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Lesson 1: The Essence of a Cult

Before we begin studying some of the renowned American cults of today, we must first determine what a cult is.  In other words, what makes a cult a cult?  What distinguishes a cult from Christianity, aberrant forms of Christianity so-called, or "comparative religions"?  Is fundamentalism a cult?  What about some branches of fundamentalism?  In the opinion of this instructor, the cult label is used far too indiscriminately.  Some define "cult" too broadly, others too narrowly.  It is the aim of this lesson to precisely define what a cult is, identifying those characteristics which truly make a cult a cult.
I.
Some Definitions

A.
"Any religious movement which claims the backing of Christ or the Bible, but distorts the central message of Christianity by (1) an additional revelation, and (2) by displacing a fundamental tenet of the faith with a secondary matter" (Lewis, p. 4)

B.
Anthony Hoekema in The Four Major Cults expands on Lewis's definition by adding two other factors:  1) claiming to be the exclusive community of the saved and 2) claiming to play a central role in eschatology (Lewis, p. 14).

C.
"A group of people gathered about a specific person or person's mis-interpretation of the Bible" (Walter Martin, The Kingdom of the Cults, p. 11).  Lewis criticizes Martin's definition as being too broad, as reflected in the latter's inclusion of Zen Buddhism and Islam in his book (Lewis, p. 14).

D.
"A religion regarded as unorthodox or spurious" (Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10th ed.)

E.
My definition:  A cult is a religious group which claims to be orthodox but belies such a claim by vitiating the authority of Scripture through a superseding authority (whether the teachings of an individual or writing) and/or through a misinterpretation of cardinal doctrine.

Note the salient points of this definition:

1.
A cult is a religious group.  As such, it has all the trappings of the typical religious group, such as a codified belief system, rites, corporate assembly, leadership structure, etc.

2.
A cult claims to be orthodox.  This is what makes cults so deceptive.  They claim to believe orthodox doctrine and even use orthodox terminology.  However, they reinvest such terminology with unorthodox meaning.

3.
A cult has an authority base other than the Bible.  Though a cult may claim adherence to the Bible, when it comes right down to it, a cult denies the authority of the Bible by substituting another source of authority.  This may come in the form of an additional source of revelation (from an individual or writing) and/or in the form of misinterpreting cardinal doctrines.  To the cultist, the Bible has only titular authority. 

II.
Some Distinctives

A.
Doctrinal:  Their Message

The distinctive of a cult is its doctrinal deviation from orthodox Christianity, particularly in regard to cardinal doctrines, i.e., those doctrines which make Christianity distinct from other "religions."  Such doctrines include the deity of Christ, the Trinity, the Resurrection, the afterlife, the Virgin Birth, the Atonement, etc.
  Cults are infamous for espousing such doctrines, but reinvesting them with different meaning.

B.
Psychological:  Their Methods

Cults tend to be characterized by certain psychological factors.  These include brainwashing techniques (repetition, isolation, etc.), deception, manipulation, infallible authority figures, etc.  Consequently, non-cultic groups which employ such methods (including some fundamentalists!) have been accused of being cults.  "Cultic" or "cultlike" would be more accurate designations. 

C.
Sociological:  Their Mannerisms

Cults also tend to be characterized by certain sociological factors.  These include targeting the "down-and-outer," austere lifestyles, benevolent acts, extraordinary zeal, etc.  Unfortunately, many Christians have shied away from such mannerisms for fear of being associated with the cults.   

III.
Some Distinctions

Many mistakenly identify non-cultic groups as cults, such as:

A.
Comparative religions

Examples include Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, and Buddhism.  The difference between a comparative religion and a cult is the fact that comparative religions do not claim to be orthodox Christian, whereas the cults do.

B.
Aberrant forms of "Christianity"

Examples include Catholics, liberals, Pentecostals, new evangelicals, and the Amish.  Although Catholicism and liberalism would classify as cults according to the author's definition of a cult given above, most do not classify them as such, probably due to lack of psychological and sociological association.  Thus, they are cults in a denotative sense, but not in a connotative sense.   

C.
Fundamentalists 

Sadly, fundamentalism has at times been accused of being a cult, no doubt due to the cultic or cultlike tendencies of certain branches within the movement.  Remember, however, that the sine qua non of fundamentalism is doctrinal, not psychological or sociological.  In other words, what makes a fundamentalist a fundamentalist is what he believes, not how he behaves (although it is difficult to separate the two).

Lesson 2: Jehovah=s Witnesses

I.
History

The cult known as the Jehovah's Witnesses was started by Charles Taze Russell
 (hence, the JW's are sometimes referred to as "Russellites") in the late 1800's.  After Russell's death in 1916, the leadership mantle eventually fell to J. F. Rutherford.
  It was under Rutherford's leadership that the name Jehovah's Witnesses (taken from Isaiah 43:10-12) was officially given to this sect (in 1931).  Another title of this sect is "The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society."  JW publications include the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures
 (published in 1950), The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom (The Watchtower for short), and Awake!.  Their houses of worship are called "kingdom halls" (a reflection of their emphasis on the Kingdom).        

II.
Aberrant Teachings

"One of the distinguishing characteristics of an ardent Jehovah's Witness is his (or her) ability to handle the Scriptures . . . .  Any good Jehovah's Witness, sad to say, can cause the average Christian untold trouble in the Scriptures, though the trouble in most cases has an elementary solution" (Martin, p. 113).

"Unlike many other cults, the Witnesses do not subscribe to another inspired book in addition to Scripture" (Lewis, p. 18).  They do, however, wrest the Scriptures to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16).  Below are some examples: 

A.
A denial of the deity of Christ

1.
Christ is inferior to God.

According to the NWT, John 1:1 reads "and the Word was a god," a brazen denial of Christ's deity. 

"The true Scriptures speak of God's Son, the Word, as 'a god.'  He is a 'mighty god,' but not the Almighty God, who is Jehovah" (The Truth Shall Make You Free, p. 47).

JW's also misinterpret John 14:28 ("my Father is greater than I") in this regard.

2.
Christ was a created being.

Misinterpreting verses such as John 1:18 & 3:16 ("only begotten"), Colossians 1:15 ("firstborn"), and Revelation 3:14 ("beginning"), JW's erroneously teach that Christ was the first creation of God the Father.

"In other words, he was the first and direct creation of Jehovah God" (The Kingdom is at Hand, p. 46). 

B.
A denial of the Trinity

Like Judaism, JW's believe that God is one, both in essence and in person (Deuteronomy 6:4).  God the Son and God the Holy Spirit
 are not part of the JW vocabulary.

"Satan is the originator of the trinity doctrine" (Let God be True, p. 101).  

C.
A denial of Christ's physical resurrection

JW's believe that the resurrection of Christ was a "spiritual" resurrection.  Christ's spirit was raised, but not His body.

"Jesus did not take his human body to heaven to be forever a man in heaven" (Let God be True, p. 41).

"The man Jesus is dead, forever dead" (Studies in the Scriptures, 5:454).

D.
A denial of conscious, eternal punishment (including a denial of the existence of Hell)

"A fiery hell is a God-dishonoring religious doctrine" (Let God be True, p. 68).

E.
A denial of Christ's physical and visible return

According to JW's, since Christ did not rise from the dead physically, neither will He return physically.  Like His resurrection, His return is "spiritual."  In fact, they believe that Christ secretly returned in the year 1914
 to set-up His kingdom.

"Christ Jesus returns, not again as a human, but as a glorious spirit person" (Let God be True, p. 196).

F.
Other JW beliefs

1.
Refusal to pledge allegiance to the flag

2.
Conscientious objectors

3.
Refusal to take blood transfusions

4.
Refusal to celebrate birthdays or holidays

5.
Only 144,000 in heaven (vacancies filled by 1935)

6.
Jesus died on a stake, not on a cross.

	
Are JW's Christians?
According to the following Scriptures, no:

1.
A denial of the deity of Christ is evidence of an unregenerate heart (see John 8:24 and 2 John 9).

2.
A denial of the Resurrection is evidence of an unregenerate

heart (see Romans 10:9).




III.
Our Response 

A.
Christ is God.

1.
He is equally God.

Though inferior in function (John 14:28), Christ is equal in essence to God the Father.  Both are fully and equally God (John 10:30).

a.
Explicit Scriptures

(1).
John 1:1

The NWT mistranslates John 1:1.  Properly translated, the verse should read that the Word was God.

(2).
Colossians 2:9 and Hebrews 1:3

(3).
Titus 2:13 and 2 Peter 1:1

(4).
Hebrews 1:8

(5).
1 John 5:20

b.
Christ displayed divine attributes.

For example, Christ displayed omniscience (Matthew 12:25) and omnipotence (Mark 4:39).

c.
Christ is given divine names.

These include Son of God (a term of equality, not inferiority) and Lord (Romans 10:9).  See also the names ascribed to Christ in Isaiah 9:6.

d.
Christ accepted worship.

Notice John 20:26-29.

e.
Christ claimed to be God (see John 5:17-18, 8:58-59, and 10:30-33, noting especially the response of the Jews; likewise, see John 19:7; see also John 8:24 and 13:19, comparing them with Exodus 3:14).

2.
He is the eternal Creator.

Like God the Father, God the Son is eternal.  "There was never a time when He was not."  See Micah 5:2, John 8:58, and Revelation 1:8.  Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 1:9 that there is nothing new under the sun.  In 325 A.D., the Council of Nicaea denounced the teaching of Arius (who taught that Christ had a beginning, being the first creation of God the Father), declaring him to be a heretic.  Christ could not have been created, for He was the Creator of all things (see John 1:3 and Colossians 1:16
).

B.
There is one God in three Persons.

1.
God is spoken of in the plural (Genesis 1:26, 11:7, and Isaiah 6:8).

2.
All three Persons of the Godhead were present at Christ's baptism (Matthew 3:16-17).

3.
All three Persons of the Godhead are mentioned side-by-side (Matthew 28:19 and 2 Corinthians 13:14).

Note:
The reason why JW's have such a hard time with the doctrine of the Trinity is that it defies human logic.  "Throughout the whole length and breadth of the Watchtower's turbulent history, one 'criterion' has been used in every era to measure the credibility of any Biblical doctrine.  This 'criterion' is reason" (Martin, p. 63).
  JW's would do well to remember the words of Isaiah 55:8-9 and Romans 11:33-34.

C.
Christ physically rose from the dead.

Notice especially Luke 24:36-39.  See also John 2:19-21.  In response to Russell's quote, see 1 Timothy 2:5.

D.
Conscious suffering awaits those who reject Christ.

See Luke 16:19-31.


E.
Christ will return physically and visibly.

Note Matthew 24:27, Acts 1:9-11, and Revelation 1:7 in this regard.

For Further Study:

The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, chapter 4.

Confronting the Cults by Gordon R. Lewis, chapter 2.

Jehovah's Witnesses Answered Verse by Verse by David A. Reed.

The Chaos of Cults by J.K. Van Baalen, chapter 13.

Lesson 3: Mormonism

I.
History

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (or Mormonism) began in the year 1827 when a man by the name of Joseph Smith allegedly found some golden plates buried in a hillside near Palmyra, New York.  These plates (written in "reformed Egyptian"
 hieroglyphics) were "translated"
 by Smith and became the basis for the Book of Mormon
, first published in 1830, and subtitled:  Another Testament of Jesus Christ.  Smith was brutally murdered by a mob in Carthage, Illinois in 1844.  Upon his death, the leadership mantle fell to Brigham Young.
  Smith and Young are the two prominent names in Mormonism.  There are actually two branches of Mormonism:  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (based in Salt Lake City, Utah) and the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (based in Independence, Missouri).  The name "Mormon" comes from the man who allegedly authored the golden plates found by Smith.

II.
Aberrant Teachings

A.
Extrabiblical revelation

As stated in footnote 16, the Mormons claim four books to be authoritative revelations from God.  Furthermore, they claim the gift of prophecy for whoever the current president of the church may be.

"We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly; we also believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.  We believe all that God has revealed, and all that He does now reveal and we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God" (Joseph Smith, quoted in Lewis, p. 45).

B.
Polytheism

Mormons believe that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are three separate Gods.

"And they went down at the beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens and the earth" (Abraham 4:1)

"This cannot rationally be construed to mean that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are one in substance" (Articles of Faith, p. 40).

C.
God the Father is corporeal.

Mormons believe that not only does God the Son have a body, but God the Father as well.

"We know that both the Father and the Son are in form and stature perfect men; each of them possesses a tangible body" (Articles of Faith, p. 42).

D.
Salvation by works

"We hold that salvation from sin is obtainable only through obedience . . . obedience to the prescribed laws and ordinances of the Gospel" (The Philosophical Basis of Mormonism, p. 17).

"All men by the grace of God have the power to gain eternal life.  This is called salvation by grace coupled with obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" (What Mormons Think of Christ, p. 28).

These "laws and ordinances" include baptism and the laying on of hands by a Mormon priest in order to receive the Holy Spirit.  "Laws of the gospel" is a theological oxymoron.

"Christians speak often of the blood of Christ and its cleansing power.  Much that is believed and taught on this subject, however, is such utter nonsense and so palpably false that to believe it is to lose one's salvation.  Many go so far, for instance, as to pretend and at least, to believe that if we confess Christ with our lips and avow that we accept him as our personal Savior, we are thereby saved.  His blood, without other act than mere belief, they say, makes us clean" (What the Mormons Think of Christ, p. 27).

"Some of our old traditions teach us that a man guilty of atrocious and murderous acts may savingly repent on the scaffold; and upon his execution will hear the expression--'Bless God! he has gone to heaven, to be crowned in glory, through the all-redeeming merits of Christ the Lord!' This is all nonsense.  Such a character will never see heaven" (Journal of Discourses, 8:61).

E.
A continuing priesthood

Mormons believe that on May 15, 1829 John the Baptist personally appeared to Joseph Smith to confer upon him the Aaronic priesthood.  Access to God comes only through a duly-appointed Mormon priest.

"Except men come to these legal administrators and learn of Christ and his laws as newly revealed on earth, they cannot be saved in his everlasting kingdom hereafter" (What the Mormons Think of Christ, p. 7).  

F.
The attainment of godhood

Mormons believe that men can reach the status of "exaltation" or godhood.

"As man is, God once was:  as God is, man may become" (The Gospel Through the Ages, pp. 105-106).

"You have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves" (Joseph Smith, quoted in Martin, p. 204).  

G.
Denial of the Virgin Birth

Mormons do not believe that Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit, but that Mary was impregnated by God the Father (whom they believe is corporeal).

"[Jesus] was not begotten by the Holy Ghost" (Journal of Discourses, 1:50). 

H.
Other Mormon beliefs

1.
Polygamy

Joseph Smith had 49 wives; Brigham Young 17.  The Mormon Church abolished this practice in 1890 due to political pressure.

2.
Racism

Mormons at one time believed that the dark skin of the Negro and the American Indian was the result of God's curse upon them.  In 1978, however, a pronouncement was made, allowing black men to enter the Mormon priesthood.

3.
Refraining from caffeine-bearing drinks

4.
Baptism for the dead (1 Corinthians 15:29)

III.
Our Response

A.
The Bible is the only source of divine revelation today.

Notice Jude 3
 and Revelation 22:18-19 in this regard.  

B.
There is one God in three Persons.

Whereas the JW's stumble over the second half of this declaration, the Mormon's stumble over the first half.  Three in person does not equal three in essence.  The Bible teaches monotheism (Deuteronomy 6:4), not polytheism.

C.
God is a Spirit.

See John 4:24.  "Theophany" and "anthropomorphism" are not a part of Mormon vocabulary.

D.
Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, not by works.

Romans 10:2-3 is a divine commentary on the Mormons.  See also Romans 3:20, Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:5, and 1 John 1:7 in this regard.

E.
The individual priesthood of the believer

A human priest is not a prerequisite for access to God.  See 1 Peter 2:5, 9, and Revelation 1:6 in this regard. 

F.
The Creator/creature distinction

God is infinite (unlimited), while man is finite (limited).  The gap between the two is infinite.

G.
Jesus Christ was virgin born.

See Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18-20, and Luke 1:35 in this regard.

For Further Study:

The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, chapter 6.

Confronting the Cults by Gordon R. Lewis, chapter 3.

The Chaos of Cults by J.K. Van Baalen, chapter 11.

Mormons Answered Verse by Verse by John R. Farkas and David A. Reed.

Mormonism: Changes, Contradictions, and Errors by John R. Farkas and David A. Reed.

Lesson 4: Christian Science

I.
History

Christian Science (like Grape Nuts) is neither Christian nor science.  CS originated in the latter part of the 19th century when a deranged
 woman by the name of Mary Baker Eddy (hence, CS is sometimes referred to as Eddyism), due largely to the influence of one P.P. Quimby
, started this Mind Science/metaphysical cult.  Eddy died on December 2, 1910.  The Christian Scientist's authority is Eddy's Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures
, published in 1875.  The Mother Church is the First Church of Christ, Scientist, located in Boston.  CS publications include The Christian Science Journal and The Christian Science Sentinel.

II.
Aberrant Teachings

A.
Extrabiblical revelation

Wrote Mrs. Eddy:  "I should blush to write of Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures as I have, were it of human origin, and I, apart from God, were its author.  But, as I was only a scribe echoing the harmonies of heaven in divine metaphysics, I cannot be super-modest in my estimate of the Christian Science textbook" (The First Church of Christ, Scientist and Miscellany, p. 115).

B.
An impersonal god

"What is God?  Jehovah is not a person.  God is Principle" (Science and Health, p. 169).   As Martin states:  "The God of Christian Science is an It" (p. 148).

C.
Denial of the Trinity

"The theory of three persons in one God suggests polytheism rather than the one, ever-present I am" (Science and Health, p. 256).

The CS trinity is composed of "God the Father-Mother; Christ the spiritual idea of sonship; divine Science or the Holy Comforter" (Science and Health, pp. 331-332).

D.
Denial of Christ's deity

"Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself declared, but is the Son of God" (Science and Health, p. 361).

"Jesus, as material manhood, was not Christ" (Miscellaneous Writings, p. 84).

E.
Denial of the Virgin Birth

"Jesus, the Galilean Prophet, was born of the Virgin Mary's spiritual thoughts of Life and its manifestation" (The First Church of Christ, Scientist and Miscellany, p. 261).

In other words, it was all in Mary's head.

F.
Denial of Christ's death

"Jesus' students . . . did not perform many wonderful works until they saw him after his crucifixion and learned that he had not died" (Science and Health, pp. 45-46).

Since Christ did not die, He did not rise from the dead.  Thus, CS also denies the Resurrection. 

G.
Denial of the sufficiency and purpose of the Atonement

"One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to pay the debt of sin.  The atonement requires constant self-immolation on the sinner's part" (Science and Health, p. 23).

"He atoned for the terrible unreality of a supposed existence apart from God" (No and Yes, p. 35).

H.
Denial of the sinfulness of man 

"Man is spiritual and perfect; and because he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in Christian Science" (Science and Health, p. 475).

"Man is the ultimate of perfection and by no means the medium of imperfection" (Miscellaneous Writings, p. 79).

The reasoning of the Christian Scientist runs thusly:  Since God is perfect, and man is made in God's image, man is also perfect.  Additionally, since all is God (according to CS), all is good (including man), since God is good.  Furthermore, sin does not exist, according to CS (as we shall see).

I.
Other CS beliefs

1.
Denial of the reality of matter

CS believes that reality is found only in the mind; matter is unreal.
  Corollaries of this belief include:

a.
Belief that the cause and cure of all disease is purely mental

"Science not only reveals the origin of all disease as wholly mental, but it also declares that all disease is cured by mind" (Science and Health, p. 62).

"The sick are not healed merely by declaring there is no sickness, but by knowing there is none" (Science and Health, p. 447).

b.
Belief that evil/sin does not exist

"My system of metaphysics . . . denies the actual existence of both matter and            evil . . . .  There was never a moment in which evil was real" (No and Yes, p. 24).

"Evil is but an illusion, and it has no real basis" (Science and Health, p. 480).

"To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove the mask, point out the illusion, and thus get the victory over sin and so prove its unreality" (Science and Health, p. 447).

Since sin doesn't exist, the Atonement is unnecessary.

c.
Belief that Hell is a state of mind

"The olden opinion that hell is fire and brimstone has yielded somewhat to the metaphysical fact that suffering is a thing of mortal mind instead of body:  so, in place of material flames and odor, mental anguish is generally accepted as the penalty for sin" (Miscellaneous Writings, p. 237).

d.
Belief that death is an illusion.

"DEATH.  An illusion" (Science and Health, p. 584).

"Any material evidence of death is false" (Science and Health, p. 584).

"As soldiers of the cross we must be brave, and let Science declare the immortal status of man, and deny the evidence of the material senses, which testify that man dies" (Unity of the Good & Other Writings, p. 39).

e.
Belief that man is not corporeal

"Man is not matter; he is not made up of brain, blood, bones, and other material elements" (Science and Health, p. 475). 

2.
Pantheism

Christian Scientists believe that all is God.  Thus, they reason:  Since all is God, and since God is immaterial, all is immaterial.  Thus, their denial of the existence of anything material.
  

	Van Baalen has summarized CS belief this way:  "Jesus was laid down, as a result of an apparent death, into a fictitious tomb, in an unreal body, to make an unnecessary atonement for sins that had never been a reality and had been committed in an imaginary body, and that He saves from non-existing evil those headed toward an imaginary hell" (p. 97).


III.
Our Response

A.
The Bible is the only source of divine revelation today.

See the lesson on Mormonism.

B.
God is a person.

Hebrews 1:3 states that God's Son is "the express image of [God's] person."

Furthermore, God displays such characteristics of personality as thinking (Proverbs 3:19-20), acting (Isaiah 46:11), and feeling (Genesis 6:6).

C.
There is one God in three Persons.

See the lessons on the Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormonism.

D.
Jesus Christ is God.

Contrary to Mrs. Eddy's first claim, see John 5:17-18 and 19:7.  Contrary to her second claim, see John 20:31.  See the lesson on the Jehovah's Witnesses for a fuller defense of the deity of Christ.

E.
Jesus was virgin born.

Again, see Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:18-20, and Luke 1:35, all of which imply a literal, physical conception.  In response to Mrs. Eddy's view regarding the conception of Christ, perhaps the words of Murray Downey are in order:  "Although Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy has published a book that purports to give us the key to the scriptures, the key only opens the door to absolute absurdity" (The Art of Soul-Winning, p. 158). 

F.
Jesus died.

See Matthew 27:50, John 19:31-34
, Mark 15:44-45, and 1 Corinthians 15:3.

Jesus also rose from the dead (see Matthew 28:5-7, Acts 1:3, and 1 Corinthians 15:4).

G.
Christ's death was sufficient for the sins of all mankind and reconciled man to God.

Contrary to Mrs. Eddy's first claim, see John 1:29 and 1 John 1:7 & 2:2.  Contrary to her second claim, see Romans 5:10 and 1 Peter 3:18.

H.
Man is sinful.

See Romans 3:10-18 & 23.

For Further Study:

The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, chapter 5.

Confronting the Cults by Gordon R. Lewis, chapter 4.

The Chaos of Cults by J.K. Van Baalen, chapter 5.

Lesson 5: Seventh-Day Adventism

I.
History

Seventh-day Adventism (SdA) originated in the middle of the nineteenth century when a man by the name of William Miller espoused the idea that Christ would return around 1843.  An exact date of October 22, 1844 was eventually established.
  Much to the "Millerite" dismay, Christ did not return on this date.  The "Great Disappointment of 1844" threatened to end the movement until one of Miller's followers, Hiram Edson, allegedly received a "revelation" which caused him to re-interpret Daniel 8:13-14.  Instead of the "sanctuary" being earth, it was now heaven; furthermore, he taught that Christ (who initially entered the sanctuary of heaven at His Ascension) entered the inner sanctum (or holy of holies) of the heavenly sanctuary in 1844 to perform what later came to be known in SdA lore as the "investigative judgment."  Millerism was the first strand of what later became SdA.  A second strand was the influence of one Joseph Bates and his Sabbatarian beliefs.  A third and final strand was the influence of the one individual most often associated with SdA, Ellen White,
 and her "Spirit of Prophecy" (Revelation 19:10).  All three of these strands eventually blended together to form modern-day SdA.  The denomination officially began in 1860. 

Adventist publications include The Signs of the Times and These Times.  Their weekly radio and television programs are entitled Voice of Prophecy and Faith for Today, respectively.  SdA's are also well-known for their correspondence courses.  Their theological positions are set forth in Seventh-Day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine, published in 1957.

	
Is Seventh-day Adventism a Cult?

Much debate has raged in recent years as to whether or not SdA should be classified as a cult.  On the one hand are those who say yes, while on the other hand are those who consider SdA to be evangelical.
  In the middle are those who consider SdA to be much like Roman Catholicism, neither a cult nor evangelical.  This third view seems to be the safest one.
  At least this much can be said:  it would be unfair to classify SdA as a cult in the same sense as one would consider Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormonism, or Christian Science to be a cult.


II.
Aberrant Teachings

A.
The "Spirit of Prophecy"

SdA's believe that Ellen White possessed the "Spirit of Prophecy," which enabled her to make authoritative pronouncements, especially regarding matters not directly addressed in Scripture (matters extrabiblical).

"The Holy Spirit opened to her [Ellen White's] mind important events and called her to give certain instructions for these last days.  And inasmuch as these instructions, in our understanding, are in harmony with the Word of God, . . . we as a denomination accept them as inspired counsels from the Lord.  But we have never equated them with Scripture" (Questions on Doctrine, p. 93).

B.
The "investigative judgment"

SdA's believe that in 1844 Christ entered the inner sanctum of the heavenly sanctuary to begin the second phase of his intercessory work there.  More specifically, He is in the process of judging whether or not those who have professed faith in Christ down through the ages are genuinely saved (according to some SdA's, the ultimate test of this is one's keeping of the Sabbath).  Consequently, SdA's do not hold to the doctrine of eternal security.

"The blotting of names out of the book of life is, we believe, a work of the investigative judgment.  A complete and thorough check of all the candidates for eternal life will need to be completed before Christ comes in the clouds of heaven" (Questions on Doctrine, pp. 438-439).

"Acceptance of Christ at conversion does not seal a person's destiny" (Questions on Doctrine, p. 420).

C.
Soul sleep

SdA's believe that upon death, the individual's soul "sleeps," i.e., is unconscious, until such time as it is reunited with the body when the latter is resurrected.

"We as Adventists have reached the definite conclusion that man rests in the tomb until the resurrection morning" (Questions on Doctrine, p. 520). 

D.
Conditional immortality

SdA's believe that only the souls of the redeemed are immortal, not those of the unbelieving.  The souls of the unbelieving will eventually be annihilated.  Consequently, they reject the idea of eternal torment.

"We reject the doctrine of eternal torment" (Questions on Doctrine, p. 543).

E.
The keeping of the Sabbath

SdA's believe that Christians are still bound to the OT "moral law" (which they distinguish from the "ceremonial law"), including the Ten Commandments.

"We regard the observance of the Sabbath as a test of our loyalty to Christ (Questions on Doctrine, p. 430). 

"The majority of those in Christian churches still conscientiously observe Sunday.  We ourselves cannot do so, for we believe God is calling for a reformation in this matter" (Questions on Doctrine, pp. 192-193).

F.
Other SdA beliefs

1.
Arminian (as opposed to Calvinistic)

2.
Post-tribulationalists (as opposed to pre-tribulationalists)

3.
Observance of OT dietary laws (SdA's refrain from eating that which the OT considered "unclean"--pork, etc.)

III.
Our Response

A.
The gift of prophecy was a temporary gift.

Nine of the spiritual gifts mentioned in Scripture were temporary in nature (see 1 Corinthians 13:8-10), having ceased with the passing of the apostolic age (first century A.D.).  Included in these is the gift of prophecy, a revelatory gift.  The canon of Scripture was closed with the writing of the book of Revelation in 95 A.D., at which time the gift of prophecy ceased.

B.
The believer is eternally secure.

The moment one places his faith in Christ for salvation, his eternal destiny is forever settled.  He cannot lose his salvation (see John 3:16, 6:37, 10:28-29, and Philippians 1:6).  In response to any so-called "investigative judgment," let it be remembered that Christ "sat down" when He ascended into Heaven following His redemptive work (Hebrews 1:3 and 10:12).  Furthermore, all of the believer's sin (past, present, and future) is forgiven at the moment of salvation (Colossians 2:13); thus, there's no need for any "investigation."

C.
The soul lives on in conscious existence following the death of the body.

The soul of the believer is in conscious bliss immediately following death (see Luke 16:22; see also Luke 23:43, 2 Corinthians 5:8, and Philippians 1:23), while the soul of the unbeliever is in conscious torment (see Luke 16:22-23; see also Hebrews 9:27).

D.
The soul of the unbeliever, like that of the believer, is immortal.

Every man will live eternally somewhere.  The torment of Hell is eternal (see 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 and Revelation 14:10-11; also, compare Revelation 19:20 with 20:10).

E.
The Christian is free from the OT law.

Christ came to fulfill the Law (see Matthew 5:17-18) on our behalf.  We are no longer under the Law (see Acts 15:24, Romans 6:14, 7:4-6, 10:4, Galatians 3:24-25, and Colossians 2:14).  This does not mean, however, that we are free from law (antinomianism).  The Christian is under the "law of Christ" (see Galatians 6:2; see also Romans 6:15).  Nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the NT and, thus, binding on us.  The one that isn't is the fourth (observance of the Sabbath).  See Romans 14:5, Galatians 4:9-11, and Colossians 2:16 in this regard. 

Furthermore, the early church met on the first day of the week, not the last (see Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2).

For Further Study:    

The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, Appendix (pp. 409-500).

Confronting the Cults by Gordon R. Lewis, chapter 5.

The Chaos of Cults by J.K. Van Baalen, chapter 12.

Lesson 6: The Faith Movement

I.
History

The "Faith Movement" is a relatively recent phenomenon, though its roots can be traced back several hundreds of years.  The "father" of this movement was a man by the name of E.W. Kenyon.  Other prominent names in the movement include Benny Hinn
, Kenneth Copeland, Morris Cerullo, Oral Roberts, Kenneth Hagin
, Paul & Jan Crouch
, John Avanzini, Robert Tilton, Marilyn Hickey, and Fred Price.  Though not to be equated with the charismatic movement, the FM is an offshoot of it.  The primary conduit of the FM is the Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN).  Though not a denomination per se, the FM movement is organizationally united via the International Convention of Faith Churches and Ministers.

II.
Aberrant Teachings

A.
Extrabiblical revelation

FM teachers are commonly the recipients of "revelation knowledge."

"Don't think OCC [Orlando Christian Center] is here to repeat something you heard for the last fifty years.  If God called me to repeat things you heard, I shouldn't be here.  If we quit giving you new revelations, we're dead" (Hinn, "Benny Hinn" broadcast, December 15, 1991).

"My, you know, whoosh!  The Holy Ghost is just showing me some stuff.  I'm getting dizzy!  I'm telling you the truth--it's, it's just heavy right now on me" (Hinn, qtd. in Hanegraaff, p. 173). 

B.
The deification of man

"You're not looking at Morris Cerullo--you're looking at God" (qtd. in Hanegraaff, p. 11).

"When you say, 'I am a Christian,' you are saying, 'I am mashiach' in the Hebrew.  I am a little messiah walking on earth, in other words.  That is a shocking revelation . . . .  May I say it like this?  You are a little god on earth running around" (Hinn, "Praise-a-Thon" broadcast, November 6, 1990).

"Man was created on terms of equality with God, and he could stand in God's presence without any consciousness of inferiority" (Hagin, qtd. in Hanegraaff, p. 11).

"When I read in the Bible where He says, 'I Am,' I just smile and say, 'Yes, I Am, too'" (Copeland, "The Believer's Voice of Victory" broadcast, July 9, 1987).

"You don't have a god in you, you are one" (Copeland, qtd. in Hanegraaff, p. 110).

"I am a little god.  Critics, be gone!" (Paul Crouch, "Praise the Lord" broadcast, July 7, 1986)

C.
Deprecation of God's sovereignty

"The sovereignty of God is the first casualty in the cultic theology of the Faith movement" (Hanegraaff, p. 56).

According to FM adherents, God is not the one calling the shots--man is.

"God has to be given permission to work in this earth realm on behalf of man . . . .  Yes!  You are in control!  So, if man has control, who no longer has it?  God" (Price in The Word Study Bible, p. 1178).

Not only is God not sovereign, He is also a failure:

"I was shocked when I found out who the biggest failure in the Bible actually is . . . .  The biggest one in the whole Bible is God" (Copeland, "Praise-a-Thon" broadcast, April 1988).

D.
The "force of faith"

This concept is seen in such expressions as "making positive or negative confessions," "name it and claim it," "blab it and grab it," or "ask, believe, and receive."

Describing this concept, Hanegraaff says:  "Jesus is the MasterCard which will allow you to charge to your heart's content.  Your only credit limit is the extent of your own faith" (pp. 94-95).

The idea is that if you say the right words and have enough faith, God is duty-bound to do what you tell Him to do.

E.
Denial of the deity of Christ

Christ allegedly told Copeland:  "I didn't claim I was God; I just claimed I walked with Him and that He was in Me" (Believer's Voice of Victory, February 1987, p. 9).

F.
Trinitarian aberrations

Hinn went so far as to claim:  "God the Father is a person, God the Son is a person, God the Holy Ghost is a person.  But each one of them is a triune being by Himself.  If I can shock you--and maybe I should--there's nine of them" ("Benny Hinn" broadcast, October 3, 1990).

G.
Mysticism

Mysticism is the "belief" that God works independently of the human intellect; rather, He works through gut feelings, intuitions, hunches, premonitions, etc.
  In its extreme form, this philosophy leads to the idea that the more illogical something is, the more godly it is.  The FM is rife with this philosophy.  The FM's aversion to the intellect is well-documented.  Consider the following quotes:

"You said, 'Well, that's heresy.'  No, that's your crazy brain saying that" (Hinn, qtd. in Hanegraaff, p. 131).

"Theologians don't get their prayers answered" (Avanzini, "Praise-a-Thon" broadcast, April 10, 1992).

"The mind is something that might trip you and cause you to fall" (Hagin, qtd. in Horton, p. 51).

"Believers are not supposed to be led by logic.  We are not even to be led by good sense . . . .  The ministry of Jesus was never governed by logic or reason" (Kenneth Copeland in The Force of Faith, p. 10).

H.
Deprecation of the church and church tradition

"Here's where we're gonna depart from ordinary church" (Copeland, qtd. in Hanegraaff, p. 141).

"Now follow me in this and don't let your tradition trip you up" (Copeland, qtd. in Hanegraaff, p. 172).

I.
Deprecation of the Atonement

"Do you think that the punishment for our sin was to die on a cross?  If that were the case, the two thieves could have paid your price" (Price in Ever Increasing Faith Messenger, June 1980, p. 7).

"Jesus' death on the cross was only the beginning of the complete work of redemption" (Copeland in Believer's Voice of Victory, April 1982, p. 3).

J.
Health and wealth

According to proponents of the FM, it is God's will that every believer be healthy and wealthy.

"God intends for every believer to live completely free from sickness and disease" (Copeland in Welcome to the Family, p. 25).

"God's greatest desire for the church of Jesus Christ

. . . is that we be in total and perfect health" (Hinn in "Rise & Be Healed!", p. 65).

"I believe that it is the plan of God our Father that no believer should ever be sick . . . .  It is not--I state boldly--it is not the will of God my Father that we should suffer with cancer and other dread diseases which bring pain and anguish" (Hagin in Word of Faith, August 1977, p. 9).

"Being poor is a sin" (Tilton, "Success-N-Life" broadcast, December 27, 1990).

According to the FM, the means to financial prosperity is "seed-faith," in which the individual reveals the authenticity of his faith by planting a seed in the form of a cash donation to the ministry of a FM teacher.  The one who does so is guaranteed to reap a financial bounty.

III.
Our Response

A.
The Bible is the only source of divine revelation today.

See the lesson on Mormonism.

To give an idea of the kind of bailiwick a belief in continuing revelation can get one in, consider the case of Benny Hinn.  After claiming that God had revealed to him that there were actually nine persons in the Trinity (see quote above), Hinn later retracted this claim, calling it a "very dumb statement."  This begs the question:  Can God make a "dumb" statement?

B.
The Creator/creature distinction.

See the lesson on Mormonism.

The attempt to deify man is the ancient heresy called "apotheosis," which means "becoming God."

See Isaiah 43:10, 44:6, 45:5, and 45:22.

C.
God is sovereign.

See Psalm 115:3, Isaiah 46:9-10, and Daniel 4:35.

D.
Faith is objective, not subjective. 

In the FM, faith is subjective, that is, it is dependent upon its subject.  According to the Bible, however, faith is objective, that is, it is dependent upon its object.  Whereas the FM espouses faith in faith, the Bible espouses faith in God and His Word.

E.
Christ is God.

See the lesson on the Jehovah's Witnesses.

F.
There is one God in three Persons.

See the lessons on the Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormonism.

G.
"Love the Lord thy God with all thy mind" (Mark 12:30).

God never bypasses the intellect.  Spiritual growth comes through diligent study (see 2 Timothy 2:15).  There are no shortcuts to spirituality.  Mind  Will  Emotion (see John 13:17).

H.
The church is central in God's program.

See especially 1 Timothy 3:15 in this regard.

I.
Christ's death was the only sufficient payment for the sin of mankind.

In response to Copeland, see John 19:30.

J.
It is sometimes God's will for the believer to be ill and poor.

See Psalm 119:75, 1 Corinthians 4:9-13, 2 Corinthians 12:7-10, and 1 Peter 4:19 in this regard.

"The old covenant was a covenant of prosperity.  The new covenant is a covenant of adversity" (Spurgeon in Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, 11:537).

For Further Study:

Christianity in Crisis by Hank Hanegraaff.

The Agony of Deceit, edited by Michael Horton.

Charismatic Chaos by John MacArthur.

Lesson 7: Armstrong & the Worldwide Church of God

I.
History

The Worldwide Church of God (WCG) was started by a man named Herbert Armstrong in the 1930's.
  Hence, this cult is often referred to as "Armstrongism."  Its major publication is a monthly magazine entitled The Plain Truth.  The WCG is noted for its radio and TV broadcasts.
  Since Armstrong's death in 1986, the WCG has apparently done an "about-face," becoming decidedly evangelical.
  This latest development notwithstanding, Armstrong's teachings continue to be promulgated by some within the WCG.  It is these aberrant teachings which will be the focus of this study.  

II.
Aberrant Teachings

Like so many of the cults, the WCG sees itself as the avenue through which God is reaching man.  Consider these statements made by Armstrong:

"For eighteen and one-half centuries that Gospel was not preached.  The world was deceived into accepting a false gospel.  Today Christ has raised up His work and once again allotted two 19-year time cycles
 for proclaiming His same Gospel, preparatory to His Second Coming" (qtd. in Martin, p. 317).

"Astounding as it may seem, there is no other work on earth proclaiming to the whole world this very same gospel that Jesus taught and proclaimed!" (qtd. in Martin, p. 317).

What are some of these long-lost truths?

A.
Anglo-Israelism

One of the most distinctive WCG beliefs, Anglo-Israelism (also called British-Israelism or Destiny of America) is the belief that Britain and, by extension, America, are the ten "lost tribes" of Israel and, thus, are the recipients of all the unfulfilled blessings promised to Israel.

"Let the overwhelming evidence prove to you that the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic people of today are Israelites--and that their nations form the nation of Israel.  Then if you are of Anglo-Saxon-Celtic descent, you are an Israelite; or if you are not of Anglo-Saxon-Celtic descent, but are a Christian, then you are an Israelite by adoption!  You are one of God's chosen race:  the Bible gives the story of your ancestors and, importantly, the Bible shows the present, predicts the future, and declares the coming greatness of the Israel Kingdom.  The Bible, is, in fact, your pattern of history!" (The Pattern of History, p. 16).

"Proof" for this concept includes:

1.
The name "Saxon" = Isaacson, meaning son of Isaac.

2.
The name "England" comes from the Hebrew word for young bull, engle.

3.
The name "British" comes from the Hebrew words for covenant (berith) and man (ish), thus making the British the "men of the covenant."

4.
The "stone of destiny" which Jacob used for a pillow in Genesis 28:10-22 represented God's presence and was transported by Jeremiah to Europe, eventually making its way to England, where it rested in Westminster Abbey until 1950.

5.
The U.S. = Manasseh because Manasseh was the thirteenth tribe and the number 13 figures prominently in America.  Here's "proof":

a.
The original American flag had 13 stars.

b.
The American slogan E Pluribus Unum is 13 letters long.

c.
The American dollar bill has a series of 13's:  13 stars and 13 letters on the scroll; 13 wing feathers, 13 tail feathers, 13 arrow heads, 13 horizontal stripes, and 13 parallel lines with the eagle.

B.
Denial of the Trinity

"Every major non-Christian cult system either perverts subtly or denies outright the Christian doctrine of the Trinity" (Martin, p. 326).  Armstrongism is no exception:

"But the theologians and 'Higher Critics' have blindly accepted the heretical and false doctrine introduced by pagan false prophets who crept in, that the Holy Spirit is a Third Person--the heresy of the 'trinity.'  This limits God to 'Three Persons' (Armstrong, qtd in Martin, p. 321).

C.
The deification of man

" . . . at the time of the resurrection we shall be instantaneously changed from mortal to immortal--we shall then be born of [God]--We shall then be God!" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 318).

"Do you really grasp it?  The purpose of your being alive is that finally you will be born into the kingdom of God when you will actually be God . . . .  You are setting out on a training to become Creator, to become God!" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 325).

D.
Deprecation of the Atonement

"The blood of Christ does not finally save any man" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 321).

"People have been taught, falsely, that 'Christ completed the plan of salvation on the Cross'--when actually it was only begun there" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, pp. 321-322).

E.
Salvation by works

"The popular denominations have taught, 'Just believe--that's all there is to it; believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you are that instant saved.  That teaching is false" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 322).

In opposition to "the popular denominations," Armstrongism teaches that salvation comes through the keeping of the Law.  Accordingly, a devout WCG member continues to observe all the Jewish feast days and dietary restrictions.

"[The god of this world] tries to deceive you into thinking all there is to it is just accepting Christ with no works, and presto changeover, you are pronounced saved" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 330).

F.
Dichotomy between being "begotten of God" and being "born of God"

According to Armstrong, one is "begotten of God" at the moment of salvation, but is not "born of God" until the moment of resurrection.

"All who now are begotten sons of God shall then be born. . . .  And that true born-again experience will be as incomparably more glorious than the fake, vague, meaningless, so-called 'born-again experience' that deceived thousands think they have had, now, as the present transcending glory of Christ is superior to the status of sickly, diseased, sinning, suffering humanity today!" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 323).

"A newly converted human is actually begotten of God.  Such a person is, already, an actual begotten son of God.  He can call God 'Father.'  But He is Not Yet Born of God" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 323).

G.
Denial of the personality of the Holy Spirit

"God's Holy Spirit is His life.  It imparts His life to you!  It imparts more as we shall see!  One thing more, the Holy Spirit is divine, spiritual love--the love of God flowing into you from God Almighty" (Armstrong, qtd. in Martin, p. 321).

III.
Our Response

A.
Israel is Israel is Israel.

The unfulfilled promises made to Israel will be fulfilled by Israel in the Millennium, the protestations of covenant theologians (who equate Israel with the church and, thus, see the church as fulfilling the unfulfilled promises made to Israel) and the WCG notwithstanding.  For a more detailed refutation of Anglo-Israelism, see chapter 9 of Van Baalen or pages 310-316 of Martin.

B.
There is one God in three Persons.

See previous lessons (JW's, Mormonism) for a refutation.

C.
The Creator/creature distinction

The serpent's lie, "You shall be as gods" (Genesis 3:5), is alive and well.  See previous lessons (Mormonism, the Faith Movement) for a refutation.  

D.
Christ's death was sufficient payment for the sin of mankind.

Armstrong would do well to read such verses as John 19:30 and 1 Peter 1:19.

E.
Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, not by works.  Furthermore, the Christian is free from the Law.

See previous lessons (Mormonism, SdA) for a refutation.

F.
One is "born of God" at the moment of salvation.

See 1 Peter 1:23 and 1 John 5:1 in this regard.



G.
The Holy Spirit is a person.

1.
The Holy Spirit displays the characteristics of personality:  thinking (Rom 8:27), acting (1 Cor 12:11), and feeling (Eph 4:30).

2.
The Holy Spirit is referred to with personal pronouns (see John 16:13 and Acts 13:2).

For Further Study:

The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, chapter 12.

Lesson 8: The Unity School of Christianity

I.
History

The Unity School of Christianity (USC), not to be confused with the Unification Church (led by Sun Myung Moon), was begun by Charles and Myrtle Fillmore in 1889.  The USC is not a church, but a school; hence, its adherents usually retain their church membership.  The USC is very similar in orientation to Christian Science
 and New Thought, two other metaphysical cults.  Like Christian Science, the USC owes its origin to the influence of P.P. Quimby.  It was Quimby, you will recall, who heavily influenced Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science.  The headquarters of the USC is Unity Village, located in Lees Summit, MO.  Its primary publications include Unity magazine and the Metaphysical Bible Dictionary.  The USC is well-known for its Society of Silent Help (or "Silent Unity"), its 24-hour prayer service.  It is also famous for its direct-mail endeavors. 

II.
Aberrant Teachings

A.
Extrabiblical revelation

Like most cults, the USC does not believe the Bible to be the only means of divine revelation today.

"Spiritual principle is embodied in the sacred books of the world's living religions.  Christians hold to the Bible as the supreme exponent of spiritual principle.  They believe that the Bible is the greatest and most deeply spiritual of all the Scriptures, though they realize that other Scriptures, such as the Zend-Avesta, and the Upanishads, as well as the teachings of Buddha, the Koran, and the Tao of Lao-tse and the writings of Confucious, contain expressions of eminent spiritual truths" (What Unity Teaches, p. 4).

The USC is clearly syncretistic.

"Scripture may be a satisfactory authority for those who are not themselves in direct communion with the Lord" (Charles Fillmore in Twelve Powers of Man, p. 114).

"He who writes a creed or puts a limit to revelation is the enemy of humanity" (Charles Fillmore, qtd. in Lewis, p. 133).

"Divine revelation is much more common than is understood.  The Spirit of truth is revealing the hidden wisdom to thousands on every hand.  Poets and writers of Truth are being inspired of the Most High.  Quiet citizens in every walk of life are the recipients of the divine word" (Charles Fillmore in The Revealing Word, p. 170).

B.
God is impersonal.

"God is the love in everybody and everything" (Charles Fillmore in Jesus Christ Heals, p. 27).

"God is not a . . . person . . . .  God is that invisible, intangible, but very real, something we call life" (Lessons in Truth, p. 6).

Like Christian Science, the USC often refers to God as "Father-Mother." 

C.
Pantheism

Like Christian Science, the USC believes that everything is God.

"Drop from your mind the belief that God is in any way separated from you, that He occupies form or space outside of you" (Jesus Christ Heals, p. 28).

"Each rock, tree, animal, everything visible, is a manifestation of the one Spirit--God--differing only in degree of manifestation; and each of the numberless modes of manifestation, or individualities, however insignificant, contains the whole" (Lessons in Truth, p. 8).

D.
Reincarnation

Reincarnation (also known as "transmigration" or "rebirth") is the belief that once a person leaves this life, he is reincarnated in the form of another animate object in order to work off the bad "karma" accumulated during previous lifetimes.  This process of reincarnation continues until one reaches the state of "nirvana."  

"We believe that the dissolution of spirit, soul and body, caused by death, is annulled by rebirth of the same spirit and soul in another body here on earth.  We believe the repeated incarnations of man to be a merciful provision of our loving Father to the end that all may have opportunity to attain immortality through regeneration, as did Jesus" (Unity's Statement of Faith, Article 22).

The USC belief in reincarnation is concomitant with its rejection of eternal punishment.

Reincarnation does away with the need for the Atonement.

E.
Improper hermeneutics

Hermeneutics is the study of the principles of interpretation.  The hermeneutic of the USC is clearly allegorical, resulting in some rather bizarre interpretations.  For example, the twelve disciples allegedly typify the twelve faculties of the human mind:  Peter represents faith, John love, James judgment, etc. (see page 144 of Lewis for more examples).

F.
Self-redemption

"We have thought that we are to be saved by Jesus' making personal petitions and sacrifices for us, but now we see that we are to be saved by using the creative principles that he developed in Himself and that He is ever ready to co-operate with us in developing in ourselves" (Jesus Christ Heals, p. 162).

Like many of the cults, the USC views Jesus as a man in whom the "Christ" dwelt, rather than as being the Christ Himself.  This same "Christ-consciousness" lies latent within every man:

"Each of us has within him the Christ, just as Jesus had, as we must look within to recognize and realize our sonship, our divine origin and birth, even as He did.  By continually unifying ourselves with the Highest by our thoughts and words, we too shall become sons of God, manifest" (Metaphysical Bible Dictionary, p. 150).

G.
The Holy Spirit is impersonal.

"Do not be misled by the personality of the Holy Spirit and the reference to it as 'he.'  This was the bias of the Oriental mind, making God and all forms of the Deity masculine" (Jesus Christ Heals, p. 183).

Accordingly, Fillmore defines the Holy Spirit as "a universal urge toward perfection" (Jesus Christ Heals, p. 182).

H.
Neo-orthodoxy

The crux of neo-orthodoxy is the belief that the Bible is not the Word of God, but becomes the Word of God through a personal encounter.

"We no longer care to have somebody just tell us words from the outside.  We want a revelation of God as love within us" (Lessons in Truth, pp. 88-89).

I.
The deification of man

"The gospel of Jesus is that every man can become God incarnate.  It is not alone a gospel of right living, but also shows the way into dominion and power equal to and surpassing that of Jesus of Nazareth" (The Revealing Word, p. 88).

J.
Name it and claim it.

"Listen!  'If Thou wilt' brings no visible answer to prayer.  But a definite, positive will-not-be-put-off attitude, a determined 'I will have Thy will done in this matter' is a force that always brings results into manifestation" (God a Present Help, p. 36).

K.
Health and wealth

Consider Charles Fillmore's rendering of Psalm 23:

"The Lord is my banker; my credit is good.

He maketh me to lie down in the consciousness of omnipotent abundance; He giveth me the key to His strong-box.

He restoreth my faith in His riches,

He guideth me in the paths of prosperity for His name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the very shadow of debt, I shall fear no evil, for Thou art with me; Thy silver and gold, they secure me.

Thou preparest a way for me in the presence of the collector;

Thou fillest my wallet with plenty; my measure runneth over.

Surely, goodness and plenty will follow me all the days of my life;

And I shall do business in the name of the Lord forever" (Prosperity, p. 60).

III.
Our Response

A.
The Bible is the only source of divine revelation today.

See the lesson on Mormonism.

B.
God is a person.

God displays the characteristics of personality:  thinking (Proverbs 3:19-20), acting (Isaiah 46:11), and feeling (Genesis 6:6).  See the lesson on Christian Science.

C.
God is transcendent.

Though God is immanent, He is also transcendent.  In other words, He is both present within His creation (by virtue of His being omnipresent) and separate from it (by virtue of the fact that He is the Creator).  See Jeremiah 23:23, which affirms both of these truths.  The pantheist overemphasizes God's immanence to the exclusion of His transcendence. 

D.
Resurrection, not reincarnation

To try to prove that the Bible teaches reincarnation (as the USC tries to do) is a stretch, to put it mildly.  Rather than reincarnation, the Bible teaches that a person's material existence ends at death and resumes at the moment of resurrection.

In response to the USC rejection of the doctrine of eternal punishment, see the lesson on Seventh-day Adventism.

Furthermore, it is the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanses from sin (1 John 1:9), not any so-called process of reincarnation.

E.
A literary hermeneutic

The Bible should be interpreted just as any other piece of literature.  It should be taken at face value.  No "deeper" meaning should be sought, but only the meaning communicated by the plain sense of the words in their grammatical, historical context.  "If the plain sense makes sense, then seek no other sense."

F.
Salvation is "all of grace."

There is nothing anyone can do to save himself.  If anyone is to be saved, God must "accomplish and apply" what is needed.  He has accomplished what is needed through the Atonement.  He applies what is needed through regeneration.

Furthermore, "Jesus is the Christ" (John 20:31), not one in whom the "Christ" dwelt. 

G.
The Holy Spirit is a person.

See the lesson on Armstrong & the Worldwide Church of God for a refutation.

H.
The Bible is God's Word objectively.

See 2 Timothy 3:16 (properly translated) in this regard.

I.
The Creator/creature distinction

See previous lessons (Mormonism, the Faith Movement, etc.) for a refutation.

J.
"Not as I will, but as thou wilt" (Matthew 26:39).

God is the one calling the shots, not man.  See the lesson on the Faith Movement for further refutation.

K.
It is sometimes God's will for the believer to be ill and poor.

See the lesson on the Faith Movement for a refutation.

For Further Study:

The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, chapter 11.

Confronting the Cults by Gordon R. Lewis, chapter 6.

The Chaos of Cults by J.K. Van Baalen, chapter 7.

Lesson 9: Spiritism

I.
History

The origins of Spiritism (aka Spiritualism
) can be traced back several millennia.
  Its modern revival began in 1848 when two sisters, Margaret (12) and Kate (9) Fox, began hearing unusual sounds in their Hydesville, NY home, sounds which they originally attributed to spirits, but later to the cracking of the joints of their toes.  Spiritist revivals have also taken place following WW I and WW II.  Spiritist organizations include the International General Assembly of Spiritualists, the Nationalist Spiritualist Alliance of the United States of America, and the National Spiritualist Association of Churches.  Its primary publication is the Spiritualist Manual (published in 1940).  A recent dabbler in Spiritism was first lady Hillary Clinton.

II.
Aberrant Teachings

	
The "Seven Principles" of Spiritism are:

1.
The fatherhood of God

2.
The brotherhood of man

3.
Continuous existence

4.
Communion of spirits and ministry of angels

5.
Personal responsibility

6.
Compensation and retribution hereafter for good and evil done on earth

7.
A path of endless progression


A.
Necromancy

Undoubtedly the chief emphasis of Spiritism, necromancy is the attempt to make contact with the dead.

"Spiritualism is the Science, Philosophy and Religion of continuous life, based upon the demonstrated fact of communication, by means of mediumship, with those who live in the spirit world . . . .  A Spiritualist is one who believes, as the basis of his or her religion, in the communication between this and the spirit world by means of mediumship, and who endeavors to mold his or her character and conduct in accordance with the highest teachings derived from such communion" (from the National Spiritualist Association's Definitions).

According to Van Baalen (p. 40), Spiritists believe that Abraham, Moses, Saul, Samuel, Isaiah, Daniel, Paul, and Jesus Christ (based on 1 Timothy 2:5) were all spiritists.

B.
An impersonal god

"Infinite Intelligence pervades and controls the universe, is without shape or form and is impersonal, omnipresent and omnipotent" (from the Spiritualist Manual).

C.
The deification of man

"[Spiritualism] teaches that the spark of divinity dwells in all" (from the Spiritualist Manual). 

Consider the Spiritist rendering of the fourth stanza of Just as I Am:

"Just as I am, nor poor, nor blind,

Nor bound by chains in soul or mind;

For all of Thee within I find

O God of Love, I come, I come"

(qtd. in Martin, p. 241).

D.
Denial of the Virgin Birth

"The miraculous conception of Christ is merely a fabulous tale" (Haweis, qtd. in Spiritualism by Biederwolf, p. 32).

E.
Deprecation of the Atonement

"[The] doctrine of the atonement is the very climax of a deranged imagination, and one that is of the unrighteous and immoral tendency" (Hall, qtd. in Spiritualism by Biederwolf, p. 32).

"We regret and condemn the practice of Spiritualists sending their children to be instructed in the teaching of a vicarious atonement . . ." (resolution passed at the Spiritualistic Convention in Bradford, England).

F.
Salvation by works

The aforementioned resolution (see E above) continues:

" . . . or salvation by faith and not of works."

"Man can be AT ONE with the Universal Spirit only through his own spiritual vitality.  That alone is Salvation" (Centennial Book of Modern Spiritualism, p. 50).

"Each one must carry his own cross to Calvary's Heights" (Joseph P. Whitewell, qtd. in Lewis, p. 190).

G.
Deprecation of the Bible

"Spiritualism does not depend for its credentials and proofs upon any former revelation" (B.F. Austin in The A. B. C. of Spiritualism, question 11).

"Modern Spiritualism furnishes the KEY to the Bible" (D. Mona Berry, "Comparisons," in What is Spiritualism, ed. by Emil C. Reichel, p. 39).

"What need has the believer of the verbal testimony of others who are reporting on events which transpired thousands of years previously, what need has he of written authority when he has the testimony of his own eyes and ears!" (George Lawton in The Drama of Life After Death, p. 138).

"To assert that [the Bible] is a Holy and Divine Book, that God inspired the writers to make known His Divine will, is a gross outrage on and misleading to the public" (Outlines of Spiritualism, p. 13).

H.
Denial of the deity of Christ

"Does Spiritualism recognize Jesus as one person of the Trinity, co-equal with the Father, and divine in a sense in which divinity is unattainable by other men?  No" (B.F. Austin in The A. B. C. of Spiritualism, question 17).

I.
Other beliefs

1.
Anti-war

2.
Anti-capital punishment

3.
Pantheistic

4.
Evolutionists

5.
Deny the existence of Hell

III.
Our Response

A.
Necromancy is forbidden in Scripture.

See Exodus 22:18, Leviticus 19:31, 20:6, 27, and Deuteronomy 18:9-14 in this regard.  See also Deuteronomy 29:29.

Though Spiritists like to appeal to the story of Saul and the witch at Endor (1 Samuel 28:7-25) for justification, the fact of the matter is that God killed Saul, largely in part for this very thing (see 1 Chronicles 10:13-14).
  


	
Explaining Spiritist Phenomena

How can one account for the phenomena the adherents of Spiritism allege to occur?  There are three basic explanations:

1.
The phenomena are fraudulent.  See pages 237-238 of Martin for one example.

2.
The phenomena are psychological, i.e., they are the figment of one's imagination.

3.
The phenomena are real but demonically-derived.
  This may explain 1 Samuel 28.


B.
God is a person.

See the lessons on Christian Science and the Unity School of Christianity.

C.
The Creator/creature distinction

See previous lessons (Mormonism, the Faith Movement, Armstrong & the Worldwide Church of God, and the Unity School of Christianity).

D.
Jesus Christ was virgin born.

See the lessons on Mormonism and Christian Science.

E.
Christ's death was the only sufficient payment for the sin of mankind.

See previous lessons (Christian Science, the Faith Movement, Armstrong & the Worldwide Church of God, and the Unity School of Christianity).

F.
Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, not by works.

See the lessons on Mormonism and Armstrong & the Worldwide Church of God.

G.
The Bible is our authority, not communication with the dead.

See especially Isaiah 8:19-20 and Luke 16:31 in this regard.

H.
Jesus Christ is God.

In regards to Spiritism, see especially 1 John 4:1-3.  See also previous lessons (Jehovah's Witnesses, Christian Science, and the Faith Movement).

	
"If [Christianity] lives, Spiritualism must die; and if


Spiritualism is to live, Christianity must die"

 
(Mind and Matter, May 8, 1880).


For Further Study:

The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter Martin, chapter 7.

Confronting the Cults by Gordon R. Lewis, chapter 7.

The Chaos of Cults by J.K. Van Baalen, chapter 3.

Lesson 10: The New Age Movement

I.
History

The New Age Movement (NAM) is undoubtedly the most nebulous of all the cults we have studied.  Someone has remarked that trying to define the NAM is like "trying to nail jello to a wall."  Martin defines the NAM as "a loose organization of people . . . who believe the world has entered the Aquarian Age
 when peace on earth and one-world government will rule" (p. 130 of The New Age Cult).  Actually, the term New Age is somewhat misleading, for as Time magazine has stated:  "The only thing certain [about the New Age] is that it is not new" (December 7, 1987, p. 62).  Like Spiritism, the roots of the NAM go back thousands of years.  If we must pinpoint a time when the movement started to coalesce, perhaps we could point to the social upheaval of the 1960's (fertile soil for many new movements) or to the publication of Marilyn Ferguson's The Aquarian Conspiracy in 1980.  Besides Ferguson, the name most commonly associated with the movement is Shirley MacLaine
.  Other famous New Agers include John Denver, Linda Evans, Tina Turner, Wally Amos (of "Famous Amos" cookie fame), and Merv Griffin.
  The movement has been heavily influenced by ancient Eastern religions (especially Hinduism and Buddhism).
 

II.
Aberrant Teachings

A.
Denial of the deity of Christ

"The christ is not God" (Benjamin Creme in The Reappearance of the Christ and the Masters of Wisdom, p. 135).

B.
The deification of man

"[Christ] would rather that you didn't pray to him, but to God within you . . . .  He said it himself.  The kingdom of God is within you" (Creme, p. 135).

"You are unlimited.  You just don't realize it" (Shirley MacLaine in Dancing in the Light, p. 133).

"Our stance is that people are unlimited in their individual abilities, that as humans all of us are infinitely able to do anything we want" (New Ager Chris Majer, qtd. in Chandler, p. 136).

"If you desire wisdom greater than your own, you can find it inside you . . . .  To put it plainly, our unconscious is God . . . .  The goal of spiritual growth [is] . . . the attainment of godhead by the conscious self.  It is for the individual to become totally, wholly God" (New Age psychiatrist Scott Peck in The Road Less Traveled, pp. 281, 283).

"It is a cardinal New Age teaching that man is born into this world both good and divine in his nature.  Salvation depends upon his looking inward at his spiritual nature and recognizing that he is a god" (Martin in The New Age Cult, p.  39).

The NAM's exaltation of man to the status of godhood flows from its belief in monism, the belief that all is one.  Closely related is pantheism, the belief that everything is God, including evil:

"Of course, yes, the forces of evil are part of God.  They are not separate from God.  Everything is God" (Creme, p. 103).

C.
Mysticism

"Place the thinking mind on hold so these subtle energies can be perceived" (Kathleen Vande Kieft in Intersource, p. 156).

"You have to be willing to have experiences and not have words for them" (Marilyn Ferguson, qtd. in Chandler, p. 38).

New Age critic Brooks Alexander writes:  "New Age 'empowerment' comes only to those whose rational, critical filter has been removed or disabled" ("The New Age Movement is Nothing New," Eternity Magazine, February 1988, p. 34).

Mystical New Age practices include meditation, hypnosis, Yoga, and drug use (Chandler, p. 31).

D.
Belief in reincarnation

According to the Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ, Jesus taught reincarnation, having learned it from the yogis of India.  Furthermore, theologians and church councils removed reincarnationist teachings from the Bible (Martin in The New Age Cult, p. 86).

E.
An impersonal God

"The Christ is the basic evolutionary force within creation" (David Spangler in Reflections on the Christ, p. 13).

"The Christ is universal Love" (Levi in The Aquarian Gospel of Jesus the Christ, p. 14).

"The Force" in the Star Wars trilogy conveys the same idea.

F.
Other beliefs

1.
Rationalism (see pgs. 26 & 30 of Martin's The New Age Cult for examples)

2.
Extraterrestrial life

3.
Syncretism

4.
Astrology

5.
Crystal power (Chandler writes:  "If the cross is the classic symbol of Christianity, the crystal is the quintessential talisman of the New Age" (p. 98).

6.
Visualization

7.
Vegetarianism (see p. 156 of Chandler for rationale)

III.
Our Response

A.
Christ is God.

See previous lessons (Jehovah's Witnesses, Christian Science, the Faith Movement, and Spiritism) for a refutation.

B.
The Creator/creature distinction

See previous lessons (Mormonism, the Faith Movement, Armstrong & the Worldwide Church of God, the Unity School of Christianity, and Spiritism) for a refutation.

C.
"Love the Lord thy God with all thy mind" (Mark 12:30).

See the lesson on the Faith Movement for a refutation.

D.
Resurrection, not reincarnation

See the lesson on the Unity School of Christianity for a refutation.  Belief in reincarnation is a direct attack upon the Atonement.  Also, compare the teaching of reincarnation with Hebrews 9:27.

E.
God is a person.

See previous lessons (Christian Science, the Unity School of Christianity, and Spiritism) for a refutation.

	
What About a So-Called "New Age Conspiracy"?

In recent years, many writers
 (and preachers) have popularized the idea that there is a "New Age conspiracy" at work.  Perhaps their case is overstated.  As Martin states:  "We have not seen evidence to show that the conspiracy is so highly developed and influential that it is presently in a position to accomplish its goal of a one-world culture" (p. 20 of The New Age Cult).  Douglas Groothuis adds:  "The New Age movement is better viewed as a worldview shift than a unified global conspiracy.  This is not to minimize its influence but to recognize it as an intellectual, spiritual and cultural force to be reckoned with in all sobriety" (p. 35 in Unmasking the New Age). 




For Further Study:

The New Age Cult by Walter Martin.

Understanding the New Age by Russell Chandler.

Lesson 11: Counteracting Cultic Influence

Having discussed what a cult is (Lesson 1) and having examined nine of the renowned American cults of today (Lessons 2-10), we conclude our survey of the cults with a practical lesson on counteracting cultic influence (Lesson 11).  How can we counter cultic influence?  Here are some suggestions:

I.
Evangelize the Cultists.

Usually, evangelism means going to the unbeliever (see Matthew 28:19 and Mark 16:15).  Sometimes, however, the unbeliever comes to us.  It is this phenomenon which causes Martin to entitle chapter 19 of his book, "Cult Evangelism--Mission Field on the Doorstep."  When the cultist shows up at our door, we have an opportunity to get a foot in the door (no pun intended) of the cultist's heart by giving the gospel.  Rather than going into "defense mode" when the cultist comes, we ought to take the offensive.  "Until now the church has been confronted by the cults; it is high time that the cults are confronted by the church" (Lewis, p. 12)!

Based upon 2 John 10, some have suggested that it is unbiblical to attempt to witness to the cultist who comes to your door.  However, this is probably not the case.  If the "house" being spoken of is a house-church (and I believe it is), then John's admonition is simply:  Don't let a heretic speak in your church.  Even if the house-church is not in view, the tenor of the passage seems to indicate that what is prohibited is any kind of acquiescence with the heretic, and witnessing is hardly acquiescence.
  In any case, it is certainly permissible to share your faith with the cultist at the door step without ever inviting him inside.

As with all forms of witnessing, there is certainly an art to witnessing to a cultist.  The student is referred to chapter 19 of Martin's work and chapter 17 of VanBaalen's work (entitled "Approaching Adherents of the Cults").  Remember one important point from Lesson 1:  The cultist loves to use orthodox terminology, but reinvests such terminology with unorthodox meaning.  Therefore, when dealing with a cultist, it is always important to define your terms.
  One other pointer:  Avoid ancillary issues.  Get to the heart of the matter.  This usually means dealing with cardinal doctrines.

II.
Master Theology.

The best defense against heresy is orthodoxy.  The better we know the truth, the less likely we will succumb to error and the more effective we will be in combatting it.  Martin writes:  "It has been the experience of the author, based upon numerous personal contacts with cultists of all varieties, that there has yet to be born a cultist who can confuse, confound or in any way refute a Christian who has made doctrinal theology an integral part of his study of the Scriptures" (p. 398).  Belford adds:  "The problem is essentially theological where the cults are concerned.  The answer of the Church must be theological and doctrinal" (qtd. in Martin, p. 17).  Consider the oft-repeated counterfeit $ analogy.  The church's failure to stress doctrine has led some to call the cults the "unpaid bills of the church" (VanBaalen, p. 390).  "Elements of truth that have been neglected by the various Christian denominations have not seldom occasioned the rise of cults that unduly stressed such ignored or belittled truths to the point of creating a lopsided religion" (VanBaalen, p. 390).  Corollary to all of this is the study of hermeneutics (the science of interpretation), seeing the cults love to take Scripture out of context, and the study of apologetics (the defense of the faith).  Apologetics is both defensive (see Philippians 1:17) and offensive (see 1 Peter 3:15).

III.
Preach the Word.

It is interesting to note that many of the contexts which warn us about false teaching also exhort us to preach the truth (see, for example, Acts 20:28-30 and 2 Timothy 4:2-4).  The reason for this is the simple fact that the truth of God's Word is the counter to heresy.  The more light shines, the more darkness will be dissipated.  

IV.
Study the Cults.

Like the military, do a little reconnaissance of the enemy.  Read the multitude of volumes available on the various cults.
  Surf the Net.  Take a course on the cults.
  Take what you learn and put it into writing and/or teach it to others (see 2 Timothy 2:2).   

V.
Be Alert.

The cults thrive on deception (see Matthew 7:15 and 2 Corinthians 11:13-15).  Besides redefining terms, the cults will avoid identifying themselves or do so by their lesser-known names, leave unmarked literature, fail to reveal their sponsorship of a Bible study, etc. (see Martin, pp. 375-376).  Be leery of any group which uses any of the psychological tactics mentioned in Lesson 1. 

VI.
Pray.

Spiritual warfare is no more intense than when it comes to combatting the cults.  Besides wielding the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God (Ephesians 6:17), we must also utilize our most effective weapon, prayer (Ephesians 6:18).  Pray that God will open the blinded eyes (2 Corinthians 4:4) of the cultist.

VII.
Match Their Zeal.

As discussed in Lesson 1, the cults are known for their zeal.  The problem, however, is not their zeal, but the fact that they have a zeal that is not according to knowledge (Romans 10:2).  We who have the truth must not let the cults corner the zeal market.  Speaking of such cults as the Mormons (whom are obligated to tithe), Lewis states:  "Is it not strange that those obliged by law to give a tenth do more than those who glory in inexhaustible grace" (pp. 8-9)?

     �"Most, if not all the cult systems vigorously oppose the Christian Church, particularly in the realm of Christology and soteriology" (Martin, p. 13).


     �"So it is possible for a Jehovah's Witness, a Christian Scientist or a Mormon, for example, to utilize the terminology of Biblical Christianity with absolute freedom, having already redesigned these terms in a theological framework of his own making and to his own liking, but almost always at direct variance with the historically accepted meanings of the terms" (Martin, p. 18).  "On encountering a cultist then, always remember that you are dealing with a person who is familiar with Christian terminology, and who has carefully redefined it to fit the system of thought he or she now embraces" (Martin, p. 20).


     �To give you an idea of the kind of man Russell was, following is a quote from him regarding his Studies in the Scriptures:  "Furthermore, not only do we find that people cannot see the divine plan in studying the Bible by itself, but we see, also, that if anyone lays the SCRIPTURE STUDIES aside, even after he has used them for ten years--if he lays them aside and ignores them and goes to the Bible alone . . . our experience shows that within two years he goes into darkness.  On the other hand, if he had merely read the SCRIPTURE STUDIES with their references, and had not read a page of the Bible, as such, he would be in the light at the end of two years, because he would have the light of the Scriptures" (quoted in Martin, p. 46).  It is also interesting to note that Russell started out as a Seventh-Day Adventist (Van Baalen, p. 257).


     �"Russell and Rutherford are the two key figures in the Society's history, and without them no doubt the organization would never have come into existence" (Martin, p. 48).  It is interesting to note that neither Russell nor Rutherford had any formal theological training whatsoever.


     �It is interesting to note that the translation committee for the NWT consisted of only 7 men, none of which had any recognized degrees in Greek or Hebrew (by comparison, the KJV had 47 translators).


     �"The Deity of Jesus Christ is one of the cornerstones of Christianity, and as such has been attacked more vigorously throughout the ages than any other single doctrine of the Christian faith" (Martin, p. 83)


     �JW's do not consider the Holy Spirit to be a person, but the power or force that emanates from God the Father.  Consequently, the NWT does not capitalize Holy Spirit.


     �"How they arrived at this arbitrary date no one can reasonably or chronologically ascertain" (Martin, p. 110).


     �"The answer to Jehovah's Witnesses . . . is the Deity of Jesus Christ, and in teaching that one cardinal doctrine of the Christian faith, all energy ought to be expended to the uttermost" (Martin, p. 113).


     �The JW's point to the fact that there is no definite article preceding "God" (theos) in the Greek text of John 1:1.  However, a rule of Greek grammar (established by Colwell), which the JW's conveniently ignore (or are just plain ignorant of), states that a definite predicate nominative (in this case, theos) never takes an article when it precedes a verb of being (the Greek word order is "God was the Word").  Interestingly, the NWT translates theos as a definite in verses 6, 12, and 18 of chapter 1, though none of the three have a definite article preceding theos.  Theos here is an "anarthrous precopulative predicate nominative," which never indicates an indefinite noun and which 94% of the time in John's Gospel indicates the quality of the noun, as opposed to either its definiteness or indefiniteness (Combs, DBTS).


     �These verses represent a classic case of the Greek "Granville Sharp rule."  According to this rule, if two or more singular, non-proper, personal nouns are joined by kai (and) and the article precedes only the first noun, then the other noun(s) refers to the same person.


     �Inexplicably, the NWT twice inserts the word "other" in Colossians 1:16 ("by him were all other things created; all other things were created by him").


     �Van Baalen adds:  "The fundamental error of Russellism, which continues to be promulgated by the Jehovah's Witnesses, is its stark rationalism" (p. 267).


     �"Reformed Egyptian is a nonexistent language according to every leading Egyptologist and philologist ever consulted on the problem" (Martin, p. 172).


     �According to one Dr. Charles Anthon, Smith "was placed behind a curtain . . . and, being thus concealed from view . . . deciphered the characters in the book, and, having committed some of them to paper, handed copies from behind the curtain, to those who stood on the outside" (Martin, p. 181).  See also the testimony of one David Whitmer in Lewis, pp. 52-53.


     �The Book of Mormon is one of the "Four Standard Works" of Mormonism.  The other three are the King James Version of the Bible, the Doctrines and Covenants (published in 1835), and the Pearl of Great Price (published in 1851).


     �Mormons like to overlook the fact that Young ordered the massacre of some 120 non-Mormon immigrants in the infamous "Mountain Meadows Massacre" on September 11, 1857.


     �Joseph Smith allegedly received 135 direct revelations between 1831 and 1844. 


     �The Greek of Jude 3 is particularly convincing, hapax meaning "once for all" and paradotheise ("delivered") being an aorist passive participle, indicating an act completed in the past with no continuing element.  


     �Mary's own father said, "The Bible says that Mary Magdalene had seven devils, but our Mary has got ten" (quoted in Downey, The Art of Soul-Winning, p. 155).  Furthermore, when her third husband died, she accused some of her former students of mentally poisoning him with arsenic mentally administered.


     �"As Mrs. Eddy was the mother of Christian Science, so Phineas Parkhurst Quimby was undoubtedly its father" (Martin, p. 127).


     �It is interesting to note that this "key" to the Scriptures deals with only 8 (Genesis 1-4, Psalm 23, and Revelation 10, 12, & 21) of the 1,189 chapters in the Bible.


     �In spite of this belief, Mrs. Eddy "thoroughly enjoyed all the material comforts derived from denying their existence" (Martin, p. 142).  At death, her personal fortune exceeded three million dollars.


     �In spite of such beliefs, "[Christian Scientists] all clothe, feed, and house the illusion . . . called their bodies and many go to dentists and surgeons for the filling of imaginary cavities and the setting of non-existent bones" (Martin, p. 143).


     �The flow of blood and water subsequent to the piercing of Christ's side was "an indisputable medical sign of death, indicating that the red and white blood corpuscles had separated" (Geisler, Christian Apologetics, p. 347).


     �Miller based his reckoning upon the 2,300 days of Daniel 8:14, interpreting them to be 2,300 years.  Taking 457 B.C. as a starting point (the year Artaxerxes decreed the rebuilding of Jerusalem; see Daniel 9:25), he arrived at 1843, some 2,300 years later.  Shrewdly, Miller gave himself a "window" of one year, teaching that Christ would return between March 21, 1843 and March 21, 1844.  His associates, however, pinpointed the date at October 22, 1844.  They, as well as all other "date-setters," would do well to read Matthew 24:36, 42, and 25:13.


     �"In most religious movements, one extraordinary and gifted personality dominates the scene, and so it was with Seventh-day Adventism.  This dominant personality was and is today, through her writings, Ellen G. White" (Martin, p. 437).


     �Among the latter is Martin, who states:  "It is my prayer that . . . Adventism will continue to be a Christian and evangelical, albeit unique, Christian denomination" (p. 410).  Lewis, on the other hand, calls the attempt to regard SdA as evangelical "revolutionary" (p. 105).


     �One's view will be determined largely in part upon whom in SdA one turns to for answers.  Martin, having turned solely to Questions on Doctrine, believes SdA to be evangelical.  Others, having turned primarily to the writings of past SdA authors, have concluded SdA to be a cult.  Still others, taking both into consideration, have concluded SdA to be something in-between.     


     �Martin calls this "the most distinctive doctrine promulgated by the Seventh-day Adventist denomination" (p. 459).


     �SdA's reply:  "We know that some earnest Christians have the impression that these gifts ceased with the apostolic church.  But Adventists believe that the closing of the Scripture canon did not terminate Heaven's communication with men through the gifts of the Spirit" (Questions on Doctrine, pp. 94-95).


     �Hinn once responded to his opponents on a TBN broadcast thusly:  "Somebody's attacking me because of something I'm teaching.  Let me tell you something, brother: You watch it!       . . . You know, I've looked for one verse in the Bible; I just can't seem to find it.  One verse that said 'If you don't like them, kill them.'  I really wish I could find it! . . . You stink, frankly--that's the way I think about it! . . . Sometimes I wish God will give me a Holy Ghost machine gun; I'll blow your head off!" (November 8, 1990 "Praise-a-thon" broadcast).  


     �Hagin seems to be the tribal chief of the FM today.  Consequently, he is affectionately referred to as "Dad Hagin."


     �Paul Crouch once said this of his critics on a TBN broadcast:  "I say, To hell with you!  Get out of my life!  Get out of the way! . . . Get out of God's way; quit blocking God's bridges, or God's going to shoot you if I don't . . . .  Get out of my life!  I don't want to even talk to you or hear you!  I don't want to see your ugly face!  Get out of my face in Jesus' name" ("Praise-a-Thon" broadcast, April 2, 1991).


     �Listen to these chilling words from the lips of Jim Jones of Jonestown fame:  "It is written that ye are gods.  I'm a god and you're a god.  And I'm a god, and I'm gonna stay a god until you recognize that you're a god.  And when you recognize that you're a god, I shall go back into principle and will not appear as a personality.  But until I see all of you knowing who you are, I'm gonna be very much what I am--God, almighty God" (NPR broadcast, April 23, 1981).


     �In light of the prominent role of TBN in the FM, Hanegraaff states:  "It is indeed ironic that a broadcasting network called "Trinity" would promote anti-trinitarian doctrine" (p. 39).


     �Sadly, many fundamentalists reflect this philosophy when it comes to determining God's will.


     �Interestingly, Armstrong started out as a Seventh-day Adventist.  Consequently, many WCG teachings are similar to those of SdA.  George Burnside, an SdA writer, states:  "Mr. Armstrong is an off-shoot of an off-shoot of an off-shoot of the Seventh-day Adventist church" (quoted in Martin, p. 305).


     �Martin states:  "Of all the cultic structures, the Worldwide Church of God sponsors more radio broadcasts and television programs on more stations than any other cultic group in the world, and in fact more than its five top competitors combined!" (p. 304).


     �See, for example, Carl F.H. Henry's article in World, April 27/May 4, 1996.


     �Based on such reasoning, Armstrong taught that Christ would return in 1975.


     �For a thorough treatment of this concept, see chapter 9 of The Chaos of Cults by J.K. Van Baalen.


     �Not coincidentally, Mrs. Fillmore started out as a Christian Scientist.  


     �For the church-age saint, resurrection will take place at the Rapture (see 1 Thess 4:13-18).  OT and Tribulation saints will be resurrected at the end of the Tribulation and prior to the Millennium (see Dan 12:2 and Rev 20:4).  Unbelievers of all ages will be resurrected at the end of the Millennium and prior to the Eternal State (see Rev 20:11-15).


     �Van Baalen is among the many writers who have an aversion to calling this cult "Spiritualism" because "it is rather difficult to see where its alleged spirituality enters" (p. 31).


     �Accordingly, Martin calls it "the cult of antiquity" and "by far the oldest form of religious cult extant today" (p. 227).  Van Baalen calls Spiritism "the oldest religious delusion in existence" (p. 31).


     �For a more extensive refutation of the Spiritist's appeal to Saul's precedent, see pgs. 51-54 of Van Baalen.


     �Martin states:  "There are many Christians, unfortunately, who suffer from the illusion that all Spiritism, or spiritistic evidence, is fraudulent, and prefer to rest in the falsely secure belief that Spiritism can never be demonically empowered" (p. 233).


     �The "Age of Aquarius" is an oft-repeated phrase amongst New Agers.  New Ager Marilyn Ferguson explains why, claiming that Aquarius is "the waterbearer in the ancient zodiac, symbolizing flow and the quenching of an ancient thirst" (The Aquarian Conspiracy, p. 19).


     �In response to MacLaine's best-seller Out on a Limb, F. LaGard Smith has written Out on a Broken Limb.


     �See pgs. 110-121 of Martin's The New Age Cult for a listing of various New Age personalities, organizations, and publications.


     �Chandler writes:  "Buddhism's influence on New Age thinking is indisputable.  So is that of Buddhism's parent religion, Hinduism" (p. 44).


     �Creme is alluding to Luke 17:21, which the KJV translates as "the kingdom of God is within you."  Though the Greek preposition entos can be translated "inside" or "within" (so KJV, NKJV, and NIV), it can also be translated "among" or "in the midst of" (so NASB and notes in NKJV and NIV).  How the cults love the KJV!


     �Examples include Constance Cumbey's The Hidden Dangers of the Rainbow (1983), Dave Hunt's The Seduction of Christianity (1985), and Texe Marrs's Dark Secrets of the New Age: Satan's Plan for a One World Religion (1987). 


     �Hodges writes:  "The passage ought not to be taken beyond the writer's intent.  He was thinking about false teachers actively engaged in disseminating error.  In this activity they are not to be helped at all.  Even a word of greeting might tend to give them a sense of acceptance that could be misconstrued.  The readers were to make plain from their aloofness that they in no way condoned the activities of these men.  The same must be true today.  But John did not directly address the question of how efforts should be made to win such people to a recognition of the truth.  Yet it is clear that any such effort must be conducted so that they are not confused with any form of approbation" (The Bible Knowledge Commentary, NT, pp. 908-909).


     �"On encountering a cultist then, always remember that you are dealing with a person who is familiar with Christian terminology, and who has carefully redefined it to fit the system of thought he or she now embraces" (Martin, p. 20).  For more information regarding this phenomenon, the student is referred to chapter 2 of Martin's book, "Scaling the Language Barrier."


     �See pgs. 526-540 of Martin.


     �Martin bemoans the fact that less than 5% of all U.S. Bible institutes, colleges, and seminaries (as of 1985) required a course on comparative religions or cults (p. 404).





