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JUDE
Lesson 1:  Introduction
Jude is one of the shortest books in the NT, and probably one of the most neglected of books. But as we study this text, we’ll find that it does not lack significant content.

Who wrote the letter?
Verse 1 introduces the author as “Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James.” There are essentially two questions regarding authorship: (1) which Jude? and (2) is the work really by some Jude, or by an anonymous author claiming to be Jude?

Tradition ascribes the book to Judas, the half-brother of Jesus, the full brother of James. This would have been a younger son of Mary and Joseph. Other brothers included James (who wrote the book of James), Joses and Simon. Jesus also had sisters (who are not named in the NT).
 “Jude” is an English form of “Judas” (loudas), the Greek form of “Judah.”

Mt 13:55-56 Is [Jesus] not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us?
Remember that Jesus’ brothers refused to believe in him during his lifetime (Jn 7:5), but James was later converted, possibly through a post-resurrection appearance of Jesus (1 Cor 15:7). Paul called him “James, the Lord’s brother” (Gal 1:19). James became a leader in the Jerusalem church (Acts 12:17). Because of James’ position, it would be natural for Jude to distinguish himself as James’ brother. The two may be referred to together in 1 Cor 9:5. Both James and Jude in their books refer to themselves as mere servants of Jesus Christ (James 1:1; Jude 1). Humility probably prevented them from mentioning that Jesus was their brother. 

Two of the twelve disciples were named Judas/Jude—Judas Iscariot and Judas “of James.” Some suggest that this second Judas/Jude was the author. This seems to be unlikely. The author’s language suggests that he is not one of the apostles (.17). Further, the apostle Jude’s father, not his brother, was named James (Lk 6:16; Acts 1:13, “Judas of James” most likely describes a father-son relationship, not brother-brother).

Others have suggested that Jude is a pseudonym (pen name) for an anonymous writer. However, that again seems unlikely because such a writer would probably assume a more prominent name to validate his letter. Or, in claiming Jude, he would have used claimed Jesus as his brother, not James, or perhaps both Jesus and James. The humility which avoided this description must be regarded as a mark of genuineness.

The best option seems to be that Judas the half-brother of Jesus and the full brother of James, was the author of this book.

Where and when was the letter written?

It’s nearly impossible to tell when and where the letter was written. Jude gives us no evidence, nor even clues, as to where he was at the time of writing. We know from 1 Cor 9:5 that the Lord’s brothers traveled around in the service of the gospel, and so any suggestion can only be speculative.

Scholars suggest that it would have been perfectly possible for Jude to have written this letter in the late sixties of the first century. Some argue that the absence of a reference to the fall of Jerusalem in v. 5, where it could have been relevant, points to a date before ad 70.

To whom was the letter written and what is it about?
Again, Jude gives no clues as to where his original readers lived, or who they were, apart from the fact that they were Christian people (v. 1) and dear friends (vs. 3, 17, 20). Verse 3 suggests that he had intended to write a more formal statement on doctrine and Christian living. Instead, the appearance and spread of false teaching had led him to respond by writing a warning of the consequences of following those who propagate heretical ideas and a call to hold fast to the apostolic faith.

The heretics were antinomian (“against law”); they did not observe Christian moral instruction. Though the false teachers spoke about the pneuma (spirit) and claimed to be spiritual, they were really psychikoi (“soulish,” “unspiritual”) and did not have the “Spirit” (v. 19). Their lives gave evidence of bondage to the world, not liberation from it (v. 8). Their rejection of Jesus (v. 4), their blaspheming of angels (v. 8, 10), their complaining and cynicism (v. 16) all prove that they were not genuine believers. The false teachers denied God’s Word and substituted their own teachings, which had much in common with Gnosticism.

Jude’s quotations from the non-Scriptural books Assumption of Moses and the Book of Enoch in vs 9 and 15, and possibly other apocryphal works in vs. 6 and 8, brought this letter under suspicion when the church was drawing up its canon (or list of books to be included in the NT). A high doctrine of inspiration does not, however, prohibit the biblical writers from quoting from sources outside the Bible. Paul himself does this in 1 Cor 10:7; 2 Tim 3:8 and Titus 1:12 (cf. Acts 17:28). While some questioned the letter before accepting it into the canon, quotations from early writers show that it was in use in the church at least from early in the second century.

What is Jude’s message to us?
Like us, Jude lived in an age which preferred toleration to truth, and regarded all religions as equally valid aspects of the quest for a supreme being. He calls upon his readers to reject the false teachers and to stand up for the true faith. He makes four major points:

1. He exposes the danger, the fruitlessness, and the final destiny of false teachers (5–16).

2. He urges God’s people to go on growing in their Christian faith and its expression (20–21).

3. He reassures them of God’s sure purposes (24).

4. He calls them to lose no opportunity for evangelism (22–23).

These directions are as helpful for today’s Christian as they were for Jude’s original readers.
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Jude 1–4
1-2:  Opening address and greeting

1  Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 2  Mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

Jude starts his letter in the common way—naming himself, relating some information about himself, and stating the recipients of the letter. Jude calls himself a “bondservant” of Jesus Christ, which is an interesting way for a half-brother to describe himself. The word can be translated “servant” or even “slave.” 

Jude calls himself the “brother of James.”  There was only one important figure named James that most believers at the time Jude wrote this would have known, and that was James the half-brother of Jesus, who was also the leader of the church at Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; Gal 2:9). Herod had killed the disciple/apostle named James (John’s brother, Acts 12:1-2) long before Jude wrote his letter. The fact that Jude is James’ brother, and that he is writing this letter, suggests that Jude was also a leader of the early church. Jude’s letter is not addressed to any particular church or group, so it’s impossible to tell the composition of the original readers.

Jude next describes three facts about his readers: they are sanctified, preserved, and called. Jude seems to like lists of three because he repeats the pattern frequently. The Greek literally says “to those by God [the] Father sanctified
, and of Jesus Christ kept, called.” Each of these concepts is important. Believers are sanctified, that is, made holy. The construction of this word suggests that God is the one sanctifying the believer, and that the action is continuing—God has done it in the past (positional sanctification) and he continues to do it in the present (practical sanctification). Next, believers are kept or preserved by Jesus Christ. The fact that Christ watches over and guards believers strongly affirms the doctrine of eternal security. Once a person is saved, our Lord keeps him saved. The construction here suggests that the believer is receiving the keeping ministry of Christ. Christ has kept and will continue to keep the believer secure. The word “called” (an adjective) is a different kind of word than “sanctified” and “preserved” (passive participles) but serves a similar purpose. Believers are those who have responded to the call of God upon their lives in the past and continue to do so in the present. See 2 Thes 2:13-14 for Paul’s use of these ideas. Interestingly, these three ministries coordinate well with the three Persons of the Trinity. The Father sanctifies, the Son preserves, and the Spirit calls. Such ongoing ministries should give believers great assurance during times of conflict and stress.

In verse 2, Jude gives us another trio of words: “mercy, peace and love.” His wish that the readers enjoy a multiplication of such virtues reveals Jude’s concern for them. Only those who fit the first part of Jude’s description (sanctified, preserved, called) have the privilege of enjoying God’s mercy, peace and love.

3–4:  Challenge to hold firm to the faith

3  Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4  For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

After a brief greeting and introduction, Jude moves right to his main argument: his readers must reject false teachers and to stand up for the true faith. Jude shows his affection for his readers by calling them “beloved,” a term that nearly all the NT authors use to describe their readers. He had started out “making all diligence” (literally) to write a letter “concerning our common salvation,” but he felt compelled instead to warn his readers regarding some problems that had developed in their church. In fact, he “found it necessary” to write this warning. Such language suggests that a serious problem arose among his audience, and that Jude felt burdened to address it forcefully. Sometimes necessity compels us to be critical and negative when we would more enjoy discussing positive things like “our common salvation.” 

Jude’s purpose is to “exhort” or encourage his readers to “contend earnestly for the faith.” Perhaps they were a little slow or hesitant to deal with the problem, or maybe they didn’t know quite what to do about it. Jude wants them to take this issue very seriously and stand against the false teachers resolutely. The word “contend” suggests a strenuous battle and robust physical activity, a struggle with the full expenditure of energy, like an athlete or a soldier struggling to overcome an adversary. They need to engage the enemy in battle and strive earnestly to defeat him. Christians are constantly engaged in battle against various foes—the world, the flesh, the devil, false teachers, worldly philosophies, etc. Jude would take issue with the idea commonly preached today that Christians must always be positive and inoffensive. He does not hold back in his aggressive criticism of the false teachers influencing his readers. He’s urging his audience to boldly and decisively take the battle to the enemy. Paul reminds us that the “weapons of our warfare” (2 Cor 10:4) are not physical or fleshly, and the fortresses we are storming are not literal but spiritual. Jude is not advocating physical violence here but the energetic engagement in a spiritual struggle. This spiritual battle continues today and all believers must engage in it.

What was at stake in this battle? Nothing less than the “once-for-all-delivered-to-the-saints faith.” The struggle was for the very heart of Christianity, what Jude calls “the faith.” Any compromise with false teachers violates “the faith,” that is, the content of the gospel, the body of truth Paul calls “the pattern of sound words” (2 Tim 1:13). This trust or deposit was “once for all” delivered by Christ to the apostles and then to all Christians. The content of the faith is unchanging; it is set, determined, and unalterable, not open to revision. Anything different than what was originally “delivered to the saints” is “another gospel” (Gal 1:7) that must be rejected immediately. Christianity is a received faith, one that is passed along intact from person to person and from generation to generation. We don’t make it up as we go along or change it to suit our desires. Thus, Christians cannot be indifferent to error and falsehood; they must stand up against it aggressively, militantly. Those who contend for the truth also must stand against error. How do we “contend for the faith”? We must recognize error, refute and rebuke it, teach the truth, and impose church discipline on false teachers.

Jude finally reveals his primary reason for writing this letter: false teachers had “crept in unawares” and were damaging the church. The word “crept in,” used only here in the NT, means “to slip in secretly as if by a side door.” It implies a stealthy, subtle approach that that takes people by surprise. Perhaps these false teachers were itinerant preachers who had gained a hearing at the church and were leading people astray. In any case, Jude is concerned because heretics had secretly entered the church and were promoting false doctrine. False teachers very early in the life of the church began an assault on orthodoxy that has not let up, but rather intensified, until the current hour. Often such adversaries to the faith creep in secretly, unnoticed, until they’ve done their damage. Today, various unorthodox notions are creeping in and upsetting churches (e.g., Open Theism, charismaticism, NPP). Paul warned us that “grievous wolves” would enter into the church, “not sparing the flock” (Acts 20:28). Such false prophets tickle the ears of their hearers and turn them away from the truth and unto fables (2 Tim 4:2-3). The NT presents numerous warnings to believers to avoid strange teachings from false teachers (Phil 3:2; Col 2:8; 2 Tim 3:6; I John 3:7; 4:1; 2 John 7). Christians today must remain vigilant and careful to maintain orthodox doctrine. This obviously requires that we know and affirm sound doctrine. Ignorant believers are highly susceptible to false teachers and errant theology.

Jude says that such false teachers were previously “marked out” for their judgment. The word describes something written beforehand. The judgement of such men was “long ago having been written before” (literally). Perhaps Jude means that the Scriptures predicted the condemnation of such infiltrators long ago. Or he may mean that God knew about them beforehand and had determined to judge such false teachers (see 1 Pet 2:8 and 2 Pet 2:1-3). In any case, such false prophets stand condemned and will be judged very harshly (Mt 18:6). 
The author goes on to describe the false teachers as “ungodly men.” False teachers often betray their corrupt beliefs by their corrupt behavior. See Titus 1:15-16. One particular wicked behavior common in false teachers is “lewdness,” that is, unrestrained sexual immorality (sensuality, debauchery, licentiousness). Peter employs the same word to describe the shameful homosexual conduct of the Sodomites (2 Pet 2:7). The false teachers were guilty of changing or transforming God’s grace into sensuality and debauchery. They taught that God’s grace entitled them to run wild and engage in all kinds of immoral excess. Modern false prophets (e.g., Jim Jones, David Koresh) typically follow this pattern of immorality. Paul tells us that the grace of God requires that we deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age (Titus 2:11-12). God’s grace certainly does not allow for immoral conduct.

The term “antinomian” describes one who teaches that since believers are not under the OT Law they are free to indulge their sinful passions. God always graciously forgives believers, so they can live as they please. Jude says that such an attitude amounts to a denial of the faith. Believers are certainly no longer bound by the regulations of the OT Law (Rom 6:14-15), but that doesn’t mean that they are lawless. They are now bound by the “law of Christ” (Gal 6:2) and the “royal law”—love your neighbor as yourself (James 2:8). Those who fail to obey Christ prove that they are not genuinely saved, no matter what they might claim (1 Jn 2:3-4). 

The false teachers were denying “the only master (despot) God
 and Lord of us, Jesus Christ” (literally) by their immoral behavior. An immoral lifestyle effectively denies that Jesus is one’s master and Lord. The Lordship of Christ and gross immorality are mutually exclusive.

Jude 5–7  

Reminders of God’s punishment of past disobedience

Recap:  Contend for the faith against false teachers who stand condemned because of their denial of Christ.

Jude next gives three examples of how God punished disobedience in the past—the Israelites who died in the wilderness, the rebellious angels, and the immoral residents of Sodom and Gomorrah. His point seems to be that in the same way that God judged sinners in the past, he will do so again. This time God’s vengeance will be directed against the false teachers who were influencing Jude’s original audience. Don’t take God’s judgment lightly!

5  But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 

Jude is not talking to ignorant people; his audience knows OT history and does not need all the details of each situation. Perhaps they had heard this very teaching from Jude himself or from some other teacher. But they needed to be reminded of a truth that they already knew, and to be reminded of what it still means.

Jude is talking about the fact that a whole generation of Israelites died in the desert because of their rebellion at Kadesh-Barnea (Num 32:8-13). After God displayed his mighty power and mercy in freeing the Israelites from Egypt, they refused to believe that he could provide the Promised Land for them (Num 13:31-14:4). Instead of believing God’s promise to sustain and protect his chosen people, they complained and planned to return to Egypt. God destroyed that entire generation, everyone who was 20 years old and older at the time of the rebellion (except Joshua and Caleb, and presumably, their families [Num 14:22f]). Jude’s point? The fact that God delivered his people from Egypt did not prevent God from destroying those same people in the desert. Israel was a privileged people, God’s chosen nation, but this special position did not benefit those who disobeyed and failed to believe the promises of God. This should serve as an example to us.

According to Numbers 1:45–46, all the men who were twenty years old or more numbered 603,550. If we add an equal number of women, then those who died in the desert on the way to Canaan totaled 1,207,100 people. And if we divide that total by the number of days of the thirty-eight-year journey to Canaan after God pronounced the death penalty, we arrive at a staggering total of nearly ninety deaths per day (see Deut. 2:14–15).

6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;

The second example Jude gives concerns fallen angels. This is one of the more difficult verses in the book (and in the NT). Who are these angels? What was their “proper domain”? When did they leave “their own abode”? And what does it mean that they are currently chained “under darkness” as they await the “judgment of the great day”? As you might imagine, many interpretations of this verse have surfaced over the years, most of which have little merit. 

Jude is likely talking about the fallen angels, those who followed Satan in his prideful rebellion against God (Isa 14:12-15; Ezek 28:1-19; Lk 10:18; Rev 12:4). These angels did not “keep their proper domain.” The word “domain” may refer to a position of power or authority (as in 1Co 15:24; Ro 8:38). The word is commonly translated “rule” or “domain.” The angelic realm is described in terms of principalities, powers, authorities and dominions (cf. Eph. 1:21; 3:10; Col. 2:10, 15). So these fallen angels traded that domain for “everlasting chains.” Instead of keeping the high, glorious domain God assigned to them, they were dissatisfied, rebelled, and ended up in “chains under darkness.” One would imagine that Satan tempted the fallen angels in the same way he tempted Eve—by promising them something better than what God provided. The word “chains” implies something like “confinement” or “imprisonment” rather than literal chains. 

Peter tells us that “God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment” (2 Pet 2:4). Some see a correlation here with the “sons of God” in Genesis 6:1-3, but that seems improbable. We often call such fallen angels “demons.” Their “proper domain” and “own abode” would have been heaven. These angels are “reserved in everlasting chains.” Some of the fallen angels are apparently not free to wander the earth but are chained up, as it were, awaiting their future judgment. The “great day” refers to the final judgment when all demons and Satan are forever consigned to the lake of fire prepared for them (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10) and all the ungodly (Rev. 20:15).
 Jude’s point seems to be that although the angels enjoyed supreme privileges, those who rebelled will endure harsh judgment. This should serve as an example to us.

Some suggest that Jude got his information here from Jewish and Gentile traditions and especially from the apocryphal Book of Enoch. There are some similarities here, but whether Jude is alluding to that book is speculative.

Note: We should avoid going too far with the issue of angels, demons and spiritual warfare. Some folks see an angel or demon behind every bush, as it were. Angels and demons are active in the world, but theirs is a hidden world that rarely intersects with ours in most cases. 

7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.
The third example is God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah. This case is “similar” to the other two (God’s judgment on unbelieving Israel and on the rebellious angels). Sodom, Gomorrah, and several others in the vicinity were destroyed miraculously through a deluge of fire and brimstone from God (Gen 19). Before its destruction, the region was “as the garden of the Lord, … well watered everywhere” (Gen 13:10). God’s judgment literally fell on the cities, reducing them to a wasteland. No doubt Jude’s original readers were well-acquainted with the nature of that place during their time, and it largely remains a desert area today.

What happened to these cities near the Dead Sea in the time of Abraham frequently serves as an example of God’s judgment on sin and sinners, especially sexual immorality. Going “after strange flesh” is an apt description of homosexual immorality. Jude says that the immoral people of Sodom and Gomorrah suffered the “vengeance of eternal fire.” The people died in fire and went to hell, were they continue to be in fiery torments. Sodom and Gomorrah illustrate God’s fire of earthly judgment (cf. Rev. 16:8,9; 20:9) which was only a preview of the fire that can never be quenched in eternal hell (cf. Matt 3:12; 18:8; 25:41; Mark 9:43,44,46,48; Luke 3:17; Rev 19:20; 20:14,15; 21:8).

The word “example” is probably better “indication” or “sign.” Their experiences serve as warnings, signs pointing to the result of sinning against a holy God. The point of similarity between the three examples is that in each case, sin (unbelief, rebellion, immorality) was followed by severe judgment or penalty. They all suffered similar, irrevocable punishment. Jude is leading his readers to the conclusion that God will similarly judge the false teachers who are negatively influencing the church.

Jude 8–13  

Denunciation of false teachers

Recap: Jude exhorts his readers to stand strongly for the faith against false teachers. Three examples of how God punished disobedience in the past include the Israelites who died in the wilderness, the rebellious angels, and the immoral residents of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

In Jude 8-13, the author vividly and thoroughly denounces the false teachers. Read 2 Pet 2:9-17 for a similar passage.

8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 

Jude now summarizes the primary charges against the false teachers: immorality, insubordination and irreverence. “These dreamers,” are guilty of serious sin and “likewise” will incur God’s wrath. “Dreamers” is a word that suggests mental incompetence, confusion and misunderstanding. Perhaps the false teachers were claiming to receive revelation in dreams or visions. In any case, by describing them as “these dreamers,” Jude is implying that they are blind to the truth, living in a dream world of deception and delusion. In keeping with his previous pattern, Jude lists three sins the false teachers are guilty of. First, they “defile the flesh.” The word “defile” means “to corrupt or pollute.” This is almost certainly a reference to some kind of sexual immorality. Jude has already mentioned the sins of the residents of Sodom and Gomorrah, so perhaps that same sin was common among the false teachers. As noted earlier, corrupt belief is usually associated with depraved behavior. Rebellion leads to ruin. Second, they “reject authority.” Perhaps the false teachers were setting themselves up as authority figures in opposition to Jude and/or other recognized church leaders. Third, the false teachers “speak evil of (lit. “blaspheme”; same in vs. 10) dignitaries.” A person blasphemes God when he takes His Word lightly and even jests about it, or when he deliberately defies God to judge him.
 The word “dignitaries” (literally, “glorious ones;” “angelic majesties” [NASB]) is often used of angels, which Jude goes on to talk about in the next verse. The false teachers must have been verbally critical of all forms of authority (except their own). Beware of teachers who criticize legitimate authority! 

9  Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"

Michael is an “archangel,” that is, a chief or high-ranking angel, who seems to have been especially assigned to watch over Israel (Dan 10, 12). Moses died on the top of Mt. Nebo without entering into the Promised Land, and it is unknown where his body was buried (Deut 34:5-6). It is impossible to know why Satan would want Moses’ body or why he “disputed” with Michael about it, because the Bible says nothing about it. Jude is not telling us about the event itself but only pointing out that even an archangel did not speak evil of Satan when he seemingly had every right to do so. Instead, Michael announced the Lord’s rebuke on him in the same words found in Zechariah 3:2. That kind of response stands in stark contrast with how the false teachers were acting in their verbal criticism of authorities. If a powerful archangel is careful about how he deals with Satan, how much more should average believers be! Satan is a dangerous enemy who has the capacity to “devour” the unsuspecting and ignorant (1 Pet 5:8-9). The false teachers have the presumption to do what even an archangel did not dare to do. The point is not that we should be polite to Satan, but that ultimate authority lies with God.

The event that Jude refers to here (Michael disputing with Satan over the body of Moses) is not recorded in the Bible. It comes from a non-canonical, pseudepigraphal (written under a pen name) source called “The Assumption of Moses.” The fact that Jude incorporates such material into his letter has caused some concern. But the inclusion of apocryphal material in Scripture under the process of inspiration does occur occasionally (e.g., Acts 17:28; 1 Cor. 15:33; Titus 1:12). Because Jude wrote under inspiration, this material should be considered accurate even though it comes from a questionable source. 

Note:  It’s become common practice in some circles to rebuke, bind, and cast out Satan and/or demons. Such practices are both unbiblical and unwise. The Bible never commands believers to directly confront Satan and/or demons, nor does it instruct us how to do so. The Bible commands believers to stand against Satan and resist him by employing “the whole armor of God” (Eph 6:11-17). Satan is a defeated foe but is still “the god of this world” (2 Cor 4:3) and has great power, so we must be very careful when dealing with him. Much of the teaching on spiritual warfare today goes far beyond the biblical guidelines.

10  But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.

The false teachers must have been very bold in their verbal criticism of “whatever they do not know.” This is a common pattern with false teachers and those who want to upset the unity of a church—they criticize things when they do not have all the information. Apostates do not understand spiritual things because they are blind and spiritually dead, and thus not capable of receiving spiritual truth (1 Cor 2:14). The false teachers did know some things “naturally” like everyone else does, but they use such knowledge only to corrupt themselves and others. Once again, Jude seems to be referring to the false teachers’ corrupt, immoral conduct. Such false teachers may mock the things they do not understand but they understand enough to be responsible for their own ruin.

11  Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

Next Jude pronounces doom upon the false teachers—“Woe to them.” “Woe” is a common biblical expression that conveys a sense of dismay and imminent judgment. It is the opposite of a blessing. Jude expects that they will feel the pain of God’s wrath against them. In declaring ultimate spiritual judgment on the apostates, Jude followed the example of the prophets (cf. Isa 5:8–23) and of Christ (cf. Matt 23).
 Again, Jude expresses this woe upon the false teachers by mentioning three examples, Cain, Balaam and Korah, who in turn exemplify the disastrous effects of jealousy, greed and pride.

The “way of Cain,” possibly refers to 1) Cain’s improper approach to God, 2) his envy of Abel, 3) his murder of Abel, or perhaps 4) the associated judgment that followed (Gen 4). The “error of Balaam” (Num 22-25) was his greed for profit. Balaam, under the guise of serving God, encouraged others to sin, while at the same time seeking to gain monetarily from their error. Similarly the false leaders of Jude’s day, greedy for money, led others into sin under the pretense of serving God.
 Balaam was ultimately killed along with the kings of Midian (Num 31:8). And in Korah’s rebellion (Num 16), a whole group of people experienced God’s wrath against sin. They “perished” when “earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods” (Num 16:32). Korah’s error was his rebellion against Moses, and thus, against God. In each of the three cases, God responded to serious sin (rebellion, disobedience, pride, greed, compromise) by significant judgment. The false teachers were likely guilty of the same kind of errors associated with the three characters and thus could expect the same kind of judgments. Their destruction is so sure that Jude refers to them perishing in the past tense, as if it has already happened.

12  These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots;

Jude now describes the false teachers by comparing them to various natural phenomena. The “love feast” was a meal served along with the Lord’s Supper, something like a fellowship meal that is so common today. The false teachers had so disarmed the believing community that they were able to attend these meals “without fear.” That is, they were readily accepted and welcome to participate. Remember that these men had crept in to the congregation unnoticed (vs. 4). Jude says that they were involved only to serve themselves (literally “feeding themselves”). They were trying to be friendly only to get whatever they could from the gullible church members. Jude calls them “spots,” that is, dirty stains that defile what should be a solemn occasion. The word “spots” may refer to hidden dangers like a rock just under the surface of the water which could capsize a boat. A true shepherd cares for the flock, but hirelings care only about themselves. The false teachers were ruining the fellowship, and it seems like the church did not even recognize it.

A cloud without water implies deception—it holds out the promise of life-giving rain, but in the end it provides nothing of value. Farmers hope that the clouds will bring needed rain, but empty clouds fail to produce anything but disappointment. The claims of the false teachers were attractive but ultimately empty, promising much but delivering little. The fact that these empty clouds were “carried about by the winds” implies instability and transience. Late autumn trees in this case are “twice dead” because they contain no fruit and have been “pulled up by the roots.” The picture is that of an orchard owner who uproots unproductive trees at the end of the season. To be uprooted is a picture of judgment (cf. Ps 52:5; Jer 1:10; Mt 3:10). Barren and worthless trees produce nothing of value. That aptly describes the false teachers. Remember that Jesus said that a good tree produces good fruit (Mt 7:17). According to the Parable of the Sower, when good seed is sown in good soil it produces good fruit (Mt 13). 
13  raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.

Jude uses two more comparisons to describe the false teachers. Like raging, foaming waves, the false teachers create a big impression and make much noise, but ultimately they leave behind little more than worthless scum and trash. They produce nothing solid or helpful, and destruction follows their uproar. Jude is probably referring to the “great swelling words” (vs. 16) of the false teachers as well as their unrestrained and unstable nature. All their activity only reveals “their own shame.” Jude may have had Isaiah 57:20 in mind: “But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” A “wandering star” is perhaps a meteor or shooting star, which causes temporary excitement but fades away into “blackness of darkness.” Unlike stars fixed in the heavens, shooting stars cannot give direction. Those who follow them will be led astray. The false teachers are flashy “stars” who will soon fall and fade away. Their judgment is sure. Beware of following a falling star! Those who claim to be guides may in fact be way off course and on their way to destruction.

These apostates were not unfruitful believers, who would not receive rewards in heaven at the judgment seat of Christ. Instead they were impostors who would be judged according to their evil deeds.

Jude 14-16

The Relevance of Enoch’s Prophecy

Recap: Jude exhorts his readers to stand strongly for the faith against false teachers. Three examples of how God punished disobedience in the past include the Israelites who died in the wilderness, the rebellious angels, and the immoral residents of Sodom and Gomorrah. The false teachers are guilty of immorality, insubordination and irreverence and deserve severe judgment.

In verses 14-16, Jude continues his devastating critique of the false teachers by applying a quote from Enoch to the current situation.

14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 

Jude now cites a quotation from Enoch and applies it to the false teachers. Enoch is a figure from the OT who is famous for walking with God and then experiencing immediate assumption to heaven when “God took him” (Gen 5:24; cf. Heb 11:5). Jude describes Enoch as “the seventh from Adam.” In other words, seven generations spanned Adam and Enoch. 

This quotation is from the Book of Enoch (or I Enoch), an apocryphal work. In the two centuries before and after the birth of Christ, the book was a well-known and highly respected volume of religious writings. Scholars suggest that this apocryphal document has been responsible for indirectly influencing the language and thought of many NT books. It seems unlikely that Jude thought of The Book of Enoch as inspired Scripture because in quoting from it he does not use the common introductory formula “it is written.” However, the fact that the original source of this material was not inspired does not affect the accuracy or truth of it. Jude wrote under inspiration, so his inclusion of the quote here insures that it is accurate. The Holy Spirit is free to inspire borrowed words and make them part of God’s Word (see, e.g., Acts 17:28).
 

Jude is applying this quotation in a general, rather than a specific, way. That is, the men who were troubling the church fit into the general pattern that Enoch wrote about, and Jude expects them to suffer the same kind of judgment that Enoch mentions. It seems unlikely that Enoch, who wrote before the Flood, would have prophesied specifically about the particular false teachers who were causing the problems we read about in Jude. The prophecy will be literally fulfilled when the “Lord comes with ten thousands (myriads, a countless number, “zillions”) of His saints,” that is, at the Second Coming. The “saints” or “holy ones” are either angels or glorified believers, both of whom will accompany Jesus when he returns (Mt 24:30–31, 25:31). Jesus came the first time as the suffering servant (cf. Isa 53). He will come as victorious king the next time (Zech 14:5; Mt 24:29-31; Rev 19:4). Since the Second Coming has not yet occurred, Enoch could not have had these particular false teachers in mind. But Jude applies the quote to them in a more general way, implying that they will endure the same kind of judgment that will occur in the future. 

15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 

Jude emphasizes two ideas in this verse: 1) the fact that “all” (used three times) will be judged, and 2) that they will be judged for their ungodliness (“ungodly” used four times). Ungodliness is living without regard for God, being irreverent and thus sinful. The “judgment” to be executed on all the ungodly will be eternal hell (Mt 13:40-42; Rev 20:11-15). The wicked will be judged by their “deeds,” which have been “ungodly.” The word “convict” means “to expose or show fault.” No lack of evidence will let the ungodly off the hook in God’s court. Every one of their unrighteous deeds will be justly punished. On that day, no one will be able to claim ignorance of God’s moral will. They will be “without excuse” (Rom 1:20). Even the unbelievers’ “harsh” (sklēros) words spoken against God will be evidence used against them (cf. Mt 12:36 “every idle word”). Jude implies here that he expects God’s wrath to fall on the present false teachers just as it will fall on the ungodly in the future.

16 These are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain advantage. 

Jude continues his assault on the false teachers by describing their ungodly deeds and harsh words. The false teachers were “grumblers.” The word, found only here in the NT, is used in the LXX to describe the murmurings of Israel against God (Ex 16:7–9; Num 14:27-29; 1 Cor 10:10). Complainers are literally “fault-finders” who love to express their dissatisfaction with the way things are. Agitators often freely express their critical opinions to those who will listen. Perhaps the false teachers grumbled and complained about how things were being done in the church. Paul tells us to “Do all things without murmurings and disputings” (Phil 2:14). Unconverted people always walk “according to their own lusts.” They are slaves to sin and cannot do otherwise. Apostates are especially driven by a desire for sinful self-promotion. Jude’s description of the false teachers’ ability to produce “great swelling words” aptly describes many preachers today. They speak arrogantly, pompously, and even magnificently, but with empty, lifeless words of no spiritual value. Their message has external attractiveness, but is void of the powerful substance of divine truth. If complaint does not do the trick, they will turn to flattery “to gain advantage” over people. They tell people what they want to hear (i.e., “tickle their ears” 2 Tim 4:3-4) rather than proclaiming the truth of God’s Word for the listeners’ benefit.
 This practice is very common among preachers today. Instead of pompous, flattering words, we should speak the truth in love (Eph 4:15).

If we want to avoid the judgment Jude calls down on the false teachers, we must also avoid their behavior—ungodly deeds, harsh words, grumbling, complaining, lustful living, arrogant speech, and manipulative words. 

At His call the dead awaken, Rise to life from earth and sea;

All the powers of nature, shaken, By His looks, prepare to flee.

Careless sinner, What will then become of thee? (John Newton)

17–23  The Christian Antidote to False Teaching

Part 1: Verses 17-19

Recap: Jude exhorts his readers to stand strongly for the faith against false teachers. Three examples of how God punished disobedience in the past include the Israelites who died in the wilderness, the rebellious angels, and the immoral residents of Sodom and Gomorrah. The false teachers are guilty of immorality, insubordination and irreverence and deserve severe judgment. Such judgments as Enoch mentioned will no doubt fall upon them.

In verses 17 through 23, Jude transitions from describing heretics (vs. 5-16) to exhorting Christians (vs. 17-23). He tells his readers to expect false teachers, to keep their eyes on Jesus, and to make a difference in the lives of others.

17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 

Jude reveals a little more information about his original readers. They had heard the words of the apostles, who had previously warned them about ungodly “mockers” or “scoffers,” those who sarcastically ridicule the gospel (see 2 Pet 3:3). From the very beginning of Christianity, believers have suffered the verbal taunts of cynics. Jude’s mention of the “apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ” suggests that he was not one of them, and that the readers had heard the apostles speak at some point, or at least had read their writings. He exhorts his readers to “remember” what they had heard. They should have expected that false teachers would seek to upset the church. Instead of being disturbed by the mockers and heretics, they should re-commit themselves to apostolic doctrine. Genuine believers should never cooperate with those who deny or compromise sound doctrine. 

The apostles had taught that mockers or scoffers would come “in the last (eschatos) time,” that is, at the end of the age. Thus, one of the characteristics of the end times will be the presence of critics and false teachers. Like Jude’s original audience, we should not be surprised when false teachers and/or heretics gain popularity, even within the church. False teachers typically walk “after their own lusts of ungodliness” (according to the literal Greek). We should expect apostates to live immoral lives. 

When is the “last time”? The reference is to the present Church Age, the period between the Incarnation and the Second Coming. The present age has an eschatological character; it marked the close of the preceding preparatory ages (Heb 9:26; 1 Pet 1:20) and will culminate in the future with Christ’s return in salvation and judgment.
 Jude agrees with Paul that “in the last days perilous times shall come” (2 Tim 3:1-5; cf. 1 Tim 4:1-2), and he asserts that the apostasy and heresy of the false teachers is good evidence of that. If Jude’s day was characterized by last times error and immorality, how much closer are we to the end of the age?

19 These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit. 

Jude lists three characteristics of the mockers. First (in the Greek), they “cause divisions.” The word literally means “those who divide or make separations.” The false teachers were causing divisions in the church as some followed their teachings and others did not. Perhaps they were separating themselves from others,
 arrogantly claiming that their erroneous teaching was somehow better than what the apostles taught. Division is the normal result when apostates are given an opportunity to promote their errors in a church. The NT writers always encouraged unity and tried to prevent divisions. Causing divisions is an offense worthy of church discipline (Rom 16:17; Titus 3:10). Division within a church is unfortunately quite common. Church members and leaders must make every effort to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3). Peace and unity within a church are very valuable goals to pursue.

Second, the mockers are “sensual persons,” literally “soulish.” The word is often translated “natural” (cf. 1 Cor 2:14, 15:44, 46). The word means “natural, pertaining to human nature, worldly, pertaining to behavior typical of fallen human nature.”
 Sensual persons are governed by their fallen human natures and have no connection to genuine spirituality. Jude clearly puts the false teachers outside the boundaries of genuine Christianity by describing them in this way. James warns us to disregard worldly “wisdom” because it is “earthly, sensual, devilish” (Jam 3:15).
 The word “sensual” is often used in contrast with the word “spiritual.” Spiritual people are mature in the faith, able to understand and apply spiritual truth. The “sensual” or natural person cannot comprehend spiritual truth because he has no spiritual life.

If any lingering doubt about the “soulish” nature of the false teachers remained, Jude removes it when he claims that they do not have the Spirit. Paul tells us that “if any man has not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom 8:9). The absence of the Holy Spirit in one’s life is a clear indication that he is not saved. So Jude is plainly asserting that the false teachers are apostates. (An apostate is one who rejects or abandons a previously held faith, or who holds a form of religion that is essentially corrupt)

17–23  The Christian Antidote to False Teaching

Part 2: Verses 20-23

Recap: Jude exhorts his readers to stand strongly for the faith against false teachers. Three examples of how God punished disobedience in the past include the Israelites who died in the wilderness, the rebellious angels, and the immoral residents of Sodom and Gomorrah. The false teachers troubling the church are guilty of immorality, insubordination and irreverence and deserve severe judgment. Such judgments as Enoch mentioned will no doubt fall upon them.

In verses 17 through 23, Jude transitions from describing heretics (vs. 5-16) to exhorting Christians (vs. 17-23). In verses 17-19, he reminds his readers that they had heard apostolic teaching regarding the false teachers. In verses 20-23, Jude encourages them to grow in their own faith and to reach out to others who may be susceptible to false teaching.
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Jude now changes tactics and instructs his readers about how to respond to the false teachers. The main command here is “keep yourselves in the love of God.” The three other verbs (participles) describe how to do that. Jude is again exhorting his readers not to stray away from the “love of God,” which they would do if they followed the false teachers. They need to “keep” themselves in God’s love, that is, to keep in view or to watch over something valuable with diligence and care. The phrase “the love of God” probably refers to God’s love for them. Jude is encouraging them to stay within the boundaries or limits of God’s saving love for his people. Those who stray will experience chastisement (Heb 12:5-11). Jesus told His disciples, “Abide in My love,” and He indicated that their obedience demonstrated this abiding relationship (John 15:9–10). Genuine faith perseveres in love, faith and obedience. The unstated truth is that those who follow the false teachers thereby prove that they never experienced God’s saving love.
We must guard and value a proper relationship with God. How do we do that? Jude gives his readers three means of protecting themselves from the influences of false teachers:

One means of protection is edification. The word here literally means “to build on” or “to build further.” Paul uses the same word when he talks about building one’s faith on the foundation of Christ (1 Cor 3:10-12). The picture is that of a building being errected on an existing foundation. The present tense of the verb implies that growth is a continuous process. While the false teachers are causing division and discord, Jude fosters unity through promoting edification. He expects his readers to build themselves up by means of their “most holy faith.” He’s already told them to “contend for the faith” (vs. 3), and now he exhorts them to keep building on to that faith. The faith that the apostles taught (Acts 2:42) is the foundation for subsequent growth. Once again we see the importance of sound doctrine for a strong, stable spiritual life. Note that each individual is responsible to build his own faith (“building yourselves”). Edification is not automatic; we must pursue it. Spiritual growth is a potent antidote to backsliding, error and apostasy (see 2 Pet 1:5-9).

A second means of protection is prayer. Believers are to pray “in the Holy Spirit,” that is, by the power or the authority of the Holy Spirit. Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us and helps us pray as we should (read Rom 8:26-27 and Eph 6:18). Spiritual strength and maturity is directly connected to a vital prayer life.

The third means of protection is trust (or hope). The word “looking for” or “awaiting” often is used of anticipating future events, looking forward to them with eagerness. Since he’s already mentioned the “last times” (vs. 18), Jude is likely encouraging his readers to eagerly anticipate the events surrounding the Second Coming of Christ. Like Peter, Jude wants his readers to prepare themselves for “the coming of the day of God” (2 Pet 3:12). “Eternal life” is not merely never ending existence, but life in the fullest sense as God gives it, the complete enjoyment of the abundant life that Jesus promised to give his followers (John 10:10). This form of eternal life will commence when Christ returns. Eternal life depends on “the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ,” and Jude encourages his readers to count on that reality. Paul tells us that we are saved not by our good works but because of God’s mercy (Titus 3:5). At the judgement day, the believer can be confident that God will have mercy on him because of Christ’s work for him. Eschatological truth may seem to apply only to the far off future, but believers should see how it affects them today (cf. 2 Pet 3:13-14).

Notice that in verses 20-21 Jude subtly weaves in the ministries of each Person of the Trinity.

 22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction; 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.

Jude now switches his focus from his readers protecting themselves to exhorting them to reach out to others who have come under the influence of the false teachers. Jude’s pastoral heart was concerned with not only denouncing the apostates but also supporting and strengthening the saints amid apostasy.
 

These two verses contain several significant textual variants that make interpretation somewhat difficult and that have led to differences in translations.
 Most scholars follow the variants as reflected in the NASB:

22And have mercy on some, who are doubting; 23save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.

This rendering gives us three categories of people who need help (remember Jude’s tendency to make lists of threes). Jude expected his readers to be able to distinguish each group.

1)  Those who need compassionate aid (v. 22 ): The word “doubting” has a wide range of meanings—evaluate, prefer, make a distinction, make a difference, doubt, dispute, or criticize. “Doubting” makes sense with the verb “have mercy.”
 Some in the church were confused by what the false teachers were saying, and for them a compassionate response was appropriate. Wavering people need reassurance and patient teaching, not harsh criticism.

2) Those whose condition demands urgent effort (v. 23a ): This group is in impending danger, in the fire, as it were. The imagery of fire suggests imminent judgment or even destruction. No doubt some had accepted the false teaching circulating in the church and were in need of immediate rescue. Jude exhorts his readers to “save others,” indicating that God can use believers to reach some with the message of salvation. “Snatching them out of the fire” calls for strenuous, aggressive action and is apparently a proverbial expression for rescuing someone from great danger, like snatching an individual from a burning building. The figure seems to suggest that the one thus rescued has come to see his own peril. 
 

3) Those whose defilement requires pity with caution (v. 23b ): This group is “polluted” by sin, and Jude advises a cautious approach to the situation. Such people should be approached with mercy, fear and hatred. Mercy is appropriate because these people have been led astray by the false teachers and need help. Fear is called for because their sin calls for judgment from God, and “it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb 10:31). Those who intervene must fear becoming entrapped by the same sins. And hatred is necessary because God hates sin and so should we. 

The object of hatred is not the sinner, but “the garment polluted by the flesh,” likely a very disgusting image for the original readers. “The garment” denotes the tunic or inner clothing worn next to the skin (like underwear). Just as the running sores of a leper contaminated his garment, so the inner moral nature of these individuals brought corruption into their lives.
 Jude wants his readers to hate “even” the filthy garment associated with the sin lest they also be contaminated. Just as a person would be very careful handling a leper’s infected garments, so we should be careful dealing with such situations. Jude is saying to the readers, “Avoid all contact with sin so that it does not contaminate you. In fact, hate sin as you would loathe filthy undergarments stained by human excretions.”
 The language here suggests that those who intervene must approach such situations with great sensitivity and thoughtfulness.

It’s likely that these three categories go from bad to worse—those confused by the false teachers but not yet convinced, those following the false teachers but not yet beyond rescue, and those fully won over by the false teachers, proven apostates who still deserve mercy but who must be approached with caution. In any case, mature, stable believers are responsible to “save” those who have become entangled in false teaching, hating the sin but reaching out in love to the sinner. 

24–25  Closing Commendation and Ascription of Praise

Recap: Jude exhorts his readers to stand strongly for the faith against false teachers. Three examples of how God punished disobedience in the past include the Israelites who died in the wilderness, the rebellious angels, and the immoral residents of Sodom and Gomorrah. The false teachers are guilty of immorality, insubordination and irreverence and deserve severe judgment. Such judgments as Enoch mentioned will no doubt fall upon them. The readers should remember the doctrine that they had learned from the apostles and reach out cautiously to those who had been influenced by the false teachers.

In the final two verses of Jude, the author closes his short letter by an ascription of praise to God (doxology), reminding his readers that God is able to care for them through this troubling time. This benediction (literally “well-said words”) is one of the most lovely expressions of praise found in the NT. Perhaps the early church sang these words.


24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy,

While some in the church may be following the false teachers in their heresy, Jude exhorts his readers to keep their eyes on God, not on others. God is able to “keep” believers from stumbling. The word means “to guard, keep watch or protect.” The point is not just that God is able, but that he will indeed protect genuine believers from attack (read 2 Pet 2:9). Jude’s readers do not have to be troubled by the false teachers. God can keep faithful believers “non-stumbling” (literally). Stumbling in this context suggests being tripped up by the false doctrine or perhaps by the sins of the false teachers. Jude wants his readers to keep on walking with the Lord and not stumble into false doctrine. Stumbling is not referring to loss of salvation. Believers are “preserved in Christ Jesus” (vs. 1) and cannot ever be lost. Those who pursue and maintain a right relationship with God will enjoy God’s protection. Those who persevere in the faith (“keep yourselves in the love of God” vs. 21) can count on God to keep them from stumbling. 

Believers have no access to God’s glory of their own accord; God himself will see to it that believers enter his glorious presence. To be presented before the glory of God is clearly a reference to the believer’s reception in heaven. The word “to present” is based on the root word “to stand.” Faithful believers will be able to stand “faultless” or “blameless” before God (same word as in 1 Pet 1:19). Through justification, God removes the believer’s sins and credits him with the perfect righteousness of Christ (2 Cor 5:21). Though he is still a sinner, his status or standing with God is righteous, perfect, and without fault. The prospect of personally standing before the glory of God is an awesome concept to consider. Every believer will find himself standing in God’s presence at some point. Jude may be referring to the Rapture (2 Thes 4:17), the Judgment Seat of Christ (1 Cor 3:11f; 2 Cor 5:10), or perhaps the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:9). In any case, this event will be the occasion for “exceeding joy.” Heaven is filled with the continuous rejoicing of saints and angels (cf. Luke 15:5, 10; Rev 19:7). Because of their redemption, Christians are filled not with terror but with joy when they enter the presence of God.

The Father has covenanted with the Son that all of His people will one day see and share His glory (see John 17:22–24). Jesus Christ will have the special joy of presenting His bride, the church, before the Father’s throne! It was the anticipation of this “joy” that helped Him endure the sufferings of the Cross (Heb. 12:2). The purpose of salvation is not simply to rescue sinners from hell, as wonderful as that is. The grand purpose is that God may be glorified for all eternity (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14).

 25 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen.

Jude started out his letter with a brief reference to “our common salvation,” (vs. 3) and now he returns briefly to that theme. Jude refers to God as “our Savior.” God rescued us when we were going astray, and Jude encourages his readers to “save” others who are going astray (see vs. 23). By saying God “alone” is wise, Jude is making one last indirect assault on the false teachers, who proclaimed their own wisdom. God alone is wise, and we must make sure that we are following him, not the opinions of men, and especially not false teachers.

Jude next ascribes four qualities to God—glory, majesty, dominion and power. Angels and believers ascribe these qualities to the Father and the Son (cf. Rev 4:10,11; 5:12–14). Ascribing praise and glory to God ought to be a regular part of our prayer life. The Bible contains many such expressions (e.g., 1 Chr 29:10-13; Ps 145:1-3; Mt 6:9-10; 1 Tim 1:17) and we ought to follow that pattern.

“Amen” literally means “truly” or “so let it be.” It’s a common and fitting way to end Jude’s benediction and his book.
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