Those Who “Abide” in Him Do Not Continue to Sin (v. 6).

· John seems to be making a clear distinction between those who “abide” in him and those who “sin.” There’s a conspicuous contrast between true Christians and false teachers.

· As we’ve previously seen, John’s description of the believer remaining or residing or abiding “in him” describes the permanent relationship between Jesus and the believer. Believers have an eternal position “in Christ,” and this spiritual standing causes them to reject a sinful lifestyle. An ongoing relationship with Christ prohibits the practice of sin.

· It might sound like John is suggesting that believers never sin. How do we know that he’s not saying that?  C.f. 1:8-10 where he asserts that everyone sins. Also, the present tense implies a continual, habitual practice of sin, i.e., sin as a lifestyle.
· John states that those who continue in sin have not “seen” him. What does he mean?  To see something implies more that just visual sight. None of John’s readers had seen Jesus (most likely). He’s using “see” as a synonym for “understand” or “believe.” Like “see what I mean?” I.e., to see something as it truly is. To see and know implies a personal relationship with.
· True believers avoid sin by keeping their eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and finisher of their faith (Heb 12:1-2). The eyes of unbelievers are blind (Eph 1:18, 2:11; 2 Cor 4:4).

· Those who continue in sin show that they have neither seen nor known Jesus, because Jesus’ purpose in coming was to take away sin. Salvation initiates a significant change in one’s life. Old things pass away and all things become new (2 Cor 5:17). Knowing Christ radically alters the believer’s life. Following Christ should make tolerating sin impossible. When one continues in sin as a habitual lifestyle, he gives evidence that he is not saved. See John 8:47.

· What is the correct procedure to follow when you do sin?  See 1:9—confess it to God and forsake it. C.f. also Prov 28.13.
3. Righteous Behavior is Characteristic of Righteous People (v. 7).

· John was concerned that the false teachers were deceiving his readers. John’s opponents in Ephesus were apparently misleading the people, teaching that one could be a Christian and still lead a sinful lifestyle. John strongly denies that this is possible.

· John clearly contrasts the true Christian (“the one who practices righteousness,” 3:7) and the opponents (“the one who practices sin,” 3:8a). The righteous do righteous things, and the unrighteous do unrighteous things. There are no exceptions. Your conduct shows what kind of a person you are spiritually, either righteous or unrighteous.
· Note again how John links belief with behavior, practice with position. A spiritual state of righteousness (position) should yield a righteous lifestyle (practice). Righteous character produces righteous conduct. If such a lifestyle is not evident, it calls into question one’s profession of righteousness.

· Is John suggesting here that righteous living causes one to be saved?  no
· Is he suggesting that all people who live righteous lifestyles are saved?  no
· What’s his point? That if you are really saved, you’ll live a certain way. Since you have been justified (declared to be righteous), your lifestyle should follow suit.
· John set up Christ’s righteousness as God’s standard for righteous behavior. Every action, attitude and motive should be measured by what Christ taught and did. Jesus is our example of how to live.

· How is one made righteous? At the point of salvation, the righteousness of Christ is imputed or credited to the believer. See 2 Cor 5:21. This is justification—the believer is declared to be righteous. It doesn’t mean that we stop sinning; it means that God declares us to be righteous based on the fact that we’ve trusted in Christ.
4.   Jesus Came to Destroy the Power of Satan (v. 8).

· What does John say is true of those who continually commit sin? He is “of the devil.”
· What does the phrase “of the devil” mean?  Belonging to the devil, from the devil, influenced by the devil, loyal to the devil. He’s asserting that such people are not saved.
· Habitually sinful behavior shows the mark of Satan’s influence over one’s life. From his first appearance in the Bible, the devil has resisted God, broken His law, and tried to undercut His program. All those who follow Satan in his rebellion are “of the devil.”

· What was Satan’s original sin? Pride, the desire to take the place of God. C.f. Isa 14:12-14.
· God will destroy the devil and all his works, including those children of the devil who accept sinning as a way of life. The statement “the devil has been sinning from the beginning” probably refers to the Genesis account of the Fall and includes an identification of the devil with the serpent. He was, from the beginning, evil. See John 8:44.

· Jesus came to “destroy the works of the devil.” The word “destroy” means, to “bring to an end, abolish, or do away with.” How did Jesus destroy the works of the devil?  By living a perfect life and dying a sacrificial death. Jesus fulfilled God’s plan for providing salvation to man, thereby thwarting the devil’s schemes. Jesus takes away sin, thereby rendering null and void Satan’s plan.
· If Jesus succeeded in his quest to destroy Satan’s power, why is there still so much evil in the world?  According to God’s plan, Satan will continue to have influence and power in the world until the end of the world. Satan has no power over Christians, although he still tries to tempt them.
5. Those Who Have Been Born of God Cannot Continue to Sin (v. 9).

· True believers cannot sin because they are born of God. As we’ve seen, God causes believers to be born again spiritually at the point of salvation. John draws a sharp distinction between “the one who practices sin” in 3:8, who is of the devil, and “everyone who is fathered by God” in 3:9, who “does not practice sin.” One who has been born of God cannot continue in his old sinful lifestyle.
· John again states that true believers do not sin (same as in v. 6). How should we understand this? In one of two ways: 1) he’s talking about continual, habitual sin, which should not be characteristic of believers. Not occasional sin, but a lifestyle of wickedness; 2) they do not sin like the opponents/false teachers do.
· John says that believers do not continue in sin because God’s “seed remains” in them. Explain what John means by God’s “seed.”  2 possibilities: 1) He’s talking about the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit within the life of the believer.  Or 2) he’s talking about the Word of God that lives and remains active within the life of the believer. The two go together because the Holy Spirit uses the Word to convict and instruct the believer.
· In John 3:5, the concept of divine begetting is associated with the work of the Holy Spirit: “unless a person is born (literally “begotten, fathered”) of water and spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
· John says that those who have been born of God “cannot sin.” How would you explain this, given the fact that John has already said that believers do sin (1:8-10)? Remember that John’s point is to make a clear distinction between the opponents/false teachers and true believers. True believers cannot sin like the opponents/false teachers are sinning. If they did so, it would prove that they were not true believers. No true believer can sin like the opponents were sinning and still consider himself to be a true believer. No believer can align himself with the work of the devil. Anyone who does proves that he’s not a believer.
· The Christian is at the same time both justified and a sinner. He is righteous (positionally) and unrighteous (practically). He should not sin, and he is able not to sin, but he does sin occasionally. John’s point seems to be that Christians must not sin; instead, they must behave with obedience, love and faith.
Conclusion:  The first condition for living as God’s children is the renunciation of sin. Christ came to break the power of sin, so sin cannot be compatible with abiding in Him. Those who act righteously are living in Christ, but those who are unrighteous are of the devil. The presence or absence of righteous behavior is a clear distinction between the children of God and those under the influence of Satan.

Applications:

· Does your practice match your position? That is, does your lifestyle give evidence for or against your profession of faith?

·  Are you harboring or excusing sin in your life? 

·  Can your lifestyle be described as righteous?

Discussion:

1. What does a life characterized by sin say about that person?  That his spiritual state is that of unrighteous.
2. How is what John says offensive to the modern world? By suggesting the Devil is a real person, by making a clear distinction between the saved and the lost, by calling people to a high standard of righteousness.
3. Suggest some ways belief affects behavior.  If you believe the room is on fire, you’ll leave. If you think someone is going to hit you, you duck. If you think some food looks good, you’ll try it.
4. Does John support the idea that one may live a wicked, sinful lifestyle and still consider himself to be a Christian?  No, he says the opposite. Those living an unrighteous lifestyle have no reason to think they are Christians.
5. What about those who at one point in their lives professed faith in Christ, yet they no longer are interested in spiritual thing (e.g., church, the Bible, prayer, holiness, etc.)? John would say that such folks failed to persevere, and thus proved that their profession of faith was not genuine. C.f. 2:19.

Lesson 8: God’s Children Love One Another
Theme: True believers demonstrate their love for one another.

Recap: John’s letter gives several marks or proofs of genuine faith. So far we’ve seen that believers must maintain a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people and reject worldliness, and that true believers persevere in faith and in good works. Further, the spiritual condition of the believer has a direct effect on his lifestyle. John reminds his readers that they are members of God’s family and that the world will hate them because of this. However, the future is bright for believers, who will be changed when the Lord returns. John’s also teaches that righteous behavior is characteristic of righteous people. Those who continue in a habitual pattern of sinful behavior give evidence that they are not saved.

Structure: In verse 10, John makes a transition from the subject of righteous behavior to the subject of love. True believers love one another in obedience to Jesus’ commands. Believers must demonstrate godly love through practical deeds of kindness. Those who fail to do so demonstrate that they are unsaved.

John gives us several reasons why believers must demonstrate love toward one another in practical ways.

1. A Lack of Love Demonstrates that One is Not a Child of God (v. 10, 12-15)

· At the end of verse 10, John lists two types of people who cannot be the children of God. What are they?  1) those who habitually practice a sinful lifestyle; 2) those who demonstrate no love for the brethren.
· What does the word “brother” refer to here?  Brother in the faith—other believers.
· Why is “brother” an appropriate word to use to describe the relationship believers have among themselves?  Because believers are adopted into God’s family.
· Who does John give as an example of someone who hated his brother?  Cain.
· Why did Cain murder Abel?  Because he was jealous—Abel was a better person. Abel made Cain look bad. Review the story (Gen 4:1-16).
· How does verse 13 fit in this context?  The world, as exemplified by wicked Cain, will often hate those who are more righteous than they are. The world is full of people like Cain who would like to get rid of those more righteous then themselves. Righteous living makes the sinful world look bad.
· Christians should not be surprised that the ungodly world hates them. The word “hate” underscores the fundamental opposition which exists between believers and the world that is hostile toward God, and therefore, hostile toward God’s people. The believer must be prepared for the enmity of the world.

· What is true of those who hate the brethren?  They are considered to be murderers, and murderers are not saved. Hatred reveals the same corrupt value system that Cain adopted.
· Verse 15 is similar to Jesus’ statement that hatred and disrespect is far worse than most people know (Mt 5:21-22). Hatred may eventually result in murder. Hatred is in the same moral category as murder. Note the context: refusal to love (v. 14) is just as evil as hatred and murder (v. 15).

· Does murder rule out the possibility of one getting saved?  No, that’s not his point. Those who commit murder demonstrate that they are lost. However, even murderers can get saved.
2. Jesus Commanded His Disciples to Love One Another (v. 11, 23)

· In verse 11, John states that they had heard this command to love one another “from the beginning.” What beginning is he talking about?  From the beginning of Christ’s earthly ministry. 
· Read John 13:34-35 and 15:12, 17.

· What are the commands that John mentions in verse 23?  To believe in Christ and to love one another.
3. Love for the Brethren Gives Evidence of the New Birth (v. 14a)

· John again gives us a basis of assurance of salvation. Believers may know they are saved based on the fact that they love one another. Love for other believers is a visible sign of spiritual life.

· How does John describe what happens at the point of salvation? He calls it passing from death unto life. C.f. John 5:24.
· What is true of those who fail to love one another? “He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.”
4. Disciples of Christ Should Follow Jesus’ Example of Love (v. 16)

· What does John give as the primary example of Christ’s love for us?  The fact that he died for us. True love gives sacrificially.
· Christ’s example of love was not just a feeling—it was active and practical. Christ demonstrated his love by giving his life (c.f. John 15:13 and Rom 5:8).

· What practical application does John make here?  Because Christ died for us, believers ought to be willing to lay down their lives for one another.
· Believers ought to willingly risk their lives and expose themselves to danger for the sake of their brethren when they are called upon to do so (c.f. Rom 16:3, 4). They should, when circumstances demand it, freely lay down their lives in the cause of Christ and for the sake of his Gospel, for the gaining of souls to Christ, as the apostles and martyrs of Jesus have done historically. Love causes believers to be prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice for those loved. 

5. Believers Must Demonstrate Love in Practical Ways (v. 17-18)

· What example of sacrifice does John suggest in verse 17?  Sharing of one’s material possessions to help a brother in need.
· Believers must demonstrate love by specific actions, not just in words. Those who love always demonstrate it practically, in deeds. Genuine Christian love sees and responds to others. 

· Having “this world's good” does not suggest wealth, but merely having something someone else needs. Every Christian who is in a position to help others is required to do so.

· What is true of those who have the resources, yet refuse to help a brother in need?  The love of God must not dwell in them.
· Note that John calls this love “the love of God.” By this John likely means a godly kind of love, the type of love that God shows toward believers. To be like Jesus, disciples must be merciful and generous, especially toward the needy. Christians are channels of God’s love to others.

6. Love Produces Assurance of Salvation (v. 19-22, 24a)

· What does “hereby” (“this” NIV) refer to (v. 19)?  The quality of one’s love for the brethren spoken of in the preceding verses. If one does demonstrate love for others, he can have assurance of heart.
· What does John mean by “heart”?  In this case he’s talking about the conscience.
· In verse 20, John seems to be talking about a lack of assurance or a false sense of guilt that may arise within the heart of the believer. John says that a practical demonstration of love for the brethren should abolish such feelings. Those who have love for the brethren can know for sure that they have passed from death unto life (v. 14). This should remove any lack of assurance.

· Perhaps the false teachers had given rise to fears or doubts within the hearts of the believers in Ephesus. John is reassuring his readers that those who display love for others have no basis for such fears. The Christian whose life is characterized by love can be confident before God. Faith replaces fear and doubt. The obedient believer may be confident of his standing before God.

· What conditions are attached to answered prayer (v. 22)? Keeping his commandments, and doing those things that are pleasing in his sight. Obedience and willing service are the prerequisites to answered prayer.
· Verse 22 seems to suggest that those who obey Christ’s commands can expect to receive anything they ask of God in prayer. Are there any limitations on such a promise?  Yes, other texts show us that God answers prayer according to his own will. Even if a person is a sincere, obedient believer, it does not guarantee that God will give him everything he requests.
· Those who are obedient believers may have confidence in coming to God in prayer because they know that nothing is hindering their relationship with God. When Christians are obeying God’s commandments and doing what pleases him, then they can boldly present their requests to God.

· Those who obey Christ’s commands to love the brethren may be assured of their eternal position in Christ (v. 24a). 

Conclusion: Christians should be marked by genuine love for others that follows Christ’s pattern of love for sinners. This love in action will give Christians confidence that they truly belong to God, even when doubts threaten to undermine their faith.

Applications:

· Do you demonstrate love for other believers through practical deeds of kindness and generosity?
· Are you guilty of hatred and/or bitterness against another believer?
· Are you prepared to suffer persecution for your faith?
· Are you actively trying to follow Jesus’ example of love for others?
· Are you willing to sacrifice for the good of others?
Discussion:

1. How does love reveal a person’s spiritual status?  Saved people should have a godly love for others; unsaved people generally don’t show the same regard for others.
2. How does one demonstrate his love for others?  Thru practical deeds of kindness and concern for others.
3. Why is it important the believers are confident of their spiritual position?  Lack of confidence results in a weak Christian life—little or no service, prayer, evangelism, etc.
4. What are the prerequisites for answered prayer?  Obedience and doing what is pleasing to God. Also remember that God answers prayer according to his own will and plan, which does not always line up with our prayers.
     Lesson 9: The Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error

   Theme: True believers exercise spiritual discernment.

Recap: John’s letter gives several marks or proofs of genuine faith. So far we’ve seen that believers must maintain a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people and reject worldliness, and that true believers persevere in faith and in good works. Further, the spiritual condition of the believer has a direct effect on his lifestyle. John reminds his readers that they are members of God’s family and that the world will hate them because of this. However, the future is bright for believers, who will be changed when the Lord returns. John also teaches that righteous behavior is characteristic of righteous people. Further, true believers demonstrate godly love for one another through practical deeds of kindness. 

Structure: The first six verses of chapter 4 form a unit on the conflict between two spiritual realms, “the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” John urges his readers to test the spirits to determine their true identity (v. 1), he gives them criteria for testing the spirits (vv. 2-3), and then he set forth criteria for identifying the true character of the human speakers (vv. 4–6).

John here shows the importance of the proclamation of a sound Christology for confidence and victory in the Christian community. Those who are truly of God must adhere to the apostolic message concerning Jesus Christ, who constitutes the very heart of the Christian gospel. Those who reject that message thereby reveal their anti-Christian character. 

1. True Believers Exercise Spiritual Discernment (4:1-3).

· John encourages his readers to be discerning, not believing every “prophet” who comes along. Why is this necessary?  Because many false prophets are in the world. 
· Believers are to “try the spirits.” Believers must exercise spiritual discernment, that is, they must carefully evaluate what they hear to see if it corresponds to what the Bible teaches. Read Acts 17:11. Christians must not be gullible or easily led astray. 

· Is all miraculous or extra-ordinary activity from God?  No, Satan, as the god of this world, has great power. Read 2 Thes 2:9.
· John warns his readers not to make the mistake of thinking that every spirit which influences human behavior is the Spirit of God, because there is also an evil spirit at work in the world, the spirit of deceit, i.e., Satan (4:6). The same opposition between these two spirits is found in the Gospel of John in 16:8-11, which describes the conflict between the Holy Spirit and the “ruler of this world,” Satan. The Holy Spirit influences and motivates the human spirits of the believers in the community to which the author is writing, while the evil spirit of deceit in​fluences and motivates the human spirits of the opponents with their false teaching.
Note the Quote:  It is a perilous mistake simply to identify the presence of the supernatural with the divine. Need for a critical assessment of religious teachers and their pronouncements has always been felt by Spirit-directed believers. And today, with the sweeping influx of cults and occultic forces, the need for spiritual discernment is urgent.

· False prophets are often successful in proclaiming their message and in leading people astray. The false teachers in Ephesus may have been even more successful than the faithful community in making converts from the world (4:5). John likely saw in them the fulfillment of Jesus' warnings against false prophets in the end times (cf. 2:18; Mark 13:22).

· False (pseudo) prophets pretend to have the Spirit of God, to be moved by him, to bring God’s word to men, while they do nothing of the kind. This is why believers have to be careful whom they listen to.

· John exhorts us to put to the test or examine the spirits. This concept of testing the spirits is likely drawn from the OT practice of testing a prophet to see whether he is a false prophet or a true one (cf. Deut 13:2-6, 18:15-22). A prophet was to be tested on the basis of (1) whether or not his predictive prophecies came true and (2) whether or not he advocated idolatry. Those whose prophecies did not come true were to be ignored; those who advocated idolatry were to be put to death.
· Who is to do this testing?  All Christians (specifically, church members). He’s not talking to pastors or experts here, but the person in the pew. Each individual is responsible to be discerning, always examining and testing teachers.
· How are we to know “the spirit of God”? Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God.
· Believers are to test the spirits on the basis of what they believe about Jesus Christ (Christology): the person motivated by the Spirit of God will confess “Jesus as the Christ come in the flesh.” The person motivated by the spirit of deceit will not confess correct Christology and is therefore not from God. See 1 Cor 12:3.
· The false teachers were apparently teaching that Jesus was some sort of phantom or ghost, not a real, physical man. They may have believed that Christ was the Savior of the world, but they probably denied the connection between the divine Christ with Jesus of Nazareth.  Some religions teach that Christ, the Son of God, was a separate person from Jesus. Christ, they taught, came upon Jesus for a time, but left prior to the crucifixion. This error is called Docetism (dose-a-tism).
· Some false religions teach that anything physical is evil. Since Christ could not be evil, he could not take on a physical body, they supposed. Are all things physical evil?  No. This is a teaching called dualism—all things spiritual are good, all things physical are bad. The idea goes back to Plato. The Bible teaches that physical things can be good. God created the physical world and declared that it was “good.” Jesus inhabited a physical, human body. There is nothing inherently wrong or evil about physical things. 
· John mentions only one means of discerning whether someone is of God or not—whether he confesses that Jesus the Messiah has come in the flesh. Is that the only criteria for judging whether someone is of God? No, he mentions this one because the false teachers were denying this point. There are many other doctrines that one must affirm. That’s why the church formulated the creeds, like the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed. The creeds are statements of faith that affirm basic Bible doctrines that are necessary for salvation.
· John reminds his followers that Jesus had warned that the Antichrist would come. It is now John's painful duty to announce that in the false teachers the spirit of antichrist is already present. Hence, whatever success the opponents had had within the community resulted from satanic inspiration (cf. Eph 6:12).
· How can one tell the spirit of antichrist? Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist.
2. True Believers Overcome the World (4:4-5).

· Who is the “them” that believers have overcome?  Those who deny that Jesus came in the flesh, i.e., the antichrists and false teachers.
· Who is “he that is in you”?  God
· Who is “he that is in the world”?  Satan
· What does John mean by “world” in this case?   The unbelieving world, those under the influence of antichrists.
· In what sense is God in believers?   Thru the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. The HS indwells all believers. 
· Why does the world listen to antichrists?  Because antichrists are of the world, just like all unbelievers. Antichrists speak from the world’s point of view, and the unsaved world listens to them.
· The false teachers are successful “in the world” because their thinking and their theology is in perfect agreement with the world's beliefs. Their teaching is compatible to the prevailing currents of the day. Naturally the world hears such teachers gladly.

3. True Believers Obey the Apostolic Message (4:6).

· Why do true believers listen to the apostolic message?  Because both the believer and the message are “of God.”
· Read John 8:47 and 18:37.

· John again uses the significant verb “know.” Christians can know that they know God. Those who truly know God acknowledge apostolic teaching. 

· Who is the “we” and “us” in this passage?  John is referring to himself and the other apostles (or perhaps himself and all true believers).
· John is stating his apostolic authority here when he says “the person who knows God listens to us.” Jesus’ own words in John 10:27 imply the same idea: “My sheep listen to my voice.” The apostles were the delegated successors whom Jesus himself appointed to carry on the ministry after his departure. Those who are genuine believers will pay attention to the apostolic testimony about Jesus, and those who are not (false teachers) will deny it.
· How do non-believers respond to the apostolic message?  They reject it.
· How does one’s response to the message tell if one is “of God” or “of the world”?  Those who respond positively are of God; those who don’t are of the world.
· How can you discern truth from error?  That which is true will correspond to apostolic doctrine; error does not.
· When people confess that Jesus came in the flesh, when they hear God speak to them in the gospel of his Son and are obedient to it, then the “Spirit of truth” has been present and active. When people deny the gospel, when they will not hear it as God's Word and will not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, then “the spirit of falsehood” has been at work.

· What is true of those who reject apostolic teaching?  They are not from God.
· List a few examples of those groups who profess to know God but reject apostolic teaching.  Cults like JWs and Mormons, Jews, Moslems, even supposedly Christian groups like Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, etc. We can’t look into people’s hearts, but we can determine who is genuine by what they profess. Those with a wrong Christology are simply not saved.
· Many people say that they “know God” or are “of God,” but only those who hold a correct view of the person and work of Christ have any legitimate claim to such knowledge.

Conclusion: Christians must not be gullible and believe every self-proclaimed prophet. They must ask what the teacher says about Jesus Christ. John reassured his readers that true believers retain their commitment to apostolic teaching, thereby overcoming the world. False teachers, on the other hand, are anti-Christs driven by the spirit of error.

Applications:

· Are you a gullible believer or a discerning one? Do you test and examine the teaching you hear by the standard of the Bible? Can you discern the spirit of truth from the spirit of error?
· Do you maintain a correct Christology?
· Are you submissive to apostolic teaching?
· Do you have confidence and assurance that you are truly saved?
Discussion:

1. Why is it so important to be critical and discerning?  1) The Bible tells us to be; 2) because many false prophets are in the world.
2. What does the Holy Spirit cause a true teacher to say about Jesus Christ?  Correct Christology—that Jesus is the Christ who has come in the flesh. Jesus is the incarnate Son of God.
3. What does the spirit of error and antichrist say?  Incorrect Christology—that Jesus is not the Christ or that he did not come in the flesh.
4. How does the world respond to false teachers?  They accept them.
5. What is one way you can determine if someone is influenced by the spirit of truth or by the spirit of error?  Check out what they believe about Jesus Christ. Those with false Christology are false.
     Lesson 10: God’s Love and Our Love

     Theme: True believers love God and each other.

Recap: John’s letter gives several marks or proofs of genuine faith. So far we’ve seen that believers must maintain a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people and reject worldliness, and that true believers persevere in faith and in good works. Further, the spiritual condition of the believer has a direct effect on his lifestyle. John reminds his readers that they are members of God’s family and that the world will hate them because of this. However, the future is bright for believers, who will be changed when the Lord returns. John’s also teaches that righteous behavior is characteristic of righteous people. Further, true believers demonstrate godly love for one another through practical deeds of kindness. They also retain a commitment to apostolic teaching regarding Jesus Christ’s coming in the flesh.

Structure: 1 John 4:7–5:5 is the third major division of the epistle. In it, John presents the nature and results of Christian love. Today’s section, 4:7-4:21, is difficult to outline because John keeps going back and forth between topics. He starts by encouraging believers to love one another because of God’s great love for them (4:7-13). He goes on to express the importance of a correct Christology (4:14-16), and then returns to the topic of God’s love for believers and the love that should exist among believers (4:17-21). Love for others and correct Christology are significant tests or proofs of genuine Christianity.

1. True Believers Love One Another (vv. 7-13).

· John goes back to the topic of godly love. How would you define this kind of love?  A sacrificial, giving compassion that seeks the best for the one loved. It’s not primarily a feeling or an emotion, but a commitment to seek another’s good. It’s unconditional, not prompted by the merits of the one loved.
· The pronoun “one another” insists that this love must be mutual, flowing in both directions. It is a call to seek unselfishly the true welfare of the one loved. The kind of love John was urging has its source in God. It is not the natural love of the world for its own (John 15:19), nor the love of publicans for fellow-publicans (Matt 5:46), but a self-sacrificing love motivated by good will and demonstrated in action.

· What are the four reasons John gives for why believers should love one another?  Love comes from God, everyone who loves is born of God, everyone who loves knows God, those who don’t love don’t know God.
· What is true of those who do not love?  They don’t know God. Because all God’s activity is loving and involves the expression of love, John can rightly conclude that the person who does not love must not know God.
· The love that believers express for one another gives evidence that they have indeed been born of God and are thus God’s children. In contrast, those who do not love do not know God, and thus are not genuine believers, no matter what they might claim.
· John says “God is love.” John also says “God is light” (1 John 1:5) and “God is Spirit” (John 4:24). When he says “God is love,” he’s making an assertion about the character of God. One of God’s attributes is love—it is God’s nature to love. 
· The fact that God is completely loving does not invalidate the fact that He is also holy and righteous. All aspects of His nature belong together and unite in determining His action. Some people over-emphasize God’s love to the extent that love prevents God from condemning anyone to hell. “A loving God could never punish anyone eternally.” Love is one of God’s attributes, but not the only one.
The Term “Only begotten”
John describes Jesus as the “only begotten” Son of God five times (4 times in John, once in 1 John).
 What does this term mean? The Greek word is monogenhs, which literally means “only fathered” or “only one of a kind.” The word was used of an only child or of something unique (the only one of its kind). Isaac is called a monogenhs, even though he was not Abraham’s one and only son. Isaac was one-of-a-kind because he was the child of the promise (Heb 11:17). Thus the word speaks more of quality (unique) than quantity (only one) or origin. Whenever John uses the word he’s referring to Jesus. While all Christians are children of God, Jesus is God’s Son in a unique, one-of-a-kind sense. The term denotes that as the only Son of God, he has no equal. The word does not suggest that God the Father created or fathered God the Son. 

· How did God demonstrate or express his love toward us?  By sending his son into the world to provide salvation for us.
· What does John mean by the word “world” in verse 9?  The earth or the people of the earth.
· Why did God send his son?  That we might live through him.
· What does John mean by “that we might live through him”?  That we might be saved, have eternal life. See 1 John 5:12.
· In what sense is salvation “through” Jesus?  1) Jesus did the work to provide salvation, and 2) faith in Jesus is the means of being saved.
· How does John explain what true love is all about?  God expressed his love for us by sending his son to die for us. This shows us the kind of love we ought to have for others—a sacrificial, giving kind of love.
· John brings out a significant point when he says “not that we loved God” (v. 10). Prior to salvation, no one loves God. In fact, people are hostile to God. The only reason anyone loves God is that God initiates the relationship. The natural human heart does not generate the kind of love that John is talking about.

· John states that Jesus is the propitiation for our sins. What is “propitiation”?  NIV has “atoning sacrifice.” To propitiate means to satisfy one’s anger, to placate or to appease one who is hostile toward you. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross propitiated/satisfied/appeased God’s wrath against our sin. Jesus turned aside God’s wrath against us by absorbing it himself.
· What ought to be our response to God’s great love for us (v. 11)?  We ought to love one another. God’s children ought to display their Father’s love for others. His love is the example as well as the stimulus. Because Christians are the recipients of God’s love, they are obligated to show that kind of love to other believers. We are to follow God’s example of unconditional love.
· What is true of those who love one another? God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.
· What does John mean by God’s love being “perfected” in us? The love that comes from God, the love that he has for us, reaches perfection (is most fully expressed, reaches the highest point) in our love for others, which is what God wants and what believers are commanded to do (cf. 3:23b).
· In verse 13, John again shows how believers can be assured of their salvation. What is the basis of assurance that he’s talking about here?  The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. The first “fruit of the Spirit” that Paul lists is love (Gal 5:22). The presence of love and the other fruit of the Spirit is another source of assurance. Love is the expected mark or evidence of the Spirit’s work in your life.
2. True Believers Accept Correct Christology (vv. 14-16).

· Note that love does not disregard truth. The fact that God is love does not remove the need to believe the right things. If you don’t believe that Jesus is “the savior of the world,” then you will not be saved, despite the fact that God loves you.

· Why did God send Jesus into the world?  To be the savior.
· What is a savior? One who saves. 
· The name “Jesus” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew name “Jehoshua,” which means “Yahweh is salvation.” The angel told Joseph to name him Jesus because “he will save his people from their sin” (Mt 1.21).

· In what sense is Jesus the “savior of the world”?  He’s the one and only means of salvation for everyone in the world. He’s the world’s only savior.
· Does the fact that Jesus is the “savior of the world” mean that everyone in the world will be saved?  No.
· What does the word “confess” mean? To say the same thing as another, i.e. to agree with, assent. Compound of homos, the same, similar, and , say, or logos, word, speech. 
· In order to be saved, one must acknowledge or agree that Jesus is the Son of God. The confession that “Jesus is the Son of God” is an explicit acknowledgement of the abiding reality of the Incarnation, that the man Jesus is indeed the Son of God incarnate. It is a confession that the false prophets whom John confronted refused to make.

· What is true of those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God?  God dwells in them and they in God. In other words, it is necessary to make this confession in order to be saved. You have to believe that Jesus is the Son of God.
· Is this confession all that’s required for salvation?  No, but one cannot be saved without this confession. John probably emphasizes this particular truth because the false teachers were denying it.
3. True Believers Love One Another (vv. 17-21).

· What does “herein” (v. 17) refer to?  Probably to what precedes in 4:16b: “By this—by our dwelling in love so that we dwell in God and he in us—is love brought to perfection with us.” This agrees with what the author has already said in 4:12: “If we love one another, God dwells in us, and his love is perfected in us.”
· What judgement is he talking about?  The final judgment—judgment day.
· In the future judgment, which, though it will be very awful and solemn, Christ the Judge will appear with great majesty and glory, and all men will stand before him, and the books will be opened, and the judgment will proceed with great strictness and justice, and will issue in the everlasting perdition of devils and wicked men, yet the saints will have boldness in it. Believers will stand fearless, and without the least dread, while others will flee to the rocks, and into the holes of the earth; and they will sing his new song, and ascribe the glory of their salvation to him, and express their praises of him, and love to him, then and to all eternity.

· The reason for confidence in the day of judgment is that just as Jesus is, so also are believers in this world—they are currently in relationship with God just as Jesus is.

· One of John’s purposes in writing was to produce confidence or boldness in his readers. The presence of godly love in the life of the believer will give him confidence when he appears before the Judgement Seat of Christ (cf. Rom 14:10-12; 2 Cor 5:10).

· John says that perfect love casts out fear. In the present context, where the author has mentioned confidence in the day of judgment (4:17), it seems virtually certain that eternal punishment (or fear of it) is what is meant here. The only alternative to perfected love, which results in confidence at the day of judgment, is fear, which has to do with the punishment one is afraid of receiving at the judgment. As 4:18b states, “The one who fears [punishment] has not been perfected in love.”
· Why are people able to love God
 (v. 19)?  Because God first loved us. Fallen humanity would never have known this love apart from the fact that God took the initiative in revealing His love to mankind. We have the capacity to love others only because God first extended his love to us.
· How can one demonstrate that he does not love God?  By hating (failing to love) his fellow believer. 
· John’s opponents claim to love God, but fail to love their fellow members in the Christian community. This leads the author to conclude that such people are liars. They don’t truly love God. Those who love God love fellow believers.
· What argument does John use to support his conclusion?  If you can’t love your brother whom you have seen, you can’t love God whom you haven’t seen.
· What commandment does John mention? He who loves God must also love his brother (fellow believer). Those who say they love God must demonstrate godly love toward fellow believers.
Conclusion:  John challenges us to a high standard of love, both for God and for fellow believers. Those who are born of God have experienced God’s love, so they should demonstrate that quality of love to others. For believers, sacrificial, generous compassion is an obligation. One demonstrates his love for God by extending the same kind of  love to others.

Applications:

· Do you genuinely seek the best for other believers?
· Do you claim to be saved, yet deny it by your unloving attitude?
· Are you trusting in Jesus Christ as your savior? Do you acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God?
· Do you have confidence regarding the coming judgment, or does the thought of judgment fill you with fear?
· Are you following Christ’s commandment to love fellow believers?
Discussion:
1. What was God’s supreme demonstration of his love for us?  The incarnation—sending Jesus to die on the cross.
2. How can believers demonstrate that they appreciate God’s love for them?  By loving others.
3. Why is the presence of love in a believer’s life a basis of assurance of salvation?  If godly love is present in your life, that’s an evidence that you are really saved.
4. List some ways we can demonstrate godly love for others.  Help those in need, sacrificially give, be generous, be compassionate.
Lesson 11: Love and Truth

Theme: True believers love God, obey God, and acknowledge sound doctrine.

Recap: John’s letter gives several marks or proofs of genuine faith. John's goal is to reinforce and strengthen the faith of his readers. So far we’ve seen that believers must maintain a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people and reject worldliness, and that true believers persevere in faith and in good works. John reminds his readers that they are members of God’s family and that the world will hate them because of this. However, the future is bright for believers, who will be changed when the Lord returns. John also teaches that righteous behavior is characteristic of righteous people. Further, true believers demonstrate godly love for one another and retain a commitment to apostolic teaching.

Structure: Today’s passage deals with love and belief. True believers love God, love one another, and believe sound doctrine. Those who demonstrate such love and belief may be assured that they possess eternal life. The first paragraph (vv. 1-5) shows how love, faith, and obedience are connected. In the second paragraph (vv. 6-9) John explains some important matters of doctrine. The third paragraph (vv. 10-13) deals with Christian assurance. When one loves God and fellow believers, he may be confident of his relationship with God.

1. True Believers Love God and Believe Sound Doctrine (5:1-5).

· What is true of those who believe that Jesus is the Christ?  He is “born of God.”
· John uses the present tense verb "is," not was. Jesus is the Christ currently. His identity as the Christ is a continuing, unchanging reality.

· What does the phrase “born of God” refer to?  Being saved, i.e., born again.
· Who is “him that begat”?  God
· Who is “him also that is begotten of him”?  other believers
· Paraphrase the second part of this verse.  Everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. (NIV)
· The love that we are to have toward other believers does not spring from something loveable in the person himself, but from the fact that all believers are members of the same family. All who claim God as their Father should also display love for members of their spiritual family.

· What is true of those who “love God, and keep his commandments” (v. 2)?  They also love other believers. Part of the Christian experience is demonstrating love for fellow believers. True love for God also involves love of one’s brother in Christ. Love to God and love to the brethren confirm and prove each other.
· At times, loving others goes against what we feel and desire. Godly love is not limited by feelings. Instead, it is obedience to God's commandments. Christians are obligated to love others as God does, even if doing so goes against what they want to do.

· What “is the love of God” (v. 3)?  That we keep his commandments. Believers demonstrate their love for God by keeping his commandments. A Christian shows his love for God in each conscious effort to do God's known will. Read John 14:15, 21, 24 and 2 John 6. John’s definition of love for God from the believer’s point of view equals obedience to God’s commandments. 
· What does John mean by “his commandments are not grievous”?  The word “grievous” means weighty, heavy, or a burdensome (so NIV). “Grievous” here is a figurative way of describing a commandment as “burdensome” or “difficult.” See Deut 30:11 (“hidden” means “marvelous” or “hard to comprehend”) and Matt 11:30. It’s not a pain to keep God’s commandments. Man was created to serve and honor God. When he does so, he is fulfilling his purpose for being. Jesus described the Pharisees in Matt 23:4 as people who “tie up heavy loads, hard to carry, and put them on men’s shoulders.” God’s commandments are not weighty because the commandment is to love one another, and God himself is the source of this love which believers are to have for one another.
Note the Quote: Love-prompted obedience is not a crushing burden that exhausts the believer’s strength and destroys his sense of freedom in Christ. He finds that the new life in Christ makes obedience possible and has implanted in him a desire to do the will of God; for he realizes that God has given His laws for the believer’s own protection and highest welfare. . . . God’s commandments become burdensome whenever a Christian desires to do something inconsistent with His directives; when a believer attempts to carry out his own will, God’s commandments seem cruel and restrictive.
 
· What is true of those who have been born of God (v. 4)?  They have overcome the world. God’s commandments are not burdensome to those who overcome the world.
· In what sense is the word “world” used here?  The ungodly multitudes unified against God, i.e., the unsaved world.
· What in particular overcomes the world?  Our faith. The standard English translation “victory” is probably better “conquering power.” The faith that God gives us is able to conquer the world.
· John has used the verb “to conquer” previously to describe the believer’s victory over the Enemy, the evil one himself, in 1 John 2:13-14, and over the opponents, described as “false prophets” in 1 John 4:4. This suggests that what the author has in mind here is a victory over the opponents, who now belong to the world. Because we have already achieved victory over the world through our faith, keeping God’s commandments is not a difficult matter.
· Believers need not bow to the pressure that the world exerts upon them. The world is filled with sin and sinful people, but believers have overcome the world through their faith in God. The new birth enables believers to recognize the evil nature of the world and “all that is in the world” (2:16) and to reject its allurements. When the author says “our faith,” he is referring to believers’ faith in Jesus, who during his earthly life and ministry conquered the world (cf. John 16:33) by his sacrificial death on the cross, resurrection, and return to the Father. It is the object of our faith, Jesus Christ, which gives us the victory.
· John clarifies exactly whom he is referring to in verse 5: those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God have overcome the world. In verse 1 John stated that Jesus is the Christ, and in verse 5 he asserts that Jesus is the Son of God. These two titles are significant. One must acknowledge both in order to be saved.

2. True Believers Acknowledge Sound Doctrine (5:6-9).

Verses 5-8 are some of the most interesting, confusing, and disputed statements in the book. This text presents some major interpretive problems. Thus we should proceed with great care and caution.

· John notes three witnesses that testify to the legitimacy of faith in Jesus Christ–the Spirit, the water and the blood. Read Deut 19:15.  According to OT Law, two or three witnesses proved the validity of a statement. John gives three.
· Jesus came "by water and blood" (v. 6). John wants to be clear here. Jesus came not by water only, but by water and blood. John is likely referring to two major events in Jesus’ life, his baptism and crucifixion. These two incidents in the Incarnation are singled out because at the baptism Jesus was formally set apart to his Messianic work by the coming of the Holy Spirit upon him and by the Father's audible witness, and because at the Cross his work reached its culmination (“It is finished,” Jesus said).
 John is being specific here probably because the false teachers were denying this truth.

· Verse 7 presents another problem. Most Greek texts have “there are three that bear record” and then skip to the middle of verse 8. There are only a handful of NT texts (out of several thousand) that contain the words “in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there are three that bear witness in earth.” These extra words were almost certainly added at a later date by a copyist.
 The fact and the doctrine of the Trinity do not depend on this addition.

· Verse 8 mentions the same three witnesses as verse 6—the Holy Spirit, the water and the blood. The Spirit is, of the three, the only living and active witness. The water and the blood continue to bear witness whenever the historical records of Christ’s baptism and crucifixion are read or proclaimed.

· The inner testimony of the Holy Spirit, the audible voice from heaven at Christ's baptism, and the physical phenomena at the crucifixion all pointed to the same conclusion: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Christians should be confident in their faith in Jesus Christ.

3. True Believers May Be Confident That They Are Saved (5:10-13).

· The verb “believe,” occurring three times in verse 10, involves not merely an acceptance of the truthfulness of the message but also a personal trust in or commitment to that One. The expression “believes in the Son” pictures faith as moving toward and resting on the Son.

· John says that believers have “the witness” in themselves. What is he talking about? See 1 John 4:16 and Romans 8:16. The internal witness of the Holy Spirit, which convinces believers of the truth of the Scriptures. Believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and thus acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
· What is true of those who don’t believe the record that God has given regarding his Son?  They make God a liar
· “He that believeth not God” describes the individual by his characteristic refusal to trust God enough to accept the testimony He has given. This refusal means he has no personal relationship with God.

· The record, or witness, is this (v. 11): eternal life comes through faith in the Son of God. The Holy Spirit convinces us or gives us the assurance that we have eternal life through faith in Christ. 

· To “have” the Son means to “possess” him in the sense that he is present in the individual’s life. From the parallel statement in 5:10a it is clear that believing in the Son and thus having God’s testimony in one’s self is the same as “having” the Son here in 5:12a. This is essentially identical to John 3:16—“whoever believes in him . . . should have eternal life.”
· What are the two possible conditions mentioned in verse 12.  Either you have life or you don’t have life.
· What makes the difference between the two positions?  Whether or not you “have the son.”
· "It is as impossible to have life without having Christ as it is impossible to have Christ without at the same time possessing eternal life.”
 God does not have an alternate plan for those who reject Christ. Faith in Jesus is the one and only way to God and to eternal life.

· Why did John write these things?  To give believers confidence that they really are saved.
· Note that John again uses the important verb “know.” Believers may be confident of the fact that they are truly saved. Salvation is not a matter of “hope so” or “maybe so.” Salvation is a “know so” matter. As believers face challenges and opposition from the world, they can stand firmly on the fact that God has given to them eternal life. Even those who already believe may need reassurance so that they may grow in faith and become more and more certain of their salvation in Christ. The whole point of the book has been to give marks or proofs of salvation. If the marks are there, the certainty should be there as well.
· The words at the end of verse 13, “and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God,” do not appear in some manuscripts.

Conclusion:  Believers in Christ are children of God and are thus able to overcome the temptations and pitfalls of the world. Believers acknowledge God’s testimony about the person and work of Christ. Believers may be certain of their salvation.

Applications:

· Do you love other believers?
· Do you show your love for God by keeping his commandments?
· Do you consider obedience to God to be burdensome?
· How do you relate to the “world”? Do you love it or overcome it?
· Do you “have the son” and thus “have life”?
· Are you confident that you are truly saved, or do you doubt?
Discussion:

1. How do believers show their love for God?  By keeping his commandments and by loving other believers.

2. How can John say that God’s commandments are not “grievous” or burdensome? Isn’t it hard to obey God? It's not always easy to obey because it goes against our sin nature. But for believers, obedience to God should be a joy, not a chore. Not obeying God is far more burdensome than obeying him is. Our attitude should be the same as that in Psalm 119:97  "O how love I thy law! It is my meditation all the day."

3. Is the doctrine of the Trinity based solely upon 1 John 5:7-8?  No. It’s throughout Scripture.

4. Why is it important to be confident that you really are saved?  Because doubt makes one useless to himself and to others. You’re not going to witness if you’re not sure that you are saved yourself. 

Christian Confidence (5:14-21)

Theme: True believers can be confident

in their relationship with God
Recap: John’s letter gives several marks or proofs of genuine faith. John's goal is to reinforce and strengthen the faith of his readers. So far we’ve seen that believers must maintain a right understanding of the historical reality of Jesus Christ, that true believers obey God’s Word, love God’s people and reject worldliness, and that true believers persevere in faith and in good works. John reminds his readers that they are members of God’s family and that the world will hate them because of this. However, the future is bright for believers, who will be changed when the Lord returns. John also teaches that righteous behavior is characteristic of righteous people. Further, true believers demonstrate godly love for one another and retain a commitment to apostolic teaching. When one loves God and fellow believers, he may be confident of his relationship with God.

Structure:  In this last section of the book, John urges his readers to be confident that God hears their prayers (5:14-17) and that their knowledge of God is genuine (5:18-20). He closes with an admonition for his readers to keep away from error (5:21). This section contains some material that is very difficult to interpret.

1. True Believers are Confident in Prayer (5:14-17).

· What is the confidence we have before God? That if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. Cf 3:21-22.
· What is the condition John attaches to God’s hearing our prayers?  We’ve got to ask according to God’s will.
· What does John mean by God hearing our prayers?  He answers them, fulfills them. 

· God answers prayer according to his will. That is, when a prayer request lines up with
 what God intends to do, the prayer is fulfilled. When the prayer request does not accord with God’s plan, God will not fulfill it. Pleading, begging, making vows or promises will not change God’s plan. The believer is to submit to God’s will. Prayer is not a design for imposing one’s will on God; rather, it is the bending of one’s will to God’s in the desire that God’s purposes may be done.

· John is encouraging his readers to persevere in prayer, knowing that God will answer their requests according to his will. John says that we “have” the request because when we ask according to God’s will, the fulfillment is assured. 

· Prayer is not demanding that God do as we desire, but asking that God would accomplish his will for us. Believers must trust that God knows what he’s doing, just like a child trusts his parents.

· Are there limits to what we can ask for?  We obviously shouldn’t ask for anything that would be immoral or inappropriate, e.g., help robbing a bank, not to get caught cheating, etc. John says “whatsoever we ask…” Ask for what you want.
· Read Mark 14:36 and Hebrews 4:18.

· In verse 16, John turns from assurance in prayer to the ministry of prayer.  He talks about a certain kind of prayer request, one that asks God to be merciful to a fellow believer. When Christians observe a fellow believer in sin, they need to take steps to restore that person (Gal 6:1). Prayer is an important part of this process.

· What are the two kinds of sin John mentions?  A sin unto death, a sin not unto death.
· Who is responsible to take action?  “Anyone” who sees a brother sin. This is not just for the leaders of the church. 
· John talks about a brother “sinning a sin.” The emphasis seems to be on the continual nature of this sin. It’s not an occasional sin, but a continual one. Persistence in some sins naturally results in death.

· What exactly John means by a “sin unto death” is not clear. First, what kind of sin is he talking about? Some suggest that the phrase “sin unto death” is a descriptive way of saying “serious sin.” Others think he’s referring to the unforgivable sin Jesus mentioned (Mt 10:33; Mark 8:28). Second, what kind of death is he talking about? While there are times when John refers to spiritual death, there is also evidence in the NT that a sin sometimes results in physical death (Acts 5:1-11). John is writing to believers, for whom it is impossible to commit a sin that would produce spiritual death. Thus, it seems most probable that John had in mind a sin that would result in physical death.

· Should one pray for someone committing a “sin unto death”?  no. 
· John’s point seems to be that believers should intercede on behalf of erring brothers to a point. When one is committing a “sin unto death,” there is no use praying for the individual because nothing can stop God’s judgement upon the person. Fortunately, there are sins “not unto death.”

· How does John define sin (v. 17)?  All unrighteousness is sin.
2. True Believers Have a Genuine Knowledge of God (5:18-20).

· This section contains some very difficult language to interpret. There are several possible ways to understand what John is talking about.

· John declares “we know” three times in this section. He clearly wants his readers to be sure of a few things.

· John again states that those born of God do not sin (cf. 3:9). The “sin” which the true believer cannot commit is the sin of the opponents with their false Christology. No true believer sins in this way or to this extent. Believers sin from time to time, but not as a habitual pattern of life.
· What are the two reasons that a true believer “sinneth not” (v. 18)?  1) True believers keep themselves; 2) Satan does not touch them.
· Those born of God “keep themselves.”
 That is, they guard or pay attention to themselves carefully. John is not implying that believers maintain their own salvation. We know that God keeps believers saved (1 Pet 1:5). However, believers are also responsible to “work out” their own salvation (Phil 2:12). Jesus told his disciples to “Take ye heed, watch and pray” (Mark 13:33). Paul told the Ephesian elders to “keep watch over yourselves” (Acts 20:28). John’s idea here seems to be that believers must guard themselves from false teaching and false prophets.

· Who is “the evil one”?  Satan
· What does he mean by “that wicked one toucheth him not”? Satan has no grip on a believer who keeps away from sin. Salvation severs any ties between a person and Satan. Satan may do all manner of evil to a person (e.g., Job), but he can’t hurt us spiritually.
· In verse 19, John contrasts all true believers, who are “of God,” with those of the world who “lie in wickedness.”
 This is a descriptive expression for those who are overcome by the power of Satan. All those in the world who are not born of God are under the dominion of the “god of this world,” Satan.

· In verse 20, John goes back to the idea that true believers have a genuine knowledge of God. God has given believers an understanding, which guarantees that they “know him that is true” i.e., God. This phrase is used as a description of God the Father by Jesus in his prayer in John 17:3 (“the only true God”). The false teachers in Ephesus were teaching that only certain people had a true knowledge of God. John teaches that all believers have this knowledge. We don’t know everything about God, but what we know is true.
· What is “true God and eternal life”?  “This” most likely refers back to Jesus Christ. You could say “This one is the true God…” This is a strong statement affirming the deity of Jesus Christ. One knows the true God only through Jesus Christ.
3. True Believers Are Loyal to God (5:21).

In a book full of obscure and difficult statements, John saves one for the last sentence in the letter. John has not mentioned idols until now. This is perhaps one last shot at the false prophets, whose teachings John equated with idolatry. He is warning them once more to avoid the opponents with their heretical and dangerous false teaching, as he has done in 2:15, 2:27, and 4:1. Since Jesus is God, he alone is worthy to be worshiped. Our loyalties must be to God and God alone.

Conclusion: Believers can be confident that God answers their prayers according to his own purposes. Children of God have a genuine knowledge of God. Christians should guard themselves from error. They should be careful to worship God alone.

Applications:

· Are you confident that God answers your prayers according to his own purposes? Are you submissive to God’s plan?

· Do you pray for fellow believers who are involved in sin?

· Are you carefully guarding yourself from error?

· Are you trying to live a righteous lifestyle?

Discussion:

1. What if we are seeking to obey God, yet our prayers seem to go unanswered?  God’s will doesn’t always match up with what we want. We have to ask “according to his will.” Our will always has to be submissive to God’s. Even then, God may not answer in the way we desire.
2. Why is it good to know that God fulfills prayer according to his own will and not according to the will of the one praying?  If God answered all our prayers in the way that we ask, the world would be a mess, especially when requests contradict. God’s plan is best. He’s all-knowing and sovereign, and thus able to do what is best in every situation.
3. Why should we not be surprised by the wickedness of the world?  Like John says, the whole world lies in wickedness/the wicked one. They are under the dominion of Satan.
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Ecumenical Fellowship?





	In recent years some church leaders have desired to foster greater unity among members of different religious traditions. The attempt to bring together such people is called ecumenism. Various organizations, such as the World Council of Churches, are ecumenical in nature—they try to bring together people of differing religious viewpoints.  [E.g., E.C.T. Also, Lutherans and Catholics have recently come out with a statement saying that they really don't disagree.]


	While unity among believers is a noble goal, ecumenical unity is usually achieved by downplaying doctrinal distinctions. John very clearly states that believers have fellowship together based on their common faith in Jesus Christ. Those who do not share in this doctrinal position cannot be part of the fellowship. Thus, any unity not based on a common theological viewpoint is false unity. We should never ignore or sacrifice doctrine in pursuit of unity. We should seek to “come out from among” those who deny the essentials of the faith (2 Cor 6:17). Truth, not unity, is the foundation for fellowship.  [E.g., invitation to cooperate with Methodist church in teen event]








False Guilt


Guilt in the life of a believer is normally a good thing because it leads to repentance. One of the most wonderful promises of Scripture is God's pledge to forgive the sins of repentant believers. God purges and cleanses the sins from those who confess and forsake them. Unfortunately, believers often confess their sins to God but continue to feel guilty about them. But this need not be the case. We can be assured that God fully and finally forgives believers for all their sins. The sacrifice of Christ takes away sin and continues to cleanse from sin. So after confessing and forsaking sins, the believer need feel guilty about them no more.





The Extent of the Atonement: For Whom Did Christ Die?





Some suggest that Jesus died only for the elect and for no one else. This is called limited atonement. Others assert that Jesus died for all people (the “whole world”). This view is called unlimited atonement. While it is true that the saving benefits of Christ's death extend only to the elect, it is also true that Jesus died for all people, even those who reject him (2 Pet 2:1). Paul states that Jesus is “the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe” (1 Tim 4:10). There is a sense in which every human being benefits from the death of Christ, but the saving benefits of Jesus' death extend only to believers. Christ's sacrifice was sufficient for all, but efficient only for believers. Thus, we believe in an unlimited atonement.





Perseverance


John is clearly teaching the necessity of Christian perseverance. His use of words like abide, walk and live in the present tense shows us that believers must continue in the faith. A one-time profession without an accompanying obedient lifestyle is meaningless. The Bible teaches that a true believer will persevere in faith and in good works. That is, he will maintain his profession of faith in Christ as his Savior and he will continue to produce good fruit in keeping with his profession. Those who either turn away from the faith and/or engage in a habitually sinful lifestyle give evidence that they never truly were saved. Perseverance requires progressive sanctification; however, it does not imply sinless perfection.





Assurance: Present Reality or Past Experience?





Preachers commonly state that believers should base their assurance of salvation on the memory of their previous decision to trust Christ. Some even suggest pounding a steak in the ground as a reminder of that decision. But assurance should be based instead on one’s continuing walk with God. If one is currently trusting in Christ as his Savior and is walking an obedient, fruitful Christian life, he has no reason to doubt the reality of his salvation.





What is Love?


Love basically means “to be fond of” or “to be pleased with.” There are three Greek words for love found in the NT: agapao, phileo, and stergo. The word phileo is the most general word, indicating a general attraction towards a person or thing. A philos is a friend; a philema is a kiss; philosophia is a love of knowledge. Phileo and agapao are roughly synonymous. Agapao is used in nearly every case in the NT to speak of God’s relationship with man. 


Love expresses itself in several ways: the bond between spouses, the blood relationship with father and mother, and the spiritual bond between friends can also be love. Love is at the root of community life: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Lev 19:18). In the NT love is one of the central ideas which express the whole content of the Christian faith—”God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son.” Since God so loved us, God expects us to love one another (1 John 4:10-11).


The love that John is talking about is not primarily a feeling, and certainly not a romantic attraction. He’s not talking about that mysterious queasy feeling you get when “falling” in love. Rather, it is a sacrificial, giving love, a desire to do what is best for the one loved.





The Significance of the Title “Christ”


The word “Christ” is an important one to understand. It’s not Jesus’ last name. “Christ” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word “Messiah,” meaning, “anointed one.” The Messiah is the deliverer, the Savior who would come to rescue his people. The angel told Joseph “unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). This verse implies that the Messiah is God Himself, the Lord. The deity of Christ is a non-negotiable for the Christian faith. Those who deny this truth reject the Father and the Son.








Your Adversary, the Devil


Our modern, skeptical world denies the existence of the person the Bible calls Satan, the enemy of our souls, that serpent, our adversary the devil. John clearly believes such a character really exists, as do the other biblical writers. Jesus himself made reference to Satan many times (Mt 4:10, 12:26; Mk 3:26, etc.). Satan is a defeated foe, has limited power, and is often blamed for more than he causes. Yet we must believe that Satan does truly exist and is busily carrying out his plan to enslave the lost and trip up believers.





The Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.


Christ’s Rule: Do unto others what Christ has already done for you.








Perfect Love


God’s love for the world is demonstrated in his sending of his Son Jesus into the world to be its Savior (4:9, 10, 14). This divine love as displayed in Jesus gives life to those who believe in him (4:9b, John 1:4), and resides in believers, actively demonstrating itself in both love for fellow Christians and love for God (4:21). John’s concept of perfected love encompasses all of this, but culminates in the active demonstration of love toward fellow believers and love for God. God’s love is being perfected in those who demonstrate godly love toward others.











� “Fellowship is not the sentimental and superficial attachment of a random collection of individuals, but the profoundly mutual relationship of those who remain “in Christ,” and therefore belong to each other” (Smalley p. 12).


� Some have taught that a state of sinless perfection is indeed possible for the believer to achieve. But the Bible teaches that believers will continue to struggle against sin throughout their entire lives. Cf. Rom 7.


� Those who profess to be saved, yet live a habitually, consistently ungodly lifestyle are not “carnal Christians,” they are unsaved. 


� Some texts have “you all know” instead of “you know all things.” 


� Note that half the verse is italicized in the KJV. This is because the Greek manuscripts the KJV translators used did not contain these words. However, there is very good manuscript support for these words, so the translators included them.


� We are not suggesting, however, that modern believers are inspired in the same sense the authors of the Bible were.


� John uses the general word for “child” here, not “son.” John reserved the word “son” for Jesus alone.


� Some manuscripts have the additional words “and we are” after “called the sons of God” (see NIV for example).


� The failure of the world to know God is one of the basic themes of the Gospel of John (5:37; 7:28; 16:3).


� “Believers can never be equal to Christ, since He is infinite and they are finite; but they can and will be similar to Him in holiness and in resurrection bodies.” Burdick, The Letters of John the Apostle, p. 234. Quoted in Hiebert.


� D. Edmond Hiebert, An Expositional Study of 1 John, Part 7: An Exposition of 1 John 4:1–6. Bib Sac vol. 146 #584 (Oct-Dec 1989).


� Hiebert.


� Hiebert.


� The familiar English rendering “only begotten Son” was based on the Latin Vulgate word unigenitus.


� John Gill.


� Some manuscripts read “we love because he first loved us,” while others have “we love God” or “we love him.”


� Hiebert.


� Robertson, Word Pictures. The other possible interpretation is that “blood and water” refer to the death of Christ on the cross, where water and blood flowed out of Jesus’ side. 


� This longer reading is found only in eight late manuscripts, four of which have the words in a marginal note. Most of these manuscripts originate from the 16th century; the earliest manuscript includes the reading in a marginal note which was added sometime after the original composition. Thus, there is no sure evidence of this reading in any Greek manuscript until the 1500s. Daniel B. Wallace, The Textual Problem in 1 John 5:7-8


� James Montgomery Boice, The Epistles of John (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1979), p. 166.


� Scribes may have either shortened or lengthened this verse for various reasons. The older manuscripts have the shorter reading, and most modern versions follow this reading.


� The Greek preposition kata means “down along the line of” or “in harmony with.”


� The other possibility is that John is speaking of spiritual death. John had the false teachers in mind as those who “sin unto death,” who are so far removed from the truth that they are beyond help. For life to be given to those who deny Jesus Christ, hate their brother, and refuse the witness of God would be a contradiction. Since such persons deny the mercy of God, prayer for them would appear to be limited to asking for their repentance and conversion to God's truth. Expositor’s.


� Some manuscripts have “him,” while others have “himself.” If “him” is correct, John likely means something like “The one born of God [the Christian], he [God] protects him [the Christian].”


� This could be translated “lie in the wicked one.”





